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Welcome Back! 
   Schedule of Meetings 

 
January   16          Back to Basics    
February  20         Fitted Lid Containers  
March       20         Surface Treatments for Fitted Lid  Containers 
April          17         Pens, Pens, Pens!!! 
May          21-22   The Retreat            
June         12         End of the year celebration (details TBA) 
June          24-25   Dan Courmier Class 

 
        January 16, Back to Basics  

       
 Back by popular demand, the first meeting of 2005 will be  
 devoted to demonstrations of basic polymer clay techniques  
 including   caning, Skinner blends, mokume gane and more. 
 Sandi Griffith will lead the demo.   
 
                        New Meeting Format 
   Demos will begin promptly at 11:00 AM.  We have also cut the 
business portion out  of general meetings.  We will be holding 
separate business meetings at 6:00 PM the third Thursday of each 
month (except  December) at Let's Create! (Subject to confirmation 
by Jan).  All members are welcome to attend business meetings.   
. 

S.L. Savarick Class 
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       Corrections and Additions 
                                             
                                                                                                               Jubili Beads and Yarns was a silent auction  
                                                                                                               contributor at the Silent Auction at the 2003 Retreat. 
                 This information was inadvertently omitted from the.                          
                  September 2004 issue of The Clay News 
 

                                                                                                                            Our New Format 
         
         From now on,   The Clay News will be emailed 
        in PDF format to guild members and friends. 
        Hard copies will be available at meetings for 
        those who do not have Internet access.  
 
 
 
  
        
                                                                                                                   

Philadelphia Polymer Clay Guild 
Officers 

Chair 
 

Martha Aleo  
marthaaleo@yahoo.com
Secretary 

 
Toni O'Donnell                

Antonia.ODonnell@ssa.gov 
 

Membership Coordinator 
 Toby Troffkin                         

towa@fast.net 
 

Librarian 
 
 Terri Powell                  

TerriPowell@rohmhaas.c
om 

 
Treasurer 

 
  Sarah Fisher                     

sarah.fisher2@comcast.n
et 

 
Master Class Coordinator 

 
  Ellen Marshall                 
larrine@msn.com 
 

Meeting Demo Coordinators 
 
  Ellen Marshall                 
larrine@msn.com 
  Jan Estevez            
letscreate@hotmail.com  

Web Wizard 

S.L. Savarick Class 
 

S.L. Savarick (Seth for short) taught a fabulous two day 
Master Class in November on Textile Surface Design 
Techniques for Polymer Clay Artists Dyes, Resists, 
Discharge and More. 
 
The evening before, he gave a thoughtful and entertaining 
lecture  entitled   Finding Your Voice: Building a 
Cohesive Body of Work, An Artist's Approach. 
 
If you would like to contact Seth, you can reach him at 
slsavarick@earthlink.net 
 

Member News 
 
The 3rd Annual Philadelphia Area Knit Out & Crochet 
Event,   held on Sunday, September 26, 2004 at the 
Philadelphia Convention Center, was a huge success.  
Congratulations to  Gwen Agard ,   who dreamed up and 
organized the event, and pulled it off with a cadre of 
dedicated volunteers who included many Guild members. 
 
Ellen Marshall's book, Polymer Clay Surface Art-A Guide 
to New Designs, Techniques and Materials is completed 
and in the hands of the publisher.    The gallery 
submissions include work by Martha Aleo, Judy Lapato, 
Leslie Pope and Sue Springer.   Ellen will also have  
a project article in the March/April issue of Step by Step 
magazine. 
 
Wilma Yost has  several new videos due for release:  
Marvelous Mica Clay with Grant Diffendaffer, and 
Costuming Men and Costuming Women with James 
Carrington.  Polymer Clay Express is also opening  
a retail store in Damascus, Md.    Check out their web site, 
www.polymerclayexpress.com,  for more information. 
  
Martha Aleo contributed book reviews to  the last four 
issues of Step by Step magazine. 
 
