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THE CLAY NEWS
Philadelphia Area Polymer Clay Guild January 2007

Schedule of Events

January 12-15. Clayathon at the Shore
See the website for details. http://papcg.org
January 21 Meeting Fabulous Faux!
February 18 Meeting Guest Artist Eugena Topina
March 18 Meeting Guest Artist Valeria Aharoni
April 14 Master Class Jana Roberts Benzon See p.6
April 15 Meeting Guest Artist Jana Roberts Benzon
May 5 and 6 Polydelphia 2007
June 17 Meeting Theme TBA

Guest Artist Program
The Philadelphia Area Polymer Clay Guild Guest Artist
Program is one of the best benefits of membership you are
bound to get at any guild in the country. Guest artists attend
the open guild meetings; give demos and clay along with us.
We pay the Guest artists a fee for joining us from the guild
funds and there is no extra charge to guild members. You get
a mini class from nationally-known artists for the cost of
membership. Last year, the guild sponsored workshops with
nationally- known polymer clay artists, Lynne Schwarzenberg
and Christi Friesen.

This year, we are sponsoring workshops with Eugena
Topina , Valerie Aharoni and Jana Roberts Benzon. See page
3 for pictures and more information. Check the web site,
http://papcg.org for materials lists.
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State of the Guild Address
As I write this I can’t help but reflect on the Christmas

tree that isn’t up, presents not bought and the tragically lame
lights adorning the front of my house. At least the lights are on
a timer and I don’t have to remember to turn them on. They
probably won’t come down until May. I’ll just unplug the
timers. Or maybe not… On that note I’m hoping the Holidays
gave you some time to visit with family and friends, eat too
much and find a little time for you. Hopefully claying!

By the time you receive this, the South Jersey Clayathon
will be upon us. I hope to see you there. Many thanks to
Arlene Groch and her clayers for putting this together! Four
days of nonstop clay with wonderful people.

We have an amazing lineup for the spring! Our guest artist
program is on a roll. Ellen Marshall and Sarah Fisher have
been working on bringing in these talented people to share
with us. These meetings will be well worth attending! Make
sure you check the website and do a little homework to see the
artist’s work ahead of time. Eugenia’s work is simply beautiful
and Valerie brings a whole new meaning to “playing with
clay”.

We have Jana Roberts Benzon Master Class to look
forward to. If you have never attended a master class you want
to attend this one. Thanks to Ellen for lining up these classes.

Polydelphia planning starts full swing in January. Please
plan on volunteering to help, as we are short staffed this year.
We also are looking for fun ideas to incorporate into the
Polydelphia weekend so contact us. As always we look
forward to receiving your own clay pieces for the auction.
Terri will be collecting the donations.

I want to express many thanks to so many who put so much
time into our Guild. I hope to see you all soon.

~Sue Springer

Meetings are held at the Sidney Hillman Apartment
Building 22 South 22nd Street, Philadelphia, PA 19103 in the
second floor meeting room from 10am to 4 pm. If a meeting
is cancelled because of a weather emergency, the decision will
be made by 8:00 p.m. the night before and posted on the web
site. http://papcg.org
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Member News

In October, Ellen Marshall taught three Polymer Clay Classes
at Bead Fest Philadelphia, Lapidary Journal's National Bead
Show. Martha Aleo will be a featured Crafter on HGTV's
That's Clever episode 318 to air in 2007. She continues to
contribute book reviews to Lapidary Journal and Step By Step
Beads. Her review of Ellen Marshall's book, Polymer Clay
Surface Design Recipes appears in the January issue of Step by
Step Beads. Friend of the guild S.L. Savarick was featured on
the new D.I.Y Network show Craft Lab demonstrating how to
work with Photo EZ and how to screen print on polymer clay.
Craft Lab also featured polymer clay artist Karen Hardy
demonstrating Wilma Yost's clay extruder which she
developed and sells through her company, Polymer Clay
Express. Martha Aleo contributed a polymer clay piece to the
Fleisher Art Memorial's invitational exhibit and fundraiser,
"Dear Fleisher, 4 X 6 Art."

Queen of the Polka Dots Lisa Clark reports that Polka Dot
Creations is in search of interesting and well-written polymer
clay tutorials encompassing a variety of techniques. The
articles will be featured on the website free of charge and
authors will be paid. For more information, go to http://
www.polkadotcreations.com/books/submissions.html

Lisa also reports that she has started an alternative internet radio
station entitled Polka Dot Radio. More information can be found
at http://www.polkadotradio.com and everyone is invited to
listen. Her message board, The Polka Dot Cottage, is available at
http://www.polkadotcottage.net. Lisa invites everyone to drop by
and chit-chat about home, hearth, and creativity.

