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Welcome Back! 

   Schedule of Meetings 
 
January 18     (All 2004 dates are 
February 15               subject to confirmation 
March 21      by Hillman) 
April 18 
May 16 
June 5 and 6             Retreat 2004 
 

January 18, 2004 Back To Basics!!! 
      Back by popular demand, the first meeting of 2004 will be  
       devoted to demonstrations of basic polymer clay techniques  
       including   caning, Skinner blends, mokume gane and more.  
 
     We need volunteers for demos!!  Contact Sherman or Martha.   

 

Meeting Cancellations 
In the event that a meeting has to be cancelled because of a 
weather emergency, the decision will be made by 8:00 p.m. the 
night before.  To find out if a meeting has been cancelled, call 
Sherman Oberson, Martha Aleo, Toby Troffkin or Terri Powell.  
Their phone numbers are in your membership directory.   We will 
also send out an e-mail announcement.  
 
. 

 
 

 
 

Grant Diffendaffer Class 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
Grant Diffendaffer taught his "Marvelous Mica" class 
to the Guild in November.  We had a blast.  To see 

Grant's work and find out more about him, go to 

www.diffendaffer.com. 
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       Donna Kato Clay Days!  Story on  page  6. 

Say Yes to Education 
     Say Yes To Education (SYTE) has a program   at the W.C. Bryant School located at 60th & Cedar Avenues in Philadelphia. SYTE provides 
academic and social supportive services to children and their families. We have a group of elementary age students and their parents that we 
have offered scholarships.   
     SYTE has an after school program at Bryant and we   are in great need of volunteers.  The program is from 3 to 5:30 p.m.  
 In particular, we are looking for people who are   willing to come in on Thursdays after school to do   some creative expression activities.   I am 
hoping   that some Guild members may be willing to come in on   occasions to do some Arts and Craft kind of things   with the kids.    We can 
pay for the supplies,   reimburse people; based on receipts that are turned   in.   It does not have to be Polymer; it could be   any media or craft.   
It could be reading a story   and having a craft that relates to the story, etc,   anything that is developmentally appropriate for 
elementary age children.  The children are all   African American from poor and working class   families.  They are wonderful, creative, 
humorous,   intelligent and just plain old blessings to be with.   They love SYTE and the after school program, so we   very, very seldom have 
any discipline challenges.    
     SYTE is more than willing to write donation thank you letters that can be used for income tax purposes.  The time donated or materials can 
be   written off as a charitable donation.  SYTE is a   non-profit organization. If anyone is interested please contact me to discuss   the 
possibilities and some dates.                              

          Maisha Sullivan   Maisha1@prodigy.net 

        
        

                                                              
 

Philadelphia Polymer Clay Guild 

Officers 
 
 

Co-Chairs 
 
Martha Aleo                        marthaaleo@yahoo.com 
Sherman Oberson          phillysherm1969@yahoo.com 
 

Secretary 
 
Toni O'Donnell                   Antonia.ODonnell@ssa.gov 
 

Membership Coordinator 
 
Toby Troffkin                                       towa@fast.net 
 

Librarian 
 
Terri Powell                  TerriPowell@rohmhaas.com 
 
Yahoo Group 

 
http://yahoogroups.com/group/philadelphia-polymer-

clay 
Web Page        
                  
http://www.philadelphiapolymerclayguild.com 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Member News 
Jan Estevez opened Lets Create! on October 31.  Sherman 
Oberson manages the store.    Ellen Marshall and Teri 
Powell have given clay and rubber stamping 

demonstrations there. 

 

Wilma Yost has produced two new videos with Gwen 

Gibson for Polymer Clay Express: Creations du Jour from 

the South of France, Vol. I and  II 

 

Martha Aleo contributed book reviews to the Winter issue 

of Lapidary Journal Step-By-Step and to Polymer Clay 

Central, the web site run by Leigh Ross. 

   
Send items for Member News to Martha Aleo 

marthaaleo@yahoo.com 
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My Experience at Snow Farm  
 

In August I had the opportunity to take a weeklong workshop with Tory Hughes at Snow Farm, a hands-on, intensive 
arts school that offers spring, summer, and fall programs for both the newcomer and veteran in the world of art. 
   