Jan Estevez and Sam Weiner are opening an Ice Cream 
Parlor on East Girard Avenue, right next to Let's Create! 
They are also making some changes to Let's Create!   
More news inside. 
  
Sara Caldwell's new store, Blue Santa Beads, is  opening 
for classes in January.  Blue Santa Beads is located at 18 
North Pennell Road, Lima, PA 19037.   
 
 

Please send  Member News items to 
marthaaleo@yahoo.com 
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Message from the President 
 
Our guild was founded in 1992 by Ellen Marshall and other people who wanted to share information and techniques on polymer 
clay, and sponsor master classes with polymer clay teachers from all over the country.  Since that time, several people have taken 
turns leading the guild. They have all served the guild well, each one bringing new life and fresh ideas.  
   
I have served as guild president/co chair for four years: two with Ellen Marshall, one with Sherman Oberson, and this last year 
alone.  It is time for new people to step up to the plate.    Toby Troffkin will also be stepping down as guild membership 
coordinator.  She has served us wonderfully with her incredible record keeping and organizational skills.  We need someone to 
take Toby's place when she retires. 
  
We also need a new web master.  After Sherman resigned, I took over the duties, but I simply do not have the time or the expertise 
to make the web site the best it could be.   
 
Our other officers are staying on.  Ellen Marshall is an amazing master class coordinator.  She is relentless in chasing down the 
hottest teachers and holding their feet to the fire until they agree to come to Philadelphia.  She and Jan Estevez have planned some 
exciting demos for you this year as well.  Terri Powell has done a wonderful job as the custodian and protectress of our treasured 
library materials.  She is constantly trolling for new books and videos that might interest us.    Toni O'Donnell has admirably 
performed the sometimes-tedious job of recording secretary.  And what can I say about Sarah Fisher?  She has streamlined our 
finances, computerized them, set up a Pay Pal account for us (more on that later) and has brought our bookkeeping out of the 
Stone Age.    
 
Please consider running for an office.    Participating in the guild is fun and rewarding.  The more volunteers, the easier it is, and 
the more fun we have.   Don't worry.   I am not resigning from the guild.    I am having too much fun to leave. 
 

             Election Procedures 
 
Guild offices that need to be filled are announced in January. 
 
Members interested in running for office can nominate themselves at the February meeting. Members may also nominate those 
they have confirmed are willing to run for office. 
 
At the March meeting, nominees make their statements to the membership. Or they may submit statements to the election 
coordinator to be read at that meeting. 
 
Members may vote for officers at the April meeting. Or for a two-week period before that meeting, they may submit their vote by 
e-mail, postal mail, or phone to the election coordinator. 
 
Election results will be announced at the guild’s annual retreat. Winners take office after the last meeting/event of the year (in 
order to begin planning for the new guild year, which starts in September). 
 
      
 
Chair/Co Chair-Manage running of the guild, chair general and business meetings, document board decisions, prepare 
meeting agenda, ensure the officers have what is required to perform their duties, assist in developing budget. 
 
Membership Coordinator-collects data from each member (name, address, phone, email) and keeps the membership 
directory up to date.  Sends email from guild officers about guild events and news to all members.  Fields inquiries (by phone or 
email) from prospective members.  Is the contact person in all guild ads and brochures.   Screens mail from organizations that 
write to the guild and passes on the information to the guild at large or the appropriate officer. 
 
Web Wizard- Maintains and updates web site. 
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What's Up at Let's Create! 
 
On October 31, 2004, Let's Create! closed its doors and embarked on a journey that will see the opening of an exciting new gallery 
featuring wearable art made of a litany of mixed media including or featuring polymer clay enhancements. I enjoyed an exciting 
year of meeting and instructing polymer clay enthusiasts. This past year has been one of the most enjoyable years of my life. 
While developing business skills along with my polymer clay education, I discovered the direction in which I feel I will be able to 
contribute more to polymer clay artistry. With many of you  approaching me about the business of vending your creations to the 
general  public, Sam and I have developed and will implement a plan to reopen our  business as a mixed media gallery and 
polymer clay supplier with a growing  on-line presence. We will coordinate the re-opening with the grand opening of Avenue 
Treats (our ice cream/fine desert/coffee shop).   
  
