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  THE CLAY NEWS 
Philadelphia Area Polymer Clay Guild January 2008 

 

 

  

 

   

        Schedule of Meetings 
 

PAPCG Monthly Meetings and Other Events 
South Jersey Clayathon January 18-23 

Meeting Sunday, 1/20 Theme: Tools! 
Meeting Sunday, 2/17 

Cabin Fever Clay Festival February 17-20 

Synergy NPCG Conference Feb. 21-23 
Master Class Saturday, 3/15 Kim Cavender 

Meeting Sunday 3/16. Kim Cavender  Guest Artist 

Master Class, Saturday, 4/19 Marla Frankenberg 

Meeting Sunday, 4/20. Marla Frankenberg  Guest Artist! 
Polydelphia Retreat Saturday 5/3 and Sunday 5/4  

Meeting Sunday, 5/18 

Road Trip to Polymer Clay Express-Date TBA 
 
MEMBERS ARE INVITED TO ATTEND A GUILD BUSINESS 
MEETING 9:30 AM-10 AM BEFORE EVERY MEETING. 

 

Also Coming Up in 2008 
Master Class and Guest Artists 
Barbara McGuire in October, 2008 
Robert Dancik  details TBA 

We meet the Third Sunday of the month from 10AM-
4PM.  We do not meet July, August or December.  Our 
June meeting is offsite from time to time, so check the 
website for current information.  

INS I D E  TH I S  I SS U E  

Schedule of Meetings 

State of the Guild Address 

Member News, Treasury and Membership Report 

Member Spotlight: Robin Milne 

Off the Beaten Web 

A Clayer's Journey 

New Products! Lois Recommends 

New in Our Library 

Proposal for a New Guild Structure 

A Word from the Editor  

Submission Guidelines 

 

Dues paid now will keep your membership up to date 
through September 2008. Take a minute and go to the 
website to renew your membership today! 

You must be a paid member to attend our Guild 
sponsored Master Classes.  Membership benefits include 
the monthly meetings, access to the library, access to 
members only area of website (pending) and more!  

Meetings, Master Classes and our Retreat are held in the 
Second Floor Community Room of Hillman House 
Apartments at 22nd and Market Streets in Philadelphia.  
There is elevator access to the meeting room.  Any 
changes in the meeting time or place will be posted on 
the website by 7 AM on meeting day. 

If you have never been to Hillman House, please email 
us at webmaster@papcg.org ahead of time to exchange 
cell phone numbers with a Guild Member.  You cannot 
call the apartment house for directions or if you have 
difficulty.  Having a phone number for someone at the 
meeting may come in handy. 

State of the Guild Address 
 
Happy New Year to all! Here's hoping your holidays were 
wonderful and you managed to get a little rest amidst all 
the family and friend stuff!  My husband was so cute; he 
put Sculpey in my stocking.  Both black and white. That is 
as much as he knows polymer clay and how we use it. (I 
have to say he knows plenty about polymers and fluid 
handling though.) 
 
We started the fall off with artists Donna Kato and had 
Jeff Dever close behind. Both were exceptional as we 
had expected. And it looks as if the Guild is off to a great 
2008! We have close to a gazillion members. Many have 
experience and those that do not have been pleasantly 
surprised by all they have learned so far. We knew they 
would be! 
 
We are trying to pack as many Guest Artists into our 
schedule as possible. One of the problems we run into   
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is trying to find dates available to both the Guild and the 
artist. In addition our room at Sidney Hillman is not air 
conditioned and we lose a few months to that.  Please 
keep your eye on the website for our updated calendar, 
as we squeeze as many new classes and artists in as 
possible. 
 
The South Jersey Clayathon is upon us and it is always a 
wonderful time for sharing and hands-on clay time. Don't 
forget we will still be holding our regular meeting at 
Hillman for those who can't attend this special event. 
 
