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  THE CLAY NEWS
Philadelphia Polymer Clay Guild September 2006

        Schedule of Meetings

September 17, 2006 Clay Day, Show & Tell, a Photo Session 
and an abbreviated Board meeting.
October 15, 2006  Faux techniques with Gwen Agard , Show 
& Tell and a Photo Session
November  10, 11, 12  S.L. Savarick  Master Class
November 19, 2006  TBA        

     Meetings are held  at  the Sidney Hillman Apartment 
Building 22 South 22nd Street, Philadelphia, PA 19103 in the  
second floor meeting room.   Meetings start at 10:00 am. In 
the event that a meeting has to be cancelled because of a 
weather emergency, the decision will be made by 8:00 p.m. 
the night before and posted on the web site.

INS I D E  TH I S  I S S U E

Pay Your Dues On Line
State of the Guild Address
Member News
Polydelphia 2006
Master Class S.L. Savarick
Upcoming Events
Other Classes of Note
Library News
Jest Artsy
Member Spotlight : Joyce Miskowitz
New Products!   
Recipes
Main Line Bead Society
In Memory  Jan Estevez

    On April 30, 2005, Maisha Sullivan's 15 year old nephew 
became the 117th homicide victim in the City of Philadelphia.  
As of September 1, 2006, the number of Philadelphia 
homicide victims had risen to 258 people.  The Guild sends
Maisha and her family our prayers at this difficult time.

PAPCG Gallery Book- Call for Entries

     The PAPCG is one of the most successful local polymer 
clay guilds in the country.  We are active, innovative, and fun.  
Shouldn't we also promote our members' talent too?  Shouldn't 
we be the first local guild to produce a gallery book of 
members' work?  You know we can.

     So, let's do this!  Bring 1 or 2 polymer or mixed media 
pieces that you'd like to see in the guild gallery book to the 
September or October guild meeting, along with a brief write-
up for each piece.    All the pieces will be photographed for 
the book.  In your write-up say:  Name; title of the piece, if 
any; something about the piece, such as, what you like about 
the piece or what inspired you to make it or what you want 
the piece to convey.

     Everyone who contributes a piece will get a free copy of 
the book (or CD if we decide to go electronic).   The book 
will be available early 2007.   I'm looking forward to seeing all 
the contributions.

–Ellen Marshall

Pay Your Dues Online

It’s easier than ever to pay your dues.   You can still bring a
check or cash to the meeting or you can  pay online with
your PayPal account.  To pay with PayPal, go to our website: 

(Continued on page 2)

State of the Guild Address
I have to tell you, it was great not to have think about the 
Guild all summer! I thought about the people but not the 
mechanics. I even have a tan. I’m also about to have some 
substantial changes in my life. My baby leaves for college, one 
daughter may head to California, and one of the twins is 
moving to Boston. I feel the electric, water and food bills 
dropping already. Can you hear the Hallelujah Chorus in the 
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background? I guess I need to get back on track now with my 
presidential duties. 

Looking back on the past year we had location 
changes (twice), great demonstrations, amazing workshops 
and a fun- filled retreat. It was nice to see faces from when I 
first joined come back through our doors. Changing time and 
location back to Hillman helped many who otherwise would 
not have been able to join us. 

     We are looking forward to another exciting year ahead 
with new faces, ideas, and workshops. Our new librarian, 
Blanca Carasquella, is probably combing Amazon right now 
looking for new additions to our extensive book collection. 

   Before and since the retreat we have had some changes in 
our staff. Resigning, and all in good standing, are Dorothy 
Gray as the Food Lady, Sarah Fisher as treasurer, web mistress 
and cheer leader, Terri Powell as librarian and Toni O’Donnell 
as secretary. We owe endless thanks to these fine people for 
countless hours of service to the Guild. They even found time 
to touch clay occasionally. I personally have come to love 
them dearly over the years. I know they didn’t turn in receipts 
for all their out of pocket expenses. The refining they have 
done with the work related to these positions will make it easy 
to for our next officers to step into these jobs.