Another development coming soon is the introduction of my line of polymer clay jewelry. During the past year, I have been very 
busy with commissioned art projects and have been developing unique creations. This spring, on the Carol Duvall Cruise I will 
introduce my newest concept. More details about the transformation will be forthcoming. Sam and I sincerely thank you for  
your past support and look forward to working with you in promoting our craft.   
  
Don't fret; we will continue to sell polymer clay and polymer clay accessories. You can visit and make purchases by calling 215-
423-6500 and making an appointment. We will be selling various non-polymer related items at great savings. All mounted stamps 
in stock are on sale for 50% off (cash only). Marking pens are on sale at 10 for $10. Check out our web site, 
http://www.letscreateshop.com, for continuing developments.   
 
                  ~Jan Estevez 

Library Report 
 

New Books:  
Fantastic Figures by Susan Oroyan  
Modeling with Polymer Clay by David Kracov  
400 Polymer Clay Designs by Suzanne Tourtillott  
 
Special Thanks to Ellen Marshall for donation of the following:  
Color Harmony by Hideaki Chijiiwa  
Color Harmony 2 by Bride M. Whelan  
 
All library materials are due back at the January meeting.  If you will not be at the meeting, please give me a call at 610-834-1933 
so that we can arrange the return of your library items.  We want all members to have access to the library materials, so please be 
sure to return them in a timely fashion.  
              ~Terri Powell  
   

                    Video Review:  Hinges by Victoria Hughes  
 
In this video, Tory Hughes shows how to make four different projects using four different kinds of hinges.  There is a pin with a 
coil hinge, a picture frame with a tube hinge, a refrigerator magnet with a three-part tube hinge, and a pendant with an "inherent" 
hinge.  Tory does an excellent job with the explanations of how each of the hinges works, and uses large scale, clear plastic 
models to demonstrate each concept.  This makes it very easy for the viewer to understand the mechanics of each hinge.  
 
Templates are included for each project, and color information is given, so you could duplicate the projects from the videos 
exactly, if you so chose.  As usual with a Tory instructional video, there is a wealth of information (besides the projects) included. 
 In this particular video, there is advice on color mixing, clay shaping, ways to apply powders, making dangles, use of gold leaf, 
and construction considerations to make a jewelry piece hang well.  
 
The highlight of this video, for me, was the gallery section at the end.  It is fairly short, with only three or four pieces.  Each piece 
contains multiple hinge mechanisms, and each is more stunning than the last.  The complexity of these lovely pieces makes clear 
what an interesting and beautiful addition hinges can be to anyone's repertoire.  
           
               ~Terri Powell 
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Financial Report 
The Guild derives income from annual dues and library fees.  Master classes and the Annual Retreat are planned to be self-
supporting with fees roughly equal to planned expenses.  The Guild has a bank account at PNC Bank. Your trusty President and I 
recently paid a visit to PNC Bank and updated the Guild account to meet current federal regulations for bank accounts used by 
non-profit type organizations.  The good news is that the updated account has lower fees and will save the Guild money! 

We have made two changes to simplify the guild finances.   First, we have begun a petty cash system.  The Guild Librarian will 
keep the petty cash “bank.”  Perhaps that will someday be an artfully PC-clad piggy bank, but right now it is an unassuming 
manila envelope.  We will maintain a cash reserve of less than $100 so we can make change for library rentals. We do prefer cash 
to checks for the library payments to cut down on trips to PNC. 

We are very excited about our other new change. We now have a PayPal account for the Guild.  We can accept all PayPal 
payments, including those financed by credit cards.  We will accept PayPal for Annual Dues and Master Class tuition.  In 2005, 
we are planning to update the website to automate online payments.  Our PayPal email is PAPCG@comcast.net.  You can read 
more about PayPal at www.paypal.com.  