We are very fortunate on the East Coast because our 
neighbors in Maryland will be hosting two terrific events 
this February, both Cabin Fever Clay Festival and 
Synergy. There will be plenty people to see and things to 
do at each event. We look forward to our attending 
members coming back energized and ready to share 
their fun clay experiences with us. 
 
Here's to a very full and exciting spring for PAPCG! 
 

~Sue Springer 
 

Member News 
 
Ellen Marshall's and Susan Gross's work  
(Photographed by Sarah Fisher) was featured on 
Polymer Clay Daily in September.   Sarah's photography 
also appeared in Martha Aleo's article "Surface 
Techniques: Silk Screening Polymer Clay," in the Fall 
2007 issue of Polymer Cafe  Martha also published a 
pendant project article in the Winter 2007-08 issue of 
Polymer Café,  and a beading article in the January 
January/February 2008 issue of Step by Step Beads 
called “Tokyo Rows.”  Martha was a featured crafter  on 
HGTV's "That's Clever" in March, and started a blog, 
Ornamento.  Arlene Groch and the South Jersey 
Polyaddicts have organized the third Annual Clayathon to 
be held January 18-23. Arlene also has a beautiful new 
web site, http://polygemdesigns.com.         

                        
Ellen  Susan  Sarah 
  

 

     

 
     

 

 

     
 

  
 

 

  
                    Arlene 

 
Friend of the Guild Jana Roberts Benzon has a new 
video out called Arabesque Canes.  

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
You can order it from member Lisa Clarke's site  Polka 
Dot Creations. 

    
Guild member Gwen Agard  
staged her popular annual 
community art event,  
Philadelphia Knit Out, at the 
Convention Center in 
September, 2007.     

   
   

        Gwen  
 
Member Robin Milne's word is featured on the National 
Polymer Clay Guild's web site.  Emily Levine's work will 
be featured in Donna Kato's forthcoming book on caning.  
You can see Emily's work in the January 2007 issue of 

The Clay News. 

 

Treasury and Membership Report 
PNC balance:  $2,952.14 
PayPal balance: $224.77 
Petty Cash balance $30.00 
We currently have 68 paid members. 
 

                                         ~Sarah Fisher 
 

 
 
Correction:  Leslie Pope's web site was incorrect in the 
last issue of The Clay News. 
The correct URL is http://twistedsistahbeads.com. 
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Member Spotlight   Robin Milne 

 

 
I live in Freehold, New Jersey with my husband and children, Jillian 11 and Jayden 7.   I have been an artist and crafter 
all my life and received a B.S. in Visual Arts from University of Bridgeport.  
 

I worked in display design at Nordstrom’s and was a model maker for Walt Disney 
Imagineering.  I also enjoy photography, computer graphics, paper crafts and scrap 
booking.  I am beginning my fifth year as Arts and Crafts Director for Camp Briar Hill; I 
enjoy working with children to help them discover the creative potential of different 
materials and techniques.   
 
Raised in a family of active learners and researchers, I 
was encouraged to be creative and think outside the 
box. My parents gave me materials and support so I 
could follow my interests and answer my questions.   My 
husband and I are raising our two children the same 
way through home schooling, encouraging them to find 

the answers to their questions by giving them access to a large library, the Internet 
and providing new challenges and experiences. I believe in letting children have a 
voice in their education.  Children with different talents and strengths need to be given freedom to learn in the way that 
works best for them. 
 
I began looking into polymer clay about five years ago. I say looking into because I was one of those people who did all 
the research, bought all the supplies and was ready to go, but didn’t touch the clay for about a year.  Then my Mom had 
suggested we take a class and we found out about the New Jersey Polymer Clay Guild.  I went to a few meetings but 
there was more meeting than claying at the time and they almost lost me.  Carol Duvall kept me interested, however, 
and I continued to collect tools and books, and gave the meetings another go.  Then I found the Philadelphia Area 
Polymer Clay Guild and Polydelphia.  There were so many people making so many 
great things, and I just loved that there were so many new techniques to learn.  
 