   At the last meeting, I had made an announcement about 
positions that were open. Ellen Marshall and I had spoken 
earlier and we decided if we couldn’t fill the positions we 
would wing it and do what we needed to until they were filled. 
Of course there were 15 of the 60 members present for the 
meeting so it wasn’t looking promising to find volunteers. 
Ellen had agreed to do the treasury ahead of time so that meant 
3 slots yet to fill. Well, I laid it on the table and within a 
minute they were all filled. I WAS STUNNED! Thanks go to 
Gwen Bernecker for filling the food slot, Sharon Wells the 
secretary position and Sherman Oberson as our renewed web 
master (he set up the original site). Now granted, we still need 
campaign speeches from these people and bring them up for a 
vote but I’m sure they will pass unanimously. I mean, after all,
you voted me in.

     I look forward to a terrific year and hope you can join us as 
well!     

~Sue Springer

Pay Your Dues On Line (cont. from p. 1)

www.papcg.org  and click on "JOIN OUR GUILD" from the 
menu on the left side of the screen.  Click the PayPal button. It's 
as easy as that!  The Guild can accept credit cards, echecks and 
PayPal transfers from your PayPal account.

Dues are $30 per year payable in September.  If you joined or 
renewed since May of 2006, your membership is paid through 
September 2007!

Your annual dues entitle you to rent books and videos from 
our library.  Members can attend our monthly meetings and 
planned weekend "Clay Days" at no charge. (Monthly 
meetings are now $10/meeting and Clay Days are $15/day for 
non-members.) Members also receive significant discounts for 
our Master Classes.   

-Sarah Fisher

            Member News
Sue Springer was a finalist in the Non-figurative Sculpture  in 
the National Polymer Clay Guild's second international juried 
exhibition, "Progress and Possibilities '06."

Ellen Marshall will be teaching three classes at Bead Fest in 
October. The event, promoted as "a five-day celebration of the 
bead arts" will take place October 4th through 8th at the 
Greater Reading Expo Center in Reading, PA. You can 
get all the details at http://www.lapidaryjournal.com/beadfest/

Ellen's Book Polymer Clay Recipe Book was top-selling title 
at Lisa Clarke's  Polka Dot Creations for 2005.  Ellen also
gave a lecture on color theory at the August 2006 meeting of 
the Main Line Bead Society.

Martha Aleo's articles and book reviews appeared in Polymer 
Café and Step-By-Step Beads.  She will appear as a guest 
crafter on HGTV's "That's Clever" television show in the fall 
of 2006.  Her work appears in the gallery of The Art of 
Polymer Clay Jewelry by Katherine Duncan Aimone, Lark 
Books, 2006.  She was invited to participate in the second 
biennial invitational exhibition and sale of original art to 
benefit the Samuel S. Fleisher Art Memorial's exhibition 
programs. Dear Fleisher 2006 will feature original art in 
postcard size (4 x 6 inches) in a range of media.  The 
exhibition takes place on October 15, 2006.

Arlene Groch was accepted into Craft Concepts. an invitation 
only exhibit in its 21st year.  It was held at the Noyes Museum 
of Art in Atlantic County August 16th through 27th. 

Arlene Groch and Patti Underwood  were accepted into the 
Juried Art Show: FROM A WOMAN'S PERSPECTIVE
The juried exhibition is a program presented as a Local Arts 
Development Project of the Atlantic County Office of Cultural 
& Heritage Affairs and is funded in part by the NJ State 
Council on the Arts.  (Member news continued on next page)

Philadelphia Polymer Clay Guild
Officers

President   Sue Springer
Treasurer   Ellen Marshall
Secretary   Sharon Wells                   
Membership Coordinator Arlene Groch                          
Librarian  Blanca Carasquella
Master Class Coordinator Ellen Marshall
Web Wizard      Sherman Oberson
Clay News Editor Martha Aleo
Food Coordinator Gwen Bernecker
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Member News
Dorothy Gray had two polymer clay pieces accepted into the juried members' show of the Plastics Club.  The show opened  on May 
7. The Plastics Club was the first painters club in America exclusively for women artist and was established late in the nineteenth 
century by several distinguished painters, including Violet Oakley.
Sherman Oberson will be teaching polymer Clay Classes at Tesserae Art Studio.  For more information,  go to 
http://www.bellamosaic.com/
Friend of the Guild   Elise Winters will appear at the 2006 Philadelphia Museum of Art Craft Show at the Philadelphia  Convention 
Center.  November 2-5, 2006.   
Gwen Agard does it for the fifth straight year!  Don't Miss Knit Out on September 10.  More information on page 4.