The Guild currently has $4048.51 in PNC and $4.62 in our PayPal Account.  The last update of the Petty Cash fund was $14.00.  
Full financial reports are filed quarterly at the Guild business meeting. 

          ~ Sarah M. Fisher, MD 

Jest Artsy 
Hi to All! I’ll take this opportunity to wish you a blessed New Year with plenty of money, great health and no car problems or 
SEPTA strikes/ bankruptcies. That about covers it!  

 So my friend Kathy and her husband recently had a couple of kids in college. Her hubby proceeds to inform her she has to go 
back to college because it would be financially advantageous for them. Go figure… Anyway, she signs up at the community 
college for Art History and Life Drawing. You’ll get a better picture if I tell you she is a fifty year old, true Southern Belle. 

Art History was interesting and then there was Life Drawing. The first day of class Kathy finds herself with twenty college age 
boys and the only other woman present is the teacher. Kathy described the young men as all having ADHD. They introduced 
themselves and there was a young man there with the same last name as Kathy. They were sure they were cousins but for one 
minor detail. Kathy is white and her new cousin is black. They were given a brief synopsis of the curriculum of which they were 
told the following week that they would have a live model. The class chattered with delight. Class dismissed… except for Kathy 
who was asked to stay. When they boys bailed out, Kathy was informed that, much to the boy’s disappointment, the model was to 
be a man. 

I have to tell you, this Southern Belle had never seen another man naked besides her husband and the few she accidentally 
stumbles upon in the movies. She went home and told her husband who then proceeded to flex and pose for her the whole week, 
lest the model tempt her. 

Class day arrives and the ADHDs were readily preparing for the arrival of the model. The silence was deafening as he entered the 
room. For the next hour, everyone sketched busily away without speaking. Afterwards, they hung their work along the wall of the 
room to critique it. As they studied each other’s work one thing became apparent. The black cousin was the first to speak,”Who’s 
is that one on the far right?”  It was Kathy’s. Out of twenty-one people, she was the only one to draw a penis. 

 
           ~Sue Springer 
 

What Supplies Should you bring to meetings? 
 
Basic supplies include clay in your favorite colors, a work surface, something to roll out the clay with, (lucite roller, drinking glass), tissue blades, 
needle tool, pasta machine. 
 
Back to Basics    (January Demo by Sandi Griffith) – your usual supplies, black and white clay 
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Fitted Lid Containers (February Demo by Sue Springer) 3 blocks clay,  blade, 3 sheets of blank paper, glue stick, form: this can be any 
sturdy item like a small jar, large dowel, tube from plastic wrap(T.P. rolls are too weak). Keep in mind the paper will be snugly wrapped around 
the form and glued. The paper should still slide off the end of the jar.  
 
Surface Treatments (March Demo by Martha Aleo) Your finished container from the February meeting or a slab of clay to make a tile.  
Embossing powders, heat gun if you have one, liquid polymer clay, acrylic paint, silk screens if you have them,   small paint brushes, sponges  
(natural or make up) paper towels, a container to clean out your brushes. 
 
Polymer Clay Pens (April Demo by Jan Estevez) One or more Bic Stick pens, pliers to remove the insides, cotton batting, your usual 
supplies. 
 
What Else Should You Bring?  Items for Show and Tell (You might win a prize!) and food to share. 
 

Classes 
The South Jersey Bead Society will be offering new offers beading classes. in 2005. For more information, check out their web 
site www.southjerseybeadsociety.org or contact Judy Donovan donovan5@snip.net 
 
Hand Impressions Art Gallery and Studio in Philadelphia, PA offers reasonably priced metalworking and jewelry classes. 
For more information, call 215 928-9286 
 
Jubili Beads and Yarns in Collingswood, NJ offers classes in Beading,   Fiber. and has a new lampworking studio. For more 
information, go to their web site. www.jubilibeadsandyarns.com or call 856 858-7844 

 
Jeri Schatz teaches beading in her South Philadelphia studio.  All techniques and levels offered.  Individual or group classes.  For 
more information, call 215 462-7662 or email transitmx@comcast.net 
 
Rosie's Yarn Cellar in Philadelphia, offers knitting and crochet classes. For more information, call 215 977-9276 or visit their 
web site, www.rosiesyarncellar.com. 
 