Snow Farm: The New England Craft Program (its official title) is a 50-acre farm nestled in the Berkshire foothills near a 
small village, Williamsburg, Massachusetts. In January 2001 Snow Farm took over ownership of  this historic farm and 
school from Horizons: The New England Craft Program, a school that was started 18 years ago (the executive director 
of Snow Farm, Mary Colwell, helped Horizons’ owner start the original school and continued to work with Horizons 
over the years). Most of the staff and artists who taught at Horizons are now affiliated with Snow Farm.  
   
Snow Farm offers a wide range of craft programs for teens and adults, with particular weeks set aside for different age 
groups. It features workshops on glass blowing, flame working, welded sculpture, ceramics, metalsmithing, fiber arts, 
woodworking, photography, painting, and polymer clay (though not all workshops are offered every week). You can 
browse through the catalog online at http://www.snowfarm.org/. 
 
Snow Farm's contemporary studios are housed in barns and in a historic farmhouse. You may live in one of the dorms 
on the farm (very simple, reasonably priced rooms, with shared bathrooms down the hall) or stay at a motel in nearby 
Northampton, Mass., a New England town that has lots of art galleries, a hippy atmosphere, and Smith College. 
 
For those of you who do not know Tory Hughes (who apparently has been teaching at Snow Farm/Horizons for 
several years), here’s a brief bio (from the Snow Farm website)  
 
“TORY HUGHES has been working with Fimo for almost thirty years, and is known for her ongoing invention of 
innovative uses for polymer clay. Hughes developed the imitative techniques in 1992, and has taught extensively on 
polymer clay techniques. She has a fifteen-volume instructional video series, and lectures as well as teaching. She's 
had a jewelry business and has been making a living from her art since 1981.” 
During the week I attended Snow Farm, Tory demonstrated how to make polymer clay pieces look like ancient relics, 
how to do image transfers, how to incorporate metallic foil and other inclusions in a piece, how to do mokume gane, 
how to make a clay box and other containers, how to make polymer clay look like ivory, how to use liquid Sculpey, and 

 How the Philadelphia Polymer Clay Guild Started 
     

      Ever wonder how our guild came into being?  So did I.   Founding member Ellen Marshall told me the following story: 
I started playing with Clay in 1992 when I saw an article about it in Threads Magazine, about how to make buttons.  At 
the time, my main craft was sewing. Then I came upon Nan Roche's book, The New Clay and discovered that you could 
do more than make jelly rolls with it. 
 
 I saw in the back of the book that City Zen Cane, whose work was in the book, had a studio in Philadelphia.  I started 
taking classes with them. Interestingly enough, when I called them to find out what they were teaching, they were going 
to be teaching in New York.  So I had to go to New York to see people I knew from Philadelphia.  But I managed to do 
that. They were doing caning classes. I remember the thing that made me very happy was learning how to cut a cane 
diagonally.  And that opened up a whole lot of possibilities.  That was worth the price of admission. 
   
I recognized that if I wanted to get better and work with other people, I would have to start a guild.  By this point I had 
become a member of the national guild so I knew there were local guilds. 
  
I talked Stephen Ford into hosting a meeting after one of their classes and five of us stayed behind.  They served pasta 
that night and we decided that we would form the guild.  This was in 1992. 
 
We had another organizing meeting at the Clay Studio and more people came. We began to open it up and let other 
people know that we had a guild going.  At one point we met at the offices of Greta Greenberger at the Foundation for 
Architecture.  We had a class with Lindly Haunani then.  She did a tubes class.  Other classes included one with Pier 
Voulkos at the Moore College of Art.   
 
The guild has grown since 1992 and has become more cohesive.  We still get new members.  People appreciate the 
guild and feel good about being there.  Everybody's very supportive. Our purpose is simple.  We want to play with clay 
together, learn more about it, and to develop our own crafts. 
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how to make your own hinges and eye-pins for jewelry. I’m sure she would have demonstrated any technique that a 
student asked for. There were no set projects; everyone worked on whatever she wanted to make. Tory was extremely 
accessible, going from student to student each day to offer suggestions and answer questions.  
 
I’m not sure that our advanced guild members would learn much from a program like this that they don’t already know, 
but for members who are beginners or at an intermediate level, it would be quite helpful. The schedule of classes at 
Snow Farm allows for plenty of instruction time, and the studios are open 24 hours a day!  
 