And that’s what I do: I read, research, take classes and learn different techniques. 
Then I make one or two things and move on.  I haven’t figured out my niche yet, but 
I love learning.  I also love sharing. My skills really flourished when I began teaching 
children’s classes. With children, I was able to try techniques I had only read about 
and the results were always satisfactory.  I learned to play more, save less, and I 
learned happy accidents can create new techniques.   Most of all I learned not to be 
scared.   
 
 

 
I began doing demonstrations at NJPCG meetings.  Then Mom and I got involved and changed the entire format of the 
NJPCG.  Now with more clay and business, the Guild is thriving.  This is my second year as President of the NJPCG.  
The NJPCG is where I run the show and do the demos but the PAPCG is where I get to come and play and learn.   I am 
excited to be in the member spotlight because the Philadelphia Area Polymer Clay Guild has provided me with so much 
inspiration and education. And although I live in Central NJ I travel out to Philly as often as I can to attend the PAPCG 
classes and meetings.  I also have the pleasure of having my Mother, Lois Rosenthal, a fellow artist supporting me and 
accompanying me to all the clay events.  She has also gotten me involved in beading and I am beginning to incorporate 
beading into my clay jewelry work.      
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Off the Beaten Web by Terri Powell 

 
By now, you've probably all cruised around the web and found a wealth of polymer clay--blogs, 
tutorials, newsgroups, pretty pictures of other people's work...from the big guns to folks you've 
never heard of before.  There's content about developing your creative process, finding your 
artistic voice, and selling your work.  In the polymer clay world, there's also a lot of talk about color. 
 Maggie Maggio's blog, Smashing Color (http://www.maggiemaggio.com/color/) and Lindly 
Haunani's (http://lindly.wordpress.com/) would fall under the big gun category.  A smaller gun 
would be Elaine Robitaille, whose website (http://www.tooaquarius.com/learn/) has great 
information about color and some Premo mixing charts.  The color mixing charts are particularly 

interesting--the mixed colors   Terri        don't always look like you'd expect them to.  
 

Another great, off-the-beaten-path web resource is the microscopy supply houses. There's something for everyone--
from tools to microscope slide to really pretty pictures.  (And hey, what did you think tissue blades were really used for?) 
 They mostly carry similar (but slightly different) stock, but it's always worth a browse around.  You never know what you 
might find!  On to the links:  

General Science Supply  

Fisher Scientific  www.fishersci.com  
VWR    www.vwr.com  

Tools:  
Grainger   www.grainger.com    (has a nice mini-plier set)  
McMaster-Carr     www.mcmaster.com  

Microscopy Gear 

Ted Pella                        www.tedpella.com  (my favorite)  
Ernest Fullam                 www.fullam.com  
Structure Probe              www.2spi.com/spisup.html  
Electron Microscopy Sciences   www.emsdiasum.com/microscopy/products/catalog.aspx    (has a hot pen, good for  

Pretty Pictures           burning thread in beading)  

Molecular Expressions    micro.magnet.fsu.edu/primer/resources/services.html  
David Scharf                    www.scharfphoto.com/  
Dennis Kunkel                 www.denniskunkel.com/  
Nikon                               www.nikonsmallworld.com/  

Overstock of oddball stuff 

American Science & Surplus  http://www.sciplus.com/index.cfm 

        

A Clayer's Journey 
A few years ago, a friend suggested I try Fimo when she saw how much work I put into my dough art: I 
baked the dough pieces 12 hours, sanded the edges, painted them, dipped each piece in polyurethane 
3 times and hung them to dry on wooden clothes racks. Then I wired the pieces onto wreaths and 
covered the wire with ribbon.   When I tried her old Fimo clay, on the other hand, it was like a rock 
except it crumbled. But I love torture and she assured me that if I kept squeezing it, it would get soft. I           Patti 
kept squeezing, and it finally did. I was starting to get hooked.    I looked things up on the Internet, and 
learned about polymer clay. I even printed out and read all 500 pages from Glass Attic. I found the  
Philadelphia Guild and went to a few meetings.  
       