Polydelphia 2006

We had a blast!!!  See you all for Polydelphia 2007

Thanks to Our Contributors

Beadalon.com                    Scott Publishers Polymer Café
Blue Santa Beads Layl McDill Silly Millie’s
Softflex Rio Grande 
Boston Clay  Works          The Bead Cellar
Paverpol The Clay Store
Clay Alley Poly-Tools
Makin's Clay The Bead Warehouse
Clearsnap Twisted Sistah
Craft Mates Marie Segal
Golden Paints Barbara McGuire
Kalmbach Publishing  Christie Friesen
Lazertran Grant Diffendaffer
LisaPavelka Gwen Gibson
MicroSurface Jana Benson
Natural Touch Beads         Judy Belcher
NPCG                                 Karen Lewis (Klew) 
Parawire Louise Fischer Cozzi
PhotoEZ Lynne Schwarzenberg
Polkadot Creations Sarah Shriver
Polyform Products             Tsukineko
Polymer Clay Express      Special thanks to Joyce 
Polymer clay Your Way     Miskowitz!

       
                            2006 Tropical Bead Strand

Wilma Yost and Jeannie Havel

Dorothy Gray                                Sherman Oberson 
and Ellen Marshall                       and Sue Springer

         3
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Master Class
Printing On Polymer • Advanced Screenprinting 

Techniques for Polymer Artist
Refinement Workshop

with S.L. Savarick
November 10, 11 and 12, 2006

Screenprinting is a versatile tool which can be used to apply 
complex and precise surface images on polymer clay. In this 
one day Intensive class we will explore unstructured and 
traditional frame based screenprinting techniques that expand 
the possibilities of polymer clay surface design giving new 
depth and intensity to your work. Demonstrations and 
techniques taught include: • Tools and materials for 
unstructured and traditional frame based screenprinting • 
Image creation and preparation • Autographic
 and digital positives with photo sensitive screenprinting film 
• Exposure and developing photo screen stencils • Design and 
registration techniques • Mixing and printing with acrylic 
based printing mixes • Applying screenprinting polymer to 
jewelry and other clay forms.

Refinement!© Design, Construction and Finishing 

Techniques for Creating Gallery Quality Work.
Whether your looking to sell you polymer work through a 
professional venue or just want to raise the level of craftsmanship 
in your work, refinement is the key. Learn design, construction and 
finishing  techniques that will elevate your work to new artistic 
levels. Working with classic jewelry forms such as brooches, 
pendants and bracelets, Students will create a set of reference 
samples while developing a foundation of skills and a design 
approach that they can apply to any polymer work. Demonstrations 
and techniques taught Include: Assessing a design to develop a 
construction plan. • Developing tools to aid in constitution. • 
Construction techniques for flawless surfaces, perfect seams, 
pristine edges, exquisite backs and impeccable interiors. • 
Modifying Construction techniques to suit design variations. • 
Curing techniques for structural strength. • Proper sanding and 

polishing technique. • Choosing the right finishes, coatings and 
glazes. • Finishing techniques for matte, satin luster and high gloss 
surfaces finishes. The Refinement workshop has evolved and 
changed since Seth taught it at Polymer Clay Express last year. Even 
if you have taken it before, he is sure past workshop participants will 
find a lot of new material.

FEE: $225 for both classes, $80 for screenprinting and $165 for 
  refinement.  Please pay with PayPal using the email address,   
PAPCG@comcast.net  For questions, including where to send 
payment by check, email  Ellen Marshall at 
classes@philadelphiapolymerclayguild.com.

Upcoming Events
Knit Out

The fifth annual Philadelphia Area Knit Out and Crochet event will 
be held Sunday, Sept. 10, 2006 from noon to 5 p.m. at the 
Pennsylvania Convention Center in Center City Philadelphia.

For information about the day, how to make donations or 
information about volunteer opportunities, contact Gwen Agard, 
215-928-9960, PhilaAreaKnitOut@aol.com.

Lapidary Journal's Beadfest

Classes: October 4-8, 2006  Expo Hall: October 6-8, 2006
Friday & Saturday: 10am-7pm. Sunday: 10am-5pm.   For 
information, go to  http://www.lapidaryjournal.com/beadfest/

Classes of Note

Polymer Clay Express presents Dan Cormier & Tracy Holmes
at The ArtWay Studio • Damascus, MD 800 844-0138 • 
www.polymerclayexpress.com   After a successful first visit to 
teach their “Cutting Edge” techniques to a sold out class at The 
ArtWay in June 2005, Dan & Tracy are thrilled to be returning to 
Damascus this Fall with the following  workshops.