The week I attended Snow Farm, all of the polymer clay students were female, most were from the New England area, 
and their ages ranged from 30 to 70 (with most being in their 50s, I think). All were pleasant and friendly, as were all of 
the students in the other workshops that week. I think there were only about 50 students in all, which made the whole 
farm community seem like one big, happy family.    Oh, and the food (mostly vegetarian) was great! 
 
                                                                                                                                                      Toby Troffkin 
 
______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

New Videos in Our Library 
 

 
 

1/12th Scale Characters in Polymer Clay  
Basic Body Blanks and Mold Making  

with James Carrington  
 

 
 

1/12th Scale Characters in Polymer Clay  
Facial Features, Hands and Feet  

with James Carrington  

 

 
 

1/12th Scale Characters in Polymer Clay  
Assembling, Painting and Wigging  

with James Carrington  
 

 
 

 

 
 

Creations du Jour - Show One  
with Gwen Gibson  

 

Book Review 
 

 
 
 
 

Polymer Clay 
30 Terrific Projects to Roll, Mold and Squish 

By Irene Semanchuk Dean 
Lark Books 2003 

Hardcover $ 19.95 
112pp.  Color photographs 

ISBN 1-57990-350-9 
 
     Irene has done it again.    She has produced a book that makes 
me want to go straight to my workshop and try the projects.   Her 
book is the latest offering from Lark Books’ Kids Craft series which 
is geared to introducing children to different crafts in ways that are 
fun and entertaining.   Irene’s book certainly fills the bill.  With 
contributions by ten guest artists, it contains directions for 30 
projects including jewelry, and functional and decorative objects.  
These should appeal to kids and adults alike. 
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     While there is nothing particularly new or innovative in this 
book,   it does an excellent job of presenting basic polymer clay 
information.  The simple projects are geared to beginners,   but 
they are attractive and interesting.  There are none of the cutesy or 
insipid projects one sometimes finds in books written for children. 
      
     I recommend this book for teachers, beginners and, of course, 
kids! 
 
     This book is not currently in our library.  If you think that the 
Guild should purchase this or any other book or video, please 
contact Librarian Terri Powell. 
 

Missing Library Items 
 
We are missing a few things.  Please take a look for: 
 
Books: 
Creative Stamping in Clay (Barbara McGuire) 
Dollmaking with Papier Mache and Paper Clay (Doris Rockwell 
Gottilly) 
Images on Clay II (Barbara McGuire) 
Polymer Clay Basics (Monica Resta) 
 
Videos: 
Ancient Images (Gwen Gibson)  
Metallic Surface Techniques (Tory Hughes) 
Principles of Caning (Tory Hughes) 
Recreating Jade (Tory Hughes) 
Scultping Faces (Twink Jan-McMahon) 
 

Library Policies 
The PAPCG library owns many books and videos on all aspects of 
work with polymer clay, and the librarian welcomes suggestions 
from guild members about new material to acquire for the library. 
The library charges members $1 to borrow books and $2 to borrow 
videos.   There is a limit of two library items per person per month. 
There is a $1 per item monthly late fee.  Borrowing privileges are 
suspended if a member has any outstanding items or fees. 
Borrowing privileges are suspended for 3 months if a member 
holds materials more than 60 days without getting clearance from 
the librarian.  

 

Classes 
 

Let's Create!  455 East Girard Avenue, Philadelphia, PA offers 

classes in polymer clay, rubber stamping and scrap booking.  For 
information, call 214 423-6500, or go to their web site 
www.letscreateshop.com 
 

Jubili Beads and Yarns, 683 Haddon Avenue 

Collingswood, New Jersey offers beading, knitting, crocheting, and 
polymer clay classes.  For more information, call 856-858-7844 or 
go to their web site, www.jubilibeadsandyarns.com 

 

The South Jersey Bead Society will offer the following 

classes in 2004: 
March 4  Elizabethan Beads with Elois Powers 
March 7  Freeform Brick Stitch with Elois Powers 
April 3  All Wired Up with Mark Laraeu 
May 8  Dangling Doughnuts Necklace with Theresa Guthrie 
May 9  Zip Stitch Bracelet with Theresa Guthrie 
For more information,  contact Judy Donovan 
donovan5@snip.net. 
 