In the 4 years that followed, I didn't do much clay because I was in graphic design school.  But sometimes when I did a 
project with polymer clay, my graphic design teachers went nuts because it was new to them and they wanted to know 
more about it. Polymer Clay is now my medium of choice. I don't know where it will take me, but I don't care.  
Sometimes  
I just go into La La Land when I work with it, which is fine with me. The only down side to my  polymer clay habit is now 
that I have an entire room packed with clay stuff, I can no longer criticize my husband's many bowling balls and bikes. 
 
When I moved to South Jersey from Philly a few years ago, I read about Arlene Groch on the Internet and saw that the 
South Jersey Polyaddicts met near me.  I contacted her and joined the Polyaddicts who met once a week. It was so nice 
 to make polymer clay friends in a strange place.  And I returned to the Philadelphia Guild.  In 2008, I plan to try new 
techniques and use some of the 2 tons of supplies I have amassed. Then, I can start to nag my husband about his  
bowling ball collection.       ~Patti Underwood 
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New Products 
 

Tonja Lenderman of Tonja's Treasures makes stencils you can use with polymer clay.  Check 

out all of them at    www.tonjastreasures.com .  For more information, email Tonja at 
info@tonjastreasures.com 
 

Donna Kato has come out with new sets of cutters.  The Square Cutter set of 6 ranges 

in size from 1 3/8 inch to 2 5/8 inch.  The Round Cutter Set of 12 ranges in size 3/4 inch to 4 3/8 
inch. Both sets are about 1 inch in height and made of stainless steel. 
 

** 

Also, be sure to try her Donna's new concentrated clays.  The set includes three bars, yellow, red, and blue.  The clay 

has a high concentration of colored pigment .and should never be used alone, but as a tinting aid to make new colors. Wear gloves when 
mixing these colors by hand because the larger amount of colored pigments will stain your hands.  
These clays are available from Prairie Crafts, Polymer Clay Express and The Clay Store.   $9.99 

  

Polymer Clay Express presents   Elise Winters' Grid Stamp. This photopolymer grid stamp is used to make a 

reproducible blend of two colors. Just impress the grid into your two conditioned colors, cut along the lines, and mix the pieces together 
according to the instructions that come with the stamp.  $10.00 
 

Here is the grid and here is an example of how it is used. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
They also have a bunch of new stamps and silk screens.  Check out Polymer Clay Express  for more information. 
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With the powerful LillyPunch™ metal hole punch you will be able to put a 

1.75mm hole in up to 2.1mm (8 cards thick) finished metal clay pieces. This 
hole size is perfect for jump rings. With this useful tool you can place holes 
in precisely the location you choose. Sturdy, solid steel construction. Comes 
with an extra male punch die.  I bet it would work with polymer clay sheets 
too.  Buy it from PMC Supply . 
 
 

 
Finally, a new and improved reissue of that well-thumbed classic, The 
Beader's Companion. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This portable book has loads of useful beading information: illustrations, color photographs, beaded samples tools, and 
step-by-step information on everything you need to know for successful beadwork.  You'll find instructions for off-loom 
stitches, stringing, embroidery techniques, knotting, macramé, wirework, finishing and more--even beader’s graph 
paper!  It’s all here--everything a beader needs in a quick and easy format. 

 

Lois Recommends 
 
We polymer clayers love cool tools we love people who tell us about cool tools.    Member 
Lois Rosenthal likes the  JoAnn Fabrics Crochet Lite  hooks by Clover: Easy to use and perfect 
for dark yarns. Battery operated with a simple on/off switch. Available in nine sizes each having its 
own beautiful color. Uses  replacement batteries. Available from JoAnnFabrics.   
            
 Lois 
 
    Lois also recommends the ultra-light craft light by  Zelco  which has a magnifying  glass.   She bought hers at the 
Museum  of Modern Art.  You can buy yours directly from Zelco. 
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New in our Library 
 
 

Millefiori Story by Judy Belcher is the essential guide to creating beautiful 

polymer clay Millefiori cane work. The 2 hour DVD covers basic to very intricate canes 
that you can make into jewelry, home decor and more.  The extensive gallery  has 
links you can press to take you back to the part of the DVD that  shows how  the item 
was made.  How cool is that? 