The Cutting Edge
two-day workshop • Sat.Nov.4.06 & Sun.Nov.5.06 • $165.
Building Better Beads
two-day workshop • Sat.Nov.11.06 & Sun.Nov.12.06 • $165.
A Day at the Beach
one-day workshop • Mon.Nov.13.06 • $85.
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Look for Classes by Lindley Haunani in September and
Kathleen Dustin and Nan Roche and others in the future
If you are interested in any of these classes, call Artway at (800) 
844-0138 or (301) 482-0399.

Michele Grady  Workshops

No prior jewelry making experience is necessary for any of the 

workshops or classes listed. If you are interested in taking a 

workshop please do not wait too long to sign up. They do fill up 

quickly! Workshops take place at Creative Genius Gallery 

and Art Studio, 32B N. Main St., Medford, NJ. (609) 714-1131 

or Jubili Beads and Yarns, 713 Haddon Ave., Collingswood, 

NJ (856)858-7844.  Classes include PMC, wire working and 

fused glass. For more information, go 

to:www.MicheleGrady.com

Classes at Imagine This!

Bethesda, September 17, Fabulous Rainbow Bowls in Polymer 
Clay, with instructor Kathryn Ottman. 

Bethesda, February 17, 2007, Life’s Journey: A Polymer Clay 
Story Journal with Instructor Kathryn Ottman.   

Bethesda, October 17, An Abundance of Beads in Polymer Clay 
with instructor Kathryn Ottman. 

Bethesda, November 18, Holiday Wreaths from the Wild, with 
instructor Kathryn Ottman. 

Laurel, September 23-24, 2006, My Beloved Polymer Sheets 
and Casebound Polymer Journal 2-day workshop with Instructor 
Geraldine Newfry

Laurel, October 21-22, 2006, Sculptural Focal Beads and 
Vessels with Instructor Christi Friesen Laurel, late 2006, Class 
TBA with Instructor Marie Segal.

Laurel, November 4-5, 2006, "Squiggles" necklace and Ikat 
necklace with Instructor Donna Kato

FOR ADDITIONAL INFORMATION CONTACT KATHRYN 
OTTMAN AT IMAGINETHISCO@HOTMAIL.COM

THE NEXT IDEA CREATIVITY WEEKEND 

Exploring the Art, Science and Spirit of Creativity - October 27-

29, 2006 New Lebanon, N.Y.

Explore your NEXT BIG IDEA … Renew your Creative Spirit, 
Re-invent yourself,  mobilize your Life-Energy and live your 
Passionate Path.  For more information, go to 
www.NextIdeaCreativityConference.com.

Library News
                         
We've acquired a few things for the library over the past year. 
Here's what's some of what's new:

DVDs: HattieS Contemporary Precious Metal Clay
      Louise Fisher Cozzi--Sophie Necklace

Videos: Intricate Kaleidoscope Caning--Sarah Schriver
Books: Polymer Clay Creative Traditions--Judy Belcher

        Clay Characters for Kids--Maureen Carlson
Polymer Clay for the Fun of It--Kim Cavendar
Welcome to the Jungle--Christi Friesen

   The Art of Metal Clay--Sherri Haab
The Art of Beadwork--Valerie Hector
Polymer Clay for the First Time--Syndee Holt
Soft Surfaces--Judy Juracek
Introduction to Glass Fusing--Petra Kaiser
Polymer Claywork--Mary Maguire
Quick & Easy Gifts in Polymer Clay--Lisa Pavelka
Polymer Clay in a Day--Emma Ralph
The Fused Glass Handbook--Gil Reynolds

Ordered: The Art of Jewelry: Polymer Clay--Kathleen 
Duncan Aimone
 My Favorite Things in Clay--Kato, et al.
 PMC Basics (DVD)--Tim McCreight

     I just wanted to thank you all for your support over the last five 
years.  Being the librarian has been both fun and rewarding for me, 
and  I feel honored to be part of such a great group.  Thanks, too, 
for the gift certificate for Polka Dot Creations.  What a fitting gift 
for the librarian!  A special shout-out to Blanca Carasquella, your 
new librarian!  (I think she's tougher than me, so you all should be 
on your very best behavior.)  Thanks again for everything.   Please 
give Blanca a warm welcome at our September meeting.

  Sincerely,
                     Terri Powell

  PAPCG Enforcement and Acquisitions (ret.)