Gwen Agard did it again! Knit Out 2006 took place at the
Philadelphia Convention Center in September, 2006. Gwen
generously offered a demo table to the Guild so we could continue
to spread the polymer clay gospel.

Sarah Fisher, Arlene Groch and Joyce Miskowitz attended
Clay Carnival in Las Vegas, December 1-3. A feature article
about Arlene's conversion from lawyer to jewelry designer
appeared in the December 6, 2006 issue of the Atlantic City
Press.

The South Jersey Polyaddicts held sales in September and
December. They plan more in the future.

Rai Nelson will be teaching classes in PMC and polymer clay
at the Main Line Art Center. See page 6 for schedule and
information.

Sara Caldwell continues to add new items the inventory at
Blue Santa Beads. For more information, see New Products
on page 8.

ACPPA

This spring I joined a local artist's cooperative and I thought
my experiences might be interesting to some of our members.
The ACPPA, short for Artists Cooperative for Personal and
Professional Advancement is based in Norristown. The group's
three goals are to provide artists with opportunities to create,
show, teach and sell their work; to expose local communities
to art; and to provide resources for artists to help find housing
and medical coverage. The main force behind ACPPA is
Director Amy Grebe, who has turned her home in Norristown
into the Norristown Community Arts Center. She provides
classes for children now and hopes in the future to provide
classes for adults. She plans to use the tuition from these
classes fund classes for children at risk. She has already begun
this by offering special needs scholarships and classes.

My experiences since joining have been nothing but positive.
ACPPA has partnered with several spaces in the Philadelphia
area to allow artists to exhibit their work. I do collage work
and ACCPA helped me to get a one man show at a restaurant
in Olde City, Philadelphia. I am slated to have a show at the
Plymouth Meeting Mall in the spring. Another benefit of
membership is that ACPPA gets a group table at local art or
craft shows and, in return for watching the booth for a few
hours, members get the to show and sell their work. I recently
participated with ACCPA at the Skippack Days Arts and
Crafts Show and did very well. The show would have cost me
$100.00 to do alone, was covered in my yearly membership
fee of $30.00

ACPPA publishes a quarterly newsletter filled with useful
information including a list of upcoming shows and
opportunities for artists. Back issues of the newsletter are
available at the ACPPA website http://www.acppa.net . Lastly
while ACPPA does not have monthly meetings like the guild,
they do have get-togethers throughout the year. I attended one
in November and had a very good time meeting such varied
artists and musicians. ACPPA is a great resource for artists
and well worth joining, especially for those of us trying to
make a living from our art.

-Sherman Oberson

Philadelphia Area Polymer Clay Guild

Officers
President Sue Springer
Treasurer Ellen Marshall
Secretary Sharon Wells
Membership Coordinator Arlene Groch
Librarian Blanca Carasquillo
Master Class Coordinator Ellen Marshall
Web Wizard Sarah Fisher
Clay News Editor Martha Aleo
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Guest Artists 2006

Lynne Anne Schwarzenberg
http://www.riverpoetdesign.com/

Christi Friesen
http://www.cforiginals.net/

Guest Artists 2007

Eugena Topina Valerie Aharoni Jana Roberts Benzon
Faux Cloisonné Hollow Rectilinear Beads The Art of Cane Reduction
February Meeting March Meeting April Meeting

http://www.eugenascreations.com/ http://www.falczx.com/ http://www.janarobertsbenzon.com/
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Calls for Help

Guild member Patty Pickup's family suffered a terrible tragedy when her sister Carol was diagnosed with a brain tumor. The type of
tumor Carol has is called a glioblastoma and it is the most aggressive form of brain cancer. Carol is still fighting this terrible illness.
She is 42, married to Pier Monaco and has two teenage children.

You can help with a donation to the Brain Tumor Society. Your tax-deductible gift will make a difference in the lives of brain tumor
patients. It is faster and easier than ever to support this great cause. You can make your donation online by going to the web site,
http://www.braintumorsociety.org. If you prefer, you can send a tax-deductible contribution to the address below.

