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Martha Aleo                                                                                    marthaaleo@yahoo.com 

Ancient Patina Class (Saturday) Materials Fee $10.00 payable to teacher 

Raku Bead and Funky Earring Demo (Sunday) 

 

Ancient Patina Class (Saturday) 

Like the look of old fabric, antique silk and velvet, Raku pottery, old pottery shards and 

verdigris?  Learn how to reproduce the look of these weathered surfaces on polymer clay, by 

combining acrylic paint, embossing powder, liquid polymer clay, patterns from stencils and silk 

screens, and mica powders. 

For the class we will be working on two projects. You can try one or both of them as time 

permits. 

 

The small mirror is framed with a free form assemblage of polymer tiles made with image 

transfers.  You can make your own or choose from the many I provide. You will paint, patina, 

and rough up the frame and make look like it was dug out of an ancient burial site.  

 

You can also make vessels. (Simple shapes are best; lidded cylinder forms work very well) that 

you can paint, screen print onto, emboss, texture and embellish.  You can tie on twigs, wire and 

stones.  The only limit is your imagination.  This is a class where you are encouraged to play and 

let your imagination run wild.   

 

For the Sunday Guild meeting, I will demonstrate how these techniques can be used to make 

ancient-looking beads and earrings that look like they were buried in tombs in the Indus Valley, 

except the designs and colors will be your own. 

 

Supplies for Saturday Class  

Your usual clay tools 

Conditioned scrap clay which can be any brand or color as long as it all bakes at the same 

temperature.  1 pound.  Less if you are bringing pre-made vessels or mirror backings to class. 

 

2 oz clay blocks in the following colors:  Black, White, any metallic that you like (Pearl, Gold, 

Copper, Silver) ecru, beige, translucent.  Plus any other colors you like for accents and 

embellishment.  You will not be using all of it. 

Translucent Liquid Polymer Clay- can be Kato or Sculpey.   

Colored Liquid Polymer Clay- Black, Pearl and the other metallics if you have them.   

Silk Screens if you have them 

Natural or cellulose sponge and container of water for cleaning the screens 
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Acrylic paint in tubes.  Iridescent and metallic paints work well.  Also, bold primaries, black, 

white and colors you like.  (I will bring some to share) 

Genesis Medium (bonder) (I will bring some to share) 

Metal Leaf in your choice of colors.  If you have scraps and flakes, you can use them. 

Embossing Powder (I will bring some to share) 

Repel Gel 

Mica powders 

 

Paper towels 

Disposable latex gloves 

Heat gun used for rubber stamping only (Not Home Depo paint stripper gun.  It gets too hot!!) 

Tiles for baking 

Paint brushes and sponges for painting. 

Drill bits 

Wire cutter (not your good flush cutters!) 

Any found objects you would like to try to incorporate into your pieces 

 

Materials I will bring to share 

Twigs 

Drilled stones 

Copper Wire 

Silk Screens (please clean them immediately after use!!) 

Embossing powder in a limited range of colors 

Acrylic paint 

Colored Liquid Sculpey 

Pieces of Mirror (I will also bring glass cutting tools.  If you have any old glass tiles, I can cut 

them up.  No giant mirrors please!) 

Repel Gel 

 

 

Before Class 

Condition your clay. 

 

Baked Clay with transferred images. -  I will be bringing a ton of this for you to use.  I make the 

transfers using clippings from glossy magazine pages.  If you want to make your own, go to 

http://glassattic.com/polymer/transfers.htm  and scroll down to “MAGAZINE pages + other 

SLICK papers.”  Keep in mind that if you make transfers, they do not have to be perfect.   

We be cutting them up, using pieces, and painting and embossing on top of them. Besides, 

nothing ancient is in perfect condition anyway, so imperfections add to the look. 

 

http://glassattic.com/polymer/transfers.htm
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Mirror Project 

If you are making the mirror, you should bake two 6” by 4” (postcard size) 

rectangles of clay 1/8” thick (thickest pasta machine setting).   

 

 

Vessel Project 

You can make a vessel or two in advance or make one in class.  Vessels are time consuming to 

make, however, so you might want to consider making one ahead of time.  TIP: - Dan Cormier 

has a great fitted box project in Polymer Clay: Exploring New Techniques and New Materials by 

Georgia Sergeant, Celie Fago and Livia McRee. (Psst!  Ellen Marshall has a project in the book 

too!) 

You can get this book used from Amazon as low as $1.97 plus shipping.    

http://www.amazon.com/Polymer-Clay-Exploring-Techniques-

Materials/dp/1564968693/ref=pd_sim_b_24 

The book is reprinted along with three other books in Polymer Clay Art: Projects and 

Techniques for Jewelry, Gifts, Figures, and Decorative Surfaces.   

http://www.amazon.com/Polymer-Clay-Art-Techniques-

Decorative/dp/1592533574/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1287605091&sr=1-1 

 

Straight, open vessels work well too. 

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sunday Class 

Bring your polymer clay beads, heat embossing guns and powders, mica powders, acrylic paints, 

wood skewers, bead baking rack, TLS, small shapelets or templates for earrings, bead roller if 

you want to make bead shapes, scrap clay, jump rings (any size/finish you like), earring wires or 

backings and glue to attach them if needed, round nose and chain nose pliers, wire cutters. 

http://www.amazon.com/Polymer-Clay-Exploring-Techniques-Materials/dp/1564968693/ref=pd_sim_b_24
http://www.amazon.com/Polymer-Clay-Exploring-Techniques-Materials/dp/1564968693/ref=pd_sim_b_24
http://www.amazon.com/Polymer-Clay-Art-Techniques-Decorative/dp/1592533574/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1287605091&sr=1-1
http://www.amazon.com/Polymer-Clay-Art-Techniques-Decorative/dp/1592533574/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1287605091&sr=1-1
http://www.amazon.com/Polymer-Clay-Art-Techniques-Decorative/dp/1592533574/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1287605091&sr=1-1
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I will demonstrate my version of Raku beads and funky ancient earrings.  If we have time, I will 

demonstrate jump ring making. 

 