Rosie's Yarn Cellar 2017 Locust St. Philadelphia, offers 

knitting and crochet classes. For more information, call 215 977-
9276 or visit their web site, www.rosiesyarncellar.com. 
 

Sophie's Yarns 918 Pine Street, Philadelphia, offers knitting 

and crochet classes. For more information, call 215 925-knit or visit 
their web site, www.sophiesyarns.com  
 

Phyllis Fogel teaches beading and precious metal clay classes. 

For more information and her class schedule, email her at  
cre8iveb@aol.com 
 

Hand Impressions 759 South Fourth Street, Philadelphia, 

 offers an introductory 10-week metal working class.  Tuition is 
$275.00 which includes tools and materials.  For more information, 
contact Jennifer Kaisa Mayberry, 215 928-9286 
 
 
 

Proposed Classes for the Philadelphia Guild 

 
We are busy pursuing guest teachers for spring, 2004.  
Possibilities include Kathleen Dustin, Leigh Ross, Ellen Marshall 
and others.  If you know of a class you would like to take, contact 
Martha or Sherman.    If you have a class proposal, you may email 
it to Martha or Sherman or snail mail it to 
 
Martha Aleo 
Suite 1417, 1301 Filbert Street 
Philadelphia, PA 19107. 
 
We will entertain class proposals on anything of interest to 
members.  We will schedule as many classes as our members 
want, provided we can get the bodies and a place for the class. 
 
 

Master Class Policies 
PAPCG invites established artists to conduct master classes for its 
members (and others in the community). Tuition for these 
workshops, which are weekend events, is reduced for PAPCG 
members. Visiting artists base their itineraries on guilds' 
commitment to sponsor them by guaranteeing a minimum class 
size, which is typically ten (10) persons. A guild that cannot meet 
these modest requirements cannot expect to attract artists 
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teaching some of the most innovative polymer techniques 
available. With this in mind, the PAPCG has established the 
following policy: 
 
Master classes are scheduled only when the teacher's minimum 
commit to taking the class. Full payment must be received by 
either the membership meeting prior to the class or three (3) weeks 
before the class, whichever comes first.  Checks will be deposited 
on receipt.  If the class is cancelled, students will receive a full 
refund.  If the student cancels, no refund can be given because the 
tuition is paid to the teacher.    If a student who has paid for a class 
must cancel, he or she is strongly advised to find a substitute 
person to take the class. 

                             

        Donna Kato Demonstrates Feather Cane 

    

Jest Artistic by Sue Springer 

 
I'm one of those people who sees funny stuff all around me. I've been known to put my foot in my mouth a few times over the years. I'm getting 
better at not always letting my thoughts escape my lips. There are a few things I've experienced involving art that have brought chuckles to 
others so I thought I'd share a few. This tale is the first of many, I'm sure.Polymer is so versatile I've come to the conclusion anyone can create 
with this stuff. My daughter and I were in my studio (my basement) one day with my puppy.  I'll take full responsibility for him. I did want him but 
he's in that teen stage. Probably about 8th grade in the human scale. 8 months and 80 pounds later... he's a Doberman affectionately known as 
a "dobot". I think we'll like him eventually. 
 
I was in the process of showing my daughter how wonderful this clay is when I walked around the table and came to an abrupt halt. There, 
before my feet, was what appeared to be a little doggie accident. I thought I missed my cue. As we looked at it, and didn't smell it, suddenly we 
realized it was "art"! My brilliant little doggie had fashioned some brown clay to look just like a turd.  My daughter said, "Let's bake it!" So we did. 
 
Unbeknownst to my husband we placed it on his side of the bed on the floor. For days he never said anything. I was sure he picked it up with a 
paper towel and flushed it. Finally I could take it no more and asked him about it. He said he never saw it. Had "dobot" recycled it? It would have 
been hard to tell since it probably looked the same going in as coming out. 
 
I was cleaning the other day where angels fear to tread and in the deep recesses of my bedroom I found the "art". Where will the "art" go from 
here? I was thinking a public park bench... 
 