CHECKS MADE PAYABLE TO: BRAIN TUMOR SOCIETY
P.O. Box 3364

Falls Church, VA 22043

Beth Schwartz of Baltimore Polymer Clay Guild is organizing a fundraiser to help a family in need. Her friend's 10 year old daughter
Xavia, the oldest of five children, has been in Children's Hospital of Philadelphia for the past 9 months awaiting a heart transplant.
Although the family has health insurance, the hefty co pays have sent them into debt, even before a heart has been located. The
mothers from the Xavia's school have been holding fundraisers for the family. Beth has sold about 30 necklaces for $25 each and has
donated all proceeds to the cause. The next big fundraiser is March 10. Beth needs more necklaces.

Guilds, from New York to D.C., have offered to help. Beth is asking the Philadelphia Guild to help, too. Any heart item would work -
a necklace, earrings, a heart-shaped Christmas ornament, etc - anything would be fine. EVEN IF ONE PERSON CONTRIBUTES
ONLY ONE ITEM, IT WOULD BE GREATLY APPRECIATED! If you enclose your name and address with the item(s), Beth will
photograph and return any that don't sell. If you don't have time to make a necklace, you can make a contribution if you prefer. For
information on how to make a cash donation, go to http://www.theheartofstjosephs.com.
Send your necklaces to:

Beth Schwartz
74 River Oaks Circle

Baltimore, Maryland 21208
Email: brsbeth@hotmail.com

South Jersey Polyaddicts Show and Sale Springer Geometric Cane Demo
February Meeting

Sherman Oberson Sculpting Demo
February Meeting
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Member Spotlight Janet Scheetz

I have been working with polymer clay for thirteen years, and have been painting, drawing and
making crafts for long as I can remember. After I retired from a twenty-eight year career as a
music teacher, I have been selling my polymer clay jewelry full time. I sell my work at craft
shows in the Northeastern United Slates and am currently looking to expand to more galleries
and the Internet.

My real passion is art. I took three years of art classes in high school and have taken
numerous workshops with top polymer clay artists, besides teaching the craft myself.

I mostly make jewelry that is representational of everyday life. Using my passion for color and whimsy, I put my own unique
twist on every day objects and themes I find all around me. Nature, fashion, and seasonal and holiday motifs are just a few of the
themes that have found their way into my work. I use the caning technique most often, but as you can see from the pictures
below, I also use mica shift techniques.

I love it when my jewelry brings joy to my customers. People who see my booth at craft shows often comment, "This booth is so
happy and fun!" I feel that l was meant to be an artist and that it is my true calling in life. That my art is fun, colorful and
whimsical is not something that I planned; it is a natural expression of myself.

Janet Scheetz'.
Whimsicology
422 N Huntington Ave.
Margate, NJ 08402
609. 823.5799
Whimsicology@aol.com
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Classes

The Arabesque Cane
Jana Roberts Benzon
April 14, 2006

In this workshop, learn
the fundamentals of
Arabesque Caning, and
then with your cane
create a beautiful Floral
Eruption Pendant. This
Eruption design gives the
impression of flower
petals bursting open,
erupting from the flower
center...very
chrysanthemum-like. This course is jam packed with new and
innovative caning ideas and techniques that will spill over into
any type of caning you enjoy doing...and learning the
techniques for creating my Eruption styled jewelry will open a
flood gate of creative ideas!

Check the web site http://papcg.org for cost and registration
information for this one day workshop.

Classes with Rai Nelson

Main Line Art Center
Old Buck Road & Lancaster Ave
Haverford, PA 19041
610-525-0272
http://www.mainlineart.org

PMC
Wednesdays
January 17th - March 14th
6:30 - 9:30 pm
9 weeks

Polymer Clay Beads
Main Line Art Center
Sunday
February 4th
10 am – 1pm
1 week

PMC Charm Bracelet
Main Line Art Center
Saturday
March 3rd - March 17th
3 weeks
call for time

PMC
Abington Art Center
515 Meetinghouse Road
Jenkintown, PA 19046
215-887-4882
Thursdays
February 1st - March 8th
6:30pm - 9:30pm
6 weeks

.

S.L. Savarick Refinement Class
November 2006

Web Site Update

We're changing our website to keep you better informed of
exciting things we have planned for the 2006-2007 PAPCG
year. I think you will like where we are headed. Here's where
we are so far:

 A calendar of events, meetings and classes

 Monthly emails from our calendar, you can choose to
be notified automatically with updates.

 Online registration & payment for classes,
Polydelphia! 2007 (May 5 & 6, 2007) and dues

 Online Access to The Clay News (you will need
Adobe Reader)

Keep up to date with changes to our website. Sign up and you
will receive an email when the website is updated! Go to
http:// www.papcg.org

~Sarah Fisher

6



ASME Section News
7

New Products New Books New Videos

Get Down with Your Bad Muse!