Jest Artsy
  
   Sometimes something catches you by surprise and you just want 
to burst out laughing but it would be totally inappropriate. I have to 
say I have this warped sense of humor and this happens to me quite 
often.  The laughter usually comes out in tears and people think 
I’m sad or something. This little story isn’t about me though.
     My sister-in-law was in a play years back at the local 
playhouse. I don’t remember the name of the play but I remember 
the scene. My sister-in-law was sitting in the background at a card 
table with three other women. They played cards while the drama 
unfolded in front of them. The last night of the play everything was 
coming off without any incidents. The ladies sat at the table while 
the dealer dealt the cards. Much to their surprise, when they turned 
over their hands they were holding Chippendale Cards. They had 
no choice. They had to cry.

~Sue Springer
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Member Spotlight   Joyce Miskowitz

     My interest in Polymer Clay began after watching Donna Kato on the Carol Duvall Show in 2001.  Donna made a gorgeous 
Mokume-Gane Heart.  This was a real “WOW”.  I had to find out about this art medium.  I went on the Internet to see what I could find 
and discovered  Polymerclaycentral.com. I was amazed at how versatile polymer clay could be.  

     Then I started my collection of “stuff”-- clay  (after buying many 
packs of S  Sculpey III I found out that this was not the best clay to be 
using), books, tools, embellishments, texture sheets, paints, pasta 
machine, etc.   I bought supplies for two years but still had not taken 
the clay out of the package.  I read on Polymer Clay Central that Leigh 
Ross was going to give her Millennium Garden Workshop at the 
Philadelphia Guild.  So, I signed up for the workshop, figuring this 
would be a wonderful  hands-on introduction to Polymer Clay.  This 
was my first experience actually working with the clay.  I learned a lot, 

had a great time and met many wonderful people.  Everyone was just so friendly and helpful I just 
had to join the Philly Guild and be a part of this great group.   I began attending their monthly 
meetings (I live in NJ -1 ½ - 2 hr drive--well worth the long drive)  and signed up for every 
workshop they offered.  In the past 3 years I have taken 19 great workshops with very talented 
artists in six states. 

      I was also fortunate enough to be able to attend a one week fabulous workshop in Durfort, France with Gwen Gibson in 2005.  I 
attended 3 retreats in Philly and 2 in Connecticut.  This year I was lucky enough to attend Shrine Mont - a one week retreat sponsored 
by the National Polymer Clay Guild. One entire week of doing nothing but clay!! 
     
    These have all been fantastic learning experiences.  I have made many wonderful friends along the way.  I also joined guilds in  New 
Jersey and Florida, and the National Guild, A small group of us from the Philly Guild who live in South Jersey (actually, I live in 
Central Jersey) also get together once a week for brainstorming, creativity, and fun.  There’s a lot of energy and inspiration in this 
group--led by my wonderful friend Arlene Groch.  
We’ve traveled together to 
attend numerous workshops 
and retreats.  

      I do not have an art 
background but have 
always enjoyed creating 
things with my hands.  I’ve 
never been this involved in 
any other art medium.   At this point, I don’t have a particular focus.  I’ve been mostly making jewelry.  I spend a lot of time on the 
finishing trying to get “Museum Quality” as S.L. Savarick stresses in his finishing workshop which I took in Maryland.  Since the 
beads are usually small scale, I get instant results and gratification that I’ve finished a piece of “art“.  There are just so many techniques 
and ways to use PC--I just want to do it all.   I don’t know if I’ll every get to try them all, but I bet I have all the tools and supplies.

~Joyce Miskowitz

South Jersey Clayathon

January 13 to 16 2006. Thanks to Arlene Groch and the South 
Jersey Polyaddicts for making it happen!   I didn't know it was 

possible to have so much fun without  breaking the law!
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New Books and Products

Four New Titles From Interweave Press

Hand Felted Jewelry and Beads: 25 Artful Designs by Carol Huber Cypher

The Bead Directory The Bead Directory: The Complete Guide to Choosing and Using more than 600 Beautiful Beads 
by Elise Mann

Making Colorful Wire & Beaded Jewelry: 35 Fabulous Designs by Linda Jones

Hip to Bead: 32 Contemporary Projects for Today's Beader  by Katie Hacker 

Clay Techniques to Dye For

Belcher, Judy and Blackford, Leslie and Cavender, Kim and Tlach, Debbie 
Full Color Project Book (Design Originals, 2006)  List Price: $12.99 

Create stunning projects. Tips for coloring and dying polymer clay with inks and mediums.