Word of the day: Polypeeve- commonly known as air bubbles. 
                                                     

Donna Kato Clay Days 
      
     Donna Kato spent two days with us in October demonstration polymer clay techniques.   She showed how to make petal canes, star canes, 
and feather canes.   We learned how to make photo transfers, how to carve rock pendants, and how to make beautiful cuff bracelets.    We were 
truly fortunate to have Donna offer to come and visit us.  .    If you missed the workshop several Guild members took pictures which we hope to 
incorporate onto one compact disc for our library.  Let's Create! is offering a display case full of Donna made creations for sale.   
 
     Special thanks are due to Rai Nelson and Connie Sheerin for setting up and facilitating Donna's program.      
 

Call for Volunteers 
 
     We need volunteer for several committees.  First and foremost is the Retreat which is scheduled for June 5 and 6, 2003.  We need people to 
work on planning and  publicity, silent auction, vendors, food, registrations and more.   If you  volunteer, you will not be thrown to the wolves.  
You will get assistance and advice from people who have volunteered for those positions in the past.    The Retreat's success depends on the 
Guild members taking an active part in its planning and implementation.  We know you won't let us down.  We will have a mini planning meeting 
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at the January 18, 2004 meeting.  If you are interested in volunteering and/or want to know more about what is involved, contact Sherman 
Oberson, phillysherm1969@yahoo.com or Martha Aleo, marthaaleo@yahoo.com. 
 
     We need volunteers for clay demos!!!!   We are interested in what you do and want you to teach it to the rest of the Guild!!!  We need to fill 
slots for the February, March, April and May meetings.  We are interested in projects/techniques of all levels.  It doesn't even have to be polymer 
clay. Contact  Sherman Oberson, phillysherm1969@yahoo.com or Martha Aleo, marthaaleo@yahoo.com if you are interested. 
 
     We need volunteers for community outreach!  We want to spread the word about polymer clay and do good in the community.  Dorothy Renc 
Gray and Maisha Sullivan have offered to chair a sub-committee to look into this.    Maisha's proposal on page 2 for "Say Yes to Education" is 
one possibility.  Are there any others we should know about?    If you are interested, contact ,  Sherman Oberson, phillysherm1969@yahoo.com 

or Martha Aleo, marthaaleo@yahoo.com, Maisha Sullivan,  Maisha1@prodigy.net 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Clay News Information 
 

The Clay News is hungry for articles, reviews, comments, suggestions, recipes, class information, show information  and anything else.  Please 
submit all material for publication  in MS word format via email or diskette.  Text format is also acceptable.  Email all submissions to 

marthaaleo@yahoo.com 

 

Publication Deadlines 
 

                                             Issue              Deadline 
                                                                               September   August 5 
                                                                               January    December  5 

 

Advertising Rates 

 
1/8 page or business card                       $25.00 per issue $  45.00  per year 
1/4 page                                                  $40.00  per issue $  70.00  per year 
1/2 page     $70.00  per issue $125.00  per year 
Full page                                                $100.00 per issue $180.00  per year 

 
 

Please submit camera-ready, non-color copy for advertisements.  All ads are 
pre paid only.  Payment and copy must be received by deadline date. 
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Philadelphia Area Polymer Clay Guild 
336 Waring Road 
Elkins Park, PA 19027 
Email Toby Troffkin,  Membership Director  towa@fast.net      
Web Site www.philadelphiapolymerclayguild.com 
 
Name____________________________________________________________ 
 
Address__________________________________________________________ 
 
City______________________________________________________________ 
 
Day Phone__________________         Evening Phone_____________________ 
 
Email____________________________   Fax____________________________ 
 
 
Check appropriate item:       NEW____________30.00/year  (25.00 if you pay by September 21) 
                                              RENEWAL_______30.00/year  (25.00 if you pay by September 21) 
 
 

Guild meetings are held the third Sunday of each month from 11:00AM-3:00PM at the Sidney Hillman Apartment 
Building second floor community room, 22 South 22

nd
 Street, Philadelphia, PA.   No meetings in December,  July and 

August.  Non-members are welcome to attend one meeting as a guest.  After that, you must join or  pay 5.00 per 
meeting. 
 
 
 

   Martha Aleo 

   Suite 1417 
   1301 Filbert Street 
   Philadelphia, PA 19107 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

  
  
T
h
e
 C

la
y
 N

e
w
s 



ASME Section News   
9 

 