Sophie's Yarns in Philadelphia, offers knitting and crochet classes. For more information, call 215 925-KNIT or visit their web 
site, www.sophiesyarns.com  
 
The Bead Cellar in Pennsauken, NJ offers beading and jewelry classes.  For more information, call 856 665-4744 or visit their 
web site, www.beadcellar.com  
 
Blue Santa Beads.  Blue Santa Beads is located at 18 North Pennell Road, Lima, PA 19037.   For a class schedule and 
information, call 610 892-4827 or email bluesantabeads@aol.com. 
 
UBead2   105 East Lancaster Ave, Wayne PA 19087 is offering bead classes in 2005.   For information call 610 688-8865, email 
them at info@ubead2.com or go to their web site, www.ubead2.com 
 
Lindly Haunani is teaching polymer clay classes in Damascus, Md.  in 2005.   They will definitely be worth the drive.  For more 
information, go to her web site, www.lindlyhaunani.com or email her at lindly@lindlyhaunani.com. 
 

Woodstock Trading Company 1880 Route 70 East, Cherry Hill, New Jersey 08003 offers classes from time to time.  Call for 
more information, 856 424-6166, or go to their web site, http://www.woodstocktradeco.com. 

 

                                                                       Kathleen Dustin Class 
 
We will sponsor a master class with Kathleen Dustin in September 2005.  Most likely, the class will be scheduled for the second weekend in 
September and will cost in the neighborhood of $160.00.   While the guild will consider underwriting a portion of the costs, don't let the price 
discourage you.  Kathleen is worth every penny.    Please mark your calendars now and make plans to take this class.  You can see examples 
of Kathleen's work in The New Clay and on her new web site, www.kathleendustin.com.   
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                                               Proposed Classes 
 
Ellen would like to schedule The Cutting Edge, a class with Dan Courmier  on  June 24 and 25.   We need to get participant 
confirmation at the January meeting. We need a minimum of 15 to take this class.  If you want to take the class but will not be at the 
January meeting, please contact Ellen at larrine@msn.com. 
 
With a brand new tool and a trio of never-taught techniques, Dan Cormier is pleased to debut a new system for creating patterns in 
polymer clay. After four years of experimenting, Dan shares his latest breakthroughs in surface and veneer design. Turn even a 
simple two-tone cane into an endless collection of intricate patterns, all without any cane reduction. Delve into new depths of 
exploration and excavation with "Mokume Dan-eh." Give metallic clay "texture without texture" that's predictable, precise, and 
unparalled. With one simple tool, take the techniques you know and turn them into a whole new way of working. Explore mille fiori 
ad infinitum, take mokume to the max, shift mica to the Nth dimension, and give your work "the cutting edge" with more control 
and consistency than you ever thought possible. 
 
If you missed the Grant Diffendaffer classes, here is another chance to learn about mica shift.    Each artist has a unique twist on this 
technique. 
 
 

.   
 
  
 
We would like to present a class with Louise Fischer Cozzi , most likely in 2006.   Some of the workshops she offers are 
Sophie Necklace,  Boxes with Personality,  and Metallics in Polymer, Stuffed Necklaces, and Images on Polymer, Ceremonial Bowls 
and Miniature Screens.  To see her work, go to her web site,  www.louisefiscercozzi.com 
 
 

Demos We Need Demos 
 
 
I have two ideas  regarding demo/workshops at guild meetings. The first is that members can lead the meeting in doing a project in 
whole or part that is published in a magazine or book. This way people won't have to feel they have to come up with something from 
scratch. They should do the project in advance so they can feel confident about working through it with others. The second idea is 
that we keep a record of demos/workshop and master classes in ring binder. The binder would include pictures taken at the class and 
a copy of class handouts. Members could refer to this binder to see what has been done and get ideas for new programs, and we could 
show it to potential members so that they'll see the educational opportunity we offer.  
 