                    Available at www.polkadotcreations.com

From Polymer Clay Express –Bracelet Extrusion Dies

Set of four disks to extrude double-hole tubes. Cut extrusion in 
half, match up channels and blend together to create a variety of 
forms - fast forming of bases for beautiful stretch bracelets, also 
neckpieces and beads.  Use with your Polymer Clay Express 
extruder and small shapes adapter barrel.

Pasta Machine Motor Foot Pedal

Works like a sewing machine pedal - the further you depress the foot pedal, the faster the motor 
goes. For use with pasta machine and the Atlas Marcato motor.  To order go to www. 
polymerclayexpress.com  
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Helen Breil Shades of Clay Texture Plates

Coming September 1st, a Shades of Clay exclusive, 
texture plates by Helen Breil.  A Canadian artist who is 
best  known for her contemporary jewelry pieces and 
work featured in Step-By-Step Beads  Helen has 
turned her creative energy to producing rich and 
exciting patterns which can be readily reproduced for 
your special projects.
To order go to www.shadesofclay.com

Recipes
Curried Peanut and Tomato Soup
(as written) 

1 med. onion, chopped (~1 c.)
1/4 t. salt
1/8 t. black pepper
2 T. vegetable oil
2 t. curry powder
1 14-oz. can tomatoes in juice
1 3/4 c. broth
1 c. hot water
1/4 c. smooth peanut butter
2 T. chopped fresh cilantro
Cook onion, salt, and pepper in oil over moderate heat until 
softened (4-5 min.) Add curry powder and cook, stirring 
broth and simmer, uncovered, 5 min. Stir hot water into peanut butter until smooth and add to soup. Puree the soup with an immersion 
blender. Simmer, uncovered, stirring occasionally, 5 minutes. Stir in cilantro before serving.

Modifications: I used Penzey's Maharajah curry powder and Knorr vegetable bouillon. I used way less hot water to stir into the peanut 
butter (probably only about 1/4 c.). The soup was prepared the day before serving. The day of serving, I tasted and felt that it was too 
mild, so added a couple of pinches of red pepper flakes. Cilantro from a squeeze-tube (found in the produce section of the Ambler 
Acme) was stirred in just prior to serving.

If I ever write a quick and easy soup book, you guys will get credit as my guinea pigs--I mean tasters.

               ~Terri Powell

Mango Thing

     Steam some basmati rice (I steam it in the microwave). Sprinkle  with a mild vinegar, walnut oil, sea salt, and white pepper toss with 

chopped scallions, cilantro and mangoes!!!!

     Optional: top with grilled chicken breasts, salmon, tuna or

shrimp (this makes it main dishy) 

                         ~Dorothy Gray
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Spring Asparagus Dish

1/2 to 1 lb  ham chunked into small chunks

3/4 lb. Asparagus sliced into 2" pieces and blanched

1 clove minced garlic

1/4 C. white wine ( any kind I use a demi sec)

1/2 C. sour cream

1/2 C. butter

1/2 to 1 lb of mushrooms sliced

Fresh grated parmesan cheese to taste

1 lb spaghetti or fettuccini

                  

Cook pasta according to package and drain. Sauté' garlic and mushrooms in butter until tender and brown. Add wine and sour cream, 

warm through until slightly thickened. Add ham and asparagus and heat through. Add pasta to sauce, add desired amount of parmesan.

Enjoy !

                                                        

~Sue Springer

Main Line Bead Society

         The Main Line Bead Society was formed in March, 2006 and already it boasts over 100 members.   It's not hard to 
understand why.   They typically have two presentations per meeting- a guest artist who gives a slide presentation and a guest 
lecturer who speaks on topics ranging from creativity to color theory to copyright law to starting a business.

     Members host "Bead Soirees" in their homes and businesses so they don't have to wait for a meeting to get together and have  
fun.     The Board has negotiated so many freebies and discounts at local bead stores and businesses that the $45.00 yearly 
membership pays for itself.       The Main Line Bead Society meets 12 months a year at Bethany Collegiate Presbyterian Church 5 
North Concord Avenue (Township Line and Ormond Avenue) Havertown, PA 19083.  Meeting Time: 7 - 9 pm For more 
information, go to their web site  ww.mainlinebeadsociety.org

    Submission Guidelines

The Clay News is hungry for stories, reviews, comments, suggestions, recipes, class information, show information and anything else.  
Please submit all material for publication in MS word format via email or diskette.  Text format is also acceptable.