Polymer Clay Express is constantly improving the PCE Extruder and developing new accessories to go with it. There are now three
versions of the PCE Extruder: the acrylic barrel for $50.00, the PCE Extruder with aluminum barrel for $50.00 and the PCE M all-
metal extruder for $55.00. Polymer Clay Express now offers a holder that clamps to a table top and makes it easier to extrude the
clay, and a sturdier small shapes accessory made from metal. Polymer Clay Express has also produced two new videos scheduled for
release in 2007, packed with ideas for using the extruder. The first video will cover caning techniques and the second one is entitled
Beads, Bangles, and Beautiful Focal Beads, with Mari O'Dell. . Wilma has also produced a demo video to be included when you buy
an extruder. If you have already bought your extruder, don't despair; you will soon be able to see the demo on the web site
http://polymerclayexpress.com.

Polka Dot Creations is constantly adding new books, magazines and videos to its inventory. Keep checking the web site.
http://polkadotcreations.com.

Blue Santa Beads has a new VIP program which will put out a newsletter to customers on a monthly basis. All one has to do to be on
the list is visit the shop and fill out a VIP card. Sara has also been adding inventory on a regular basis. She has some new seed beads,
size 3 square along with the usual 4 squares. She also has some size 10's in luscious colors. She also now carries Saki silver clasps and
findings borosilicate glass beads; German glass beads and wonderful new metal spacers and both Swarovski and Presiosa. Blue Santa
Beads is located at 18 North Pennell Road Media, PA 19063 610-892-2740. The web site is http://www.bluesanta-beads.com.

Jubili Beads and Yarns ® offers a 10% off Monday. If you shop there on Monday, you will receive a 10% discount on your
purchase. (Sorry, can't be combined with other discounts). Jubili Beads and Yarns ®, 713 Haddon Ave. Collingswood, NJ 08108
856-858-7844 The web site is http://www.jubilibeadsandyarns.com.

Melanie West is offering some very interesting products on her web site,
http://melanieweststudio.com. Check out her bracelet blanks (used to make cuff
bracelets) and the mini tutorial on how to use them. Melanie also offers ready-
made silk screens for printing on polymer clay.

It seems like PMCSupply.com is constantly adding new products. They also offer
an on line PMC Supply.com Video Library containing mini projects, product
demonstrations, tips, tricks and techniques. All videos are copyrighted, but they
allow you to link to them and share with friends. The web site is
http://pmcsupply.com.

The latest issue of Ornament (Volume 30, No. 1) includes feature stories on Ford and Forlano and on the
Philadelphia Craft Show.
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Jest Artsy

I can’t think of anything artsy about the following incident other than the fact that the end result
was symmetrical. It is pretty funny though.

When my twin daughters were around 3 years old they decided to help mommy. They found the
Desitin diaper rash cream. If you haven’t used this stuff, it’s thick, white, greasy and, best of all,
smells a little fishy. It’s tough stuff to get off your hands, but it’s really good at protecting little
bottoms. My thoughtful daughters proceeded to smear each other’s behinds thoroughly with the
stuff. They were so proud of themselves they just had to slide down the carpeted steps to show
mommy. Their twin bottoms made a symmetrical pattern.

~Sue Springer

S.L. Savarick modeling a hat
Marie Segal crocheted for him
out of polymer clay

Editor’s Corner

I hate to be the one to break the news to you, but Isaac Merrit Singer did not invent the sewing machine. He is, however,
responsible for many of the design aspects of the machine we use today. If you wonder that this has to do with polymer clay, keep
reading.

I don't know whether this story is true, but it offers something to think about: Singer was struggling to design an effective,
efficient sewing machine but was having trouble. The machine jammed. The thread snarled. He tried everything with no success. He
was frustrated. Then one night, he dreamed he was being chased by spear-wielding natives on a South Seas island. Sexual
connotations aside, his most vivid memory from the dream was that islanders' spears had a hole at the bottom. This gave him an idea.
He redesigned the needle of his sewing machine and put the thread hole in the bottom. And it worked. Then he made millions and
had an affair with Isadora Duncan, but that is another story.

So, what does this have to do with polymer clay? Just this: Inspiration is everywhere. Open your eyes. Open your mind.
Have fun. Remember all the fun you used to have playing when you were a kid? You are still allowed to play. Don't worry about the
end result. You didn’t worry about it when you were a kid, did you? Why do you think playing was so much fun?