 

 
 
Polymer Clay Beads by Grant Diffendaffer offers twenty different 

methods for making polymer clay beads, many of which have never 
before been published. The techniques include hand-formed tubes, 
spheres, wedges, teardrops, baguettes, mokume gane, “ghost image” 
beads and more. Close-up photos show every step in the process, as well 
as the completed beads; some also appear as part of a finished piece of 
jewelry for inspiration.   

      

 

 

 

 

Proposal for New Guild Structure 
 
The PAPCG has been thriving thanks to great leadership and dedicated volunteers. While this thrills me, as a 
retired and recovering lawyer, the fact that we have seamlessly transformed from a “Robert's Rules of Order” 
format to a loosey-goosey structure while blithely ignoring our By-Laws, thrills me a bit less. I have therefore come 
up with some proposed “Guild Guidelines” for a structure more in sync with how we have actually been 
operating.  I ask Members to read and think about them so we can vote on them at a future meeting. 
 
First: This is the way we've been operating:  The PAPCG is a volunteer group of dedicated but bust people.  To keep 
PAPCG running we’ve had to cut a lot of formal corners set forth in our By-Laws like voting and regular elections. 
Instead, those who have either been elected to, appointed to, or assumed responsibility for various tasks, have just 
done them [and done them very well indeed] as long as they could and then passed the mantle on to another volunteer. 
Decisions on meeting times and places, Guest Artist programs and workshops have been made at board or general 
meetings [both open to all members] or, between meetings, by emails sent around to the roughly 13 people who have 
been most involved in Guild management. When the email opinions indicate consensus, we have taken actions based 
on the consensus.  
 
Second:  PAPCG is dedicated to creativity, learning and sharing. Our current system seems to be working well toward 
those goals; it is efficient and fundamentally democratic.  To assure that continues and to encourage more members to 
volunteer for leadership roles, we should eliminate the totally ignored By Laws and create a new, less formal structure. 
 
Third: Here are my proposed Guidelines: 
 
I.  Membership Meetings, open to all paid up Members, will be held before every Membership Meeting between 
9:30 am and 10 am.  
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2.   A Steering Committee [SC] will be comprised of all Members who volunteer to be on it and commit to  

[a]  attend at least 50% of the Membership meetings,  
[b]  answer emails from the SC Chairperson or other SC members within 48 hours of receipt unless in Tahiti, 

and  
[c]  volunteer to help where needed  [organizing and running Clay Days and Retreats,  bringing toilet paper, 

etc.] 
3.  Decision-making – General business is done at Membership Meetings. Substantive decisions [changing 
PAPCG structure, membership requirements or fees, etc.] require a vote at the Meeting. Operative decisions designed 
to accomplish the goals of PAPCG can be made through emails circulated among the SC members. A consensus is 
required for such decisions. If consensus is not reached, the decision must be tabled until the next Membership 
Meeting. Once policies have been decided they are posted on the website.  
 
4.  SC Committee Chairs:  The SC will have the following designated positions and such others as the SC may create 
as needed: 

[a] Chairperson [call meetings, sign legal documents, prod others to do their jobs, etc.] Sue Springer – always 
there for us… and for everyone else in the world. How do you do it? 

[b]  Web Wizard  --- this job is presently filled by Doc Sarah, and if the Clay Goddess continues to watch over 
us, she will continue to fill it until 1s and 0s march off into the sunset.   