Publication Deadlines
Issue           Deadline

                                                                                            September  August 5
                                                                                             January                    December  5

Email all submissions to marthaaleo@yahoo.com
Mail all products and books submitted for review to

Martha Aleo
Editor 

Suite 1417
1301 Filbert Street

Philadelphia, PA 19107   
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In Memory

     Guild member Jan Estevez died on February 11, 2006.  I first laid eyes on Jan at a guild meeting in the winter of 2003.  She 
showed me three video tapes she had filled with back-to-back polymer clay episodes from the Carol Duvall show. Not only had 
she edited out all the commercials, she had labeled each tape box with a list of each show, technique and artist. And she was 
donating them to the guild library.  Now, here was a woman clearly obsessed with polymer clay.  I wanted to know more about 
her.

     I examined one of the tape boxes in admiration, and asked her, "Does your family laugh at you when you do things like this?"  
"Yes!" she replied.   "Do you like power tools?"  I pressed on.  "Yes!" she replied enthusiastically. "So do I," I squealed, "and my 
husband makes fun of me all the time!"  "My kids make fun of me too," she replied.  We broke into laughter.  I had met a kindred 
soul.
    
     Jan never did anything half-heartedly. She was passionate her art, her children, her partner, Sam and her friends.  She was 
warm and generous.  She had strong opinions, but she was tactful.  And boy did she know how to have fun! Jan had not been a 
guild member long when she decided to open Let's Create!  She was a woman obsessed and polymer clay was her mission.  She 
and Sherman Oberson worked tirelessly to stock the store with every kind of clay, stamp, dye, paint, powder and tool you can 
imagine.  Let's Create! opened in October 2003 on my wedding anniversary.  I interrupted celebrations to attend the opening. 

      Jan did more than open a store-she created an oasis where guild members and polymer clay newbies could learn techniques, 
ask questions, read books, watch videos, eat, play, socialize and learn.  She showcased the art of her friends.  She opened the space 
for guild meetings. She gave teaching opportunities to people who had never taught before.  She provided inspiration to anyone 
who walked through the door and created an environment where people felt safe to explore.  She gave her customers a haven 
where they could escape from the pressure of their jobs and families, have fun and hang out with  other people who shared their 
passion for crafts, clay and creativity. Lets Create!  became a destination for nationally known polymer clay artists.  Donna Kato, 
Leigh Ross, Grant Diffendaffer, Linda Peterson and S.L. Savarick were just a few of the artists who passed through her door.  
Let's Create! was group therapy, art school, summer camp and clay happy hour rolled into one. I hoped it would never end.

   It did end, but that is not what makes Jan's passing so painful.  Jan was more than Let's Create!  She lived with such passion, 
spirit and vivacity that everyone wanted to be with her. We all had so much fun together.    We are so sad because she filled our 
lives so much. Now that she is gone, we are left with memories. What good are memories?  As long as they stay with us, Jan is 
here.  "To live in hearts we leave behind is not to die."   We will miss you Jan.  

~Martha Aleo
                    

Rear l-r Judy Lopato, Sarah Fisher, Barb Daily, Toni O'Donnell, Ellen Marshall
Front l-r Jan Estevez, Linda Welsh Peterson, Martha Aleo
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Philadelphia Area Polymer Clay Guild
Suite 1417, 1301 Filbert Street
Philadelphia, PA 19107 
Email Arlene Groch, Membership Coordinator aggroch@mac.com    
Web Site www.papcg.org

Name____________________________________________________________

Address__________________________________________________________

City______________________________________________________________

Day Phone__________________         Evening Phone_____________________

Email____________________________   Fax____________________________

Check appropriate item:       NEW____________$30.00/year  
                                              RENEWAL_______$30.00/year)

Guild meetings are held the third Sunday from 10:0 am- 4: 00pm at the Hillman Apartments, 22 South 22nd  Street Philadelphia, 
PA 19103. No meetings in December,  July and August.  Non-members are welcome to attend one meeting as a guest.  After that, 
you must join or pay $10.00 per meeting.

  Martha Aleo
  Suite 1417
   1301 Filbert Street
   Philadelphia, PA 19107
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