We are all interested in design, construction, assembly, color, the creative process, overcoming obstacles to creativity - the list is
endless. We don't have to limit ourselves to sources dealing with polymer clay to explore these topics, or even jewelry or crafts.
Cynthia Tinapple doesn’t limit herself to polymer clay even though her fabulous blog is called http:// www.polymerclaydaily.com.
If you haven't seen her blog yet, drop everything and run to your computer. If you don't have a computer, run to your local public

library; they all have computers with fast Internet access you can use for free. While you are at this site, be sure to click on the links
for two to other great blogs, Maggie Maggio's Smashing Color Blog and Susan Lomuto Rose's Polymer Clay Notes Blog.

But wait, there's more! Ever wonder how they make toothbrushes, bagels or artificial limbs? If you get the Discovery Channel or
the Science Channel, watch How Its Made and see the process from beginning to end. You are bound to learn something about
construction and design if you watch this show. I am hooked.

I also recommend ReadyMade Magazine which bills itself as a Bimonthly print publication for people who like to make stuff.
That's us, right? They have a web site, http://www.readymademag.com. You can also find it at your local book store or your doctor's
waiting room.

~continued on next page

8



ASME Section News
9

If you want to get an insider's view of the dynamics of the jurying process, the design process, and the competitive process, I
recommend Project Runway on Bravo. Seth Savarick talked about this show (I had never heard of it) when we all went out to dinner
during his class. I TIVO'd it and watched all the episodes back to back. This show offers a concrete portrayal of how creativity and
problem solving are one and the same. Project Runway also showed me is possible to come away from a jurying process and realize
that the rejection of your work is not a comment on your intrinsic worth as a human being. Good to know.

Speaking of the jurying process, one of the most valuable learning experiences I had last year was reading the juror's comments on
why my pieces were rejected from The National Polymer Clay Guild's latest challenge, Progress and Possibilities. I commend the
National Guild for sharing the juror's scores and comments with each entrant. Normally when work is accepted to or rejected from a
juried show or a publication, we don't know why. Information like this can only help us improve our work.

And be aware that jurying is a complicated human process. Each juror has a personal philosophy of aesthetics and design, as well as
a back story. I recommend that you read Sherry Baily's short piece on the jurying process in the fall, 2006 edition of the Polyinformer.
Then gird your loins and get your work out there.

~Martha Aleo

Progress & Possibilities '07 Juried Exhibit

The National Polymer Clay Guild proudly announces Progress & Possibilities '07, their third international juried exhibition. Nine
categories provide an expanded showcase of exceptional polymer clay work. Selected pieces will be mounted on the NPCG
website and included in a show catalog. Deadline for entries received is April 1, 2007. This year’s jurors are Carol Duvall,
Barbara McGuire, and Elise Winters

Categories
1. Personal embellishments
2. Figurative sculpture - including human, fantasy, animal figures, and masks
3. Non-figurative sculpture
4. Containers, vessels, boxes, vases, baskets, bottles, bowls
5. Dolls - must be at least 1/8 polymer clay
6. Miniatures - 1/12 to 1/144 scale
7. Beads and bead sets
8. Alternative use - polymer clay used in place of traditional materials
9. Mixed media - including journals, fabric arts and other work

.Artists may submit up to three entries with two digital images each (overall view and detail shot) on a CD. CDs must be received
by April 1, 2007. Entry forms may be downloaded from http://www.npcg.org /education/progresspossibilities07.htm, via
email request to PandP@npcg.org, or by US mail (include a business size self-addressed stamped envelope) to Diane Villano,
Exhibit Coordinator, 1355 North High Street, East Haven, CT 06512.
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Philadelphia Area Polymer Clay Guild
321 Shore Road
Somers Point, NJ 08244

Email Arlene Groch, Membership Coordinator aggroch@mac.com
Web Site http://www.papcg.org
Name____________________________________________________________

Address__________________________________________________________

City______________________________________________________________

Day Phone__________________ Evening Phone_____________________

Email____________________________ Fax____________________________

Check appropriate item: NEW____________$30.00/year
RENEWAL_______$30.00/year)

Guild meetings are held the third Sunday of each month from 10:00am to 4:00 pm at the Hillman Apartments Second Floor
Community Room, 22 South 22nd St. Philadelphia PA 19103. There are no meetings in December, July and August. Non-members
are welcome to attend one meeting as a guest. After that, you must join or pay $10.00 per meeting.

Martha Aleo

Suite 1417
1301 Filbert Street
Philadelphia, PA 19107
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