          ~Ellen Marshall 
 
Can you believe that we are booked up for demos for 2005?    Anyone who is interested in doing a demo for 2006-07, contact Ellen 
Marshall, larrine@msn.com. 
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We Need Volunteers for the Retreat 
 

We need people to work on hospitality,   check-in, coordinate demos on the day of the retreat,   and vendors.    Sam Weiner and Jan 
Estevez are going to solicit donations for and run the silent auction.  Jan will also work on soliciting guest artists and product 
demonstrators.    Dorothy Gray is heading up the food committee again this year.  Martha Aleo will handle Registration and publicity, 
but could use some help.  Please contact Martha at marthaaleo@yahoo.com if you are interested in volunteering. 
 

 
We Would Like a New Meeting Site 

 
 We will continue to meet at Hillman, but would like something a little cleaner and nicer.  It should be accessible to public 
transportation and parking, be handicapped accessible,   accommodate 30 people, have tables, bathrooms and a kitchen.  We would 
like to have the room for 3-4 hours once a month and we can afford to pay $50.00 per meeting.    If you know of a place, please take  
a few minutes to make a phone call to see if it is a possibility.    If it sounds promising, please pass on the information to Sue 
Springer,  suespringer@comcast.net.   

 
 

Our Last Meeting of the Year 
 
Sarah Fisher  has graciously offered us the use of her yard for a get together on   Sunday, June 12, 2004.    We will either have a pot 
luck dinner or a catered dinner.    The details still need to be worked out, but please save the date. 
 
 
 

The Clay News Information 
 

The Clay News is hungry for articles, reviews, comments, suggestions, recipes, class information, show information  and anything else.  Please 
submit all material for publication in MS word format via email or diskette.  Text format is also acceptable.  Email all submissions to 

marthaaleo@yahoo.com 

Publication Deadlines 
      Issue  Deadline 
          September  August 5 
          January  December  15 

Advertising Rates 
1/8 page or business card    $25.00 per issue $  45.00  per year 
1/4 page     $40.00  per issue $  70.00   per year 
1/2 page   $70.00  per issue $125.00 per year 
Full page   $100.00 per issue $180.00  per year 

 
Please submit camera-ready, non-color copy for advertisements.   All ads are pre paid only.  Payment and copy must be received by 
deadline date. 

 
 

Meeting Cancellations 
   In the event that a meeting has to be cancelled because of a weather emergency, the decision will be made by 8:00 p.m. the night before.  To 
find out if a meeting has been cancelled, call Martha Aleo, Toby Troffkin or Terri Powell.  Their phone numbers are in your membership 
directory.   We will also send out an e-mail announcement.  
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Philadelphia Area Polymer Clay Guild 
336 Waring Road 
Elkins Park, PA 19027 
Email Toby Troffkin,  Membership Director  towa@fast.net      
Web Site www.philadelphiapolymerclayguild.com 
 
Name____________________________________________________________ 
 
Address__________________________________________________________ 
 
City______________________________________________________________ 
 
Day Phone__________________         Evening Phone_____________________ 
 
Email____________________________   Fax____________________________ 
 
 
Check appropriate item:       NEW____________30.00/year  (25.00 if you pay by September 19) 
                                              RENEWAL_______30.00/year  (25.00 if you pay by September 19 
 
 
Guild meetings are held the third Sunday of each month from 11:00AM-3:00PM at the Sidney Hillman Apartment 
Building second floor community room, 22 South 22nd Street, Philadelphia, PA.   No meetings in December,  July and 
August.  Non-members are welcome to attend one meeting as a guest.  After that, you must join or  pay 5.00 per 
meeting. 
 
 
 

   Martha Aleo 
   Suite 1417 
   1301 Filbert Street 
   Philadelphia, PA 19107 
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