[c]  Clay News Goddess ---- we all know that’s Her Royal comedienne, writer and organizer, Martha Aleo.  
[d]  Librarian --- This position is in flux, with contributions from Blanca, Lisa Clarke, and others.  
[e]  Workshop and Guest Artist Coordinator --- Ellen Marshal has done this challenging and time consuming 

job forever, to the great good fortune of all of us in PAPCG. Now the opportunity to seek out great new 
talents to bring to the Guild is open to all Members. The SC will set up Guest Artist Guidelines for Members 
to follow when they have tentative discussions with potential Guest Artists. All Guest Artist offers and 
contracts must be made by the SC. 

[f]   Membership Coordinator ---- that’s me, for the moment. 
[g]    Retreat Coordinator ---we have not had this “title” in the past but I think we really need one.  
[h]    Treasurer ---Sarah handles the day-to-day treasurer duties that flow from and coordinate with her web 

management activities. Martha is also a signor on the account, and Ellen has access to all online statements 
and will do cash flow statements as needed. What a wonderful example of cooperative management! 

 
5.  Terms of Office: I doubt if Sue wants to be designated “President for Life”. Therefore, I suggest the office of SC 
Chairperson serve a two-year term, and be rotated among the SC Committee Chairpersons, subject to vote of the 
Membership at the Annual Retreat. Committee Chairs are voted upon at the Annual Retreat, so they would be 
essentially one year terms, with no restriction on the number of consecutive terms any person could be re-elected. 
 
 
          ~Arlene Groch 
 

A Word from the Editor 
 

I am trying a new idea for The Clay News: Clickable links.  Have you ever read a magazine with a URL to an 
interesting web site and said, Oh, I'll check that later, but you never do?  I know I have.  That's why I have tried to 
put clickable links into every part of the clay news where a corresponding link exists.  If we talk about a product, 
Click!  You are at the website to order it.  If we mention an artist, Click!  You can loot at pictures of his or her work.  
You can still print out copies of The Clay News, but you can use the links if you read it on line.  For Windows users, 
hold down the "control" button and left click on your mouse.  For MAC users, just click.    If you are looking for new 
ideas , here are some clickable links to free projects to get you started:   

Art Jewelry Magazine   Step By Step Wire Jewelry   Step By Step Beads   Beadwork Magazine 
 
Bead and Button Magazine  Donna Kato Prairie Craft  Fire Mountain Gems 

 
Speaking of New and improved, our web site gets better all the time.  The next change Sarah is going to make is  
an interactive screen on the website for requesting classes, guest artists,  and materials for the library.   Look for it and 
plenty of more surprises in 2008.       
           ~Martha Aleo 
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Philadelphia Polymer Clay Guild 

 
Chairperson           Sue Springer 

Treasurer       Sarah Fisher 

FLickr Wizard        Patti Underwood 

Librarian     Open   

Membership Coordinator Arlene Groch 

Master Class Coordinator Open 

Web and Blog Wizard  Sarah Fisher    

Clay News Editor  Martha Aleo                  

 

Submission Guidelines 
 

 The Clay News is hungry for stories, reviews, comments, suggestions, recipes, class information, show information and anything 

else.  Please submit all material for publication in MS word format via email or diskette.  Text format is also acceptable. 

 

 

 

 

 

Publication Deadlines 
 

 

Issue           Deadline 
                                                                                            September   August 5 
                                                                                            January                    December  5 
 

Email all submissions to claynewseditor@papcg.org 

Mail all products and books submitted for review to 
 

Martha Aleo 
Editor  

Suite 1201 
1301 Filbert Street 

Philadelphia, PA 19107    
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Philadelphia Area Polymer Clay Guild 
1010 Dyre Street 

Philadelphia, PA 19124 

Email papcg@comcast.net  

Web Site www.papcg.org 

 
Name____________________________________________________________ 
 
Address__________________________________________________________ 
 
City______________________________________________________________ 
 
Day Phone__________________         Evening Phone_____________________ 
 
Email____________________________   Fax____________________________ 
 
 
Check appropriate item:       NEW____________$30.00/year   
                                              RENEWAL_______$30.00/year) 
 
 

 
 
 

  Martha Aleo 

  Suite  1201 
   1301 Filbert Street 
   Philadelphia, PA 19107 
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