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  THE CLAY NEWS 
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     Jersey Shore Clayathon!! 
     Read The Story on Page 5. 
January 13 to January 16 at the Day's Inn,  6708 Tilton Rd. 
Egg Harbor Township, NJ, 08234., in the  Board Room. 
For information and directions, call 609-641-4500. 
January 16, 2006 10: am to 4:00 pm  
Meeting at the Day's Inn, Egg Harbor Township, NJ 
February 2006 day and location TBA 
March 11 and 12 2006 10 am to 4 pm 
Smashing Color Book: A Two Day Workshop 
with Maggie Maggio at Hillman see page 2 for details. 
March 20 2006 6:30 pm to 9:30 pm 
Meeting at Fleisher 
April 2006 day and location TBA 
May 20 and 21 Polydelphia 2006  
Retreat at Hillman 
June 2006 day and location TBA 
 
Fleisher Art Memorial is closed on Monday, January 16 and 
Monday, February 20, the dates we would normally hold out 
meetings.  Our April meeting falls on a holiday. This has 
forced us to reschedule.  We will hold our January meeting at 
the Jersey Shore Clayathon and keep you posted on details for 
the February meeting. 
 
Go to www.philadelphiapolymerclayguild.com for the 
latest information about classes and Guild activities. 
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General Meeting Information 
Clay Day 
Polydelphia 2006 Call for Volunteers 
Member News 
Maggie Maggio Smashing Color Book: Class 
Clay Day and Meeting Pictures 
Member Spotlight 
Book Review 
South Jersey Clayathon 
Jest Artsy 
Lili's Report on Ultralight Sculpey 
Explore your Creativity 
Lisa's Best Pumpkin Bread 

 
 
 

State of the Guild Address 
      
      Well friends, this whole adventure truly is a learning 
experience. So far I've learned that when you have too much to 
do there seems to be a few more unexpected things that arise. 
It seems to go beyond Murphy's Law. 
 
      As a guild we had some terrific meetings in the fall of '05.    
It seems our most popular was our "Clay Day" at Hillman, 
offering everyone enough time to learn new techniques and get 
pieces completed. We had been excited to move to our new 
location at Fleisher Art Memorial but the only time slot they 
could offer us was Monday nights. We anticipated gaining a 
few people and losing a few others due to the time slot. It 
seems Monday nights are simply too difficult for most of our 
members. We want to hold more "Clay Days" at Hillman. We 
plan to make our schedule more accommodating for everyone 
in the upcoming season. Please make sure to check the 
calendar on the website for  updates. Sarah Fisher has done a 
terrific job keeping it current. 
 
     We look forward to our Retreat. We definitely need some 
help. Please let us know if you are interested because many 
hands make light work. And we could all use a little lighter 
work. We anticipate seeing what each of our members will 
donate for our silent auction. If it is not one of your finished 
pieces, tools and supplies are always popular.  
 
     We have some exciting new developments in the works for 
the fall and will be unveiling them soon. Keep developing 
your techniques and don't forget to bring Show-and-Tell to our 
meetings! 
 
     Have a happy and healthy New Year! 
 
 

-Sue Springer 
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General Meeting Information 
Meeting locations and times will be posted in advance of 
meetings.       If you have any questions, check the web page 
or email Arlene Groch at 
members@philadelphiapolymerclayguild.com. 
 
Fleisher Art Memorial 
719 Catharine Street,   Philadelphia, PA 19147-2811 
215.922.3456   Directions are on the web site, 
www.fleisher.org 
 
Sidney Hillman Apartments 
22 South 22nd Street, Philadelphia PA 19103 
Second Floor Community Room.  This is where we hold our 
Clay Days, Master Classes and Retreat. 
 
Basic supplies you should bring to all meetings 
include clay in your favorite colors, a work surface, something 
to roll out the clay with (Lucite roller, drinking glass), tissue 
blades, needle tool, and pasta machine. 
 
Meeting Cancellations 
   In the event that a meeting is cancelled because of a weather 
emergency, the decision will be made by 8:00 p.m. the night 
before.   Cancellation of classes due to inclement weather will 
be announced over KYW Newsradio (1060 AM) using the 
following number � 2115.   To find out if a meeting is 
cancelled, email   members 
@philadelphiapolymerclayguild.com.  We will also post an 
announcement on the web site. 

 
Polydelphia 2006 Call for Volunteers 

 
     We need to work on planning and publicity, silent auction, 
vendors, food, registration and more.   If you volunteer, you 
will not be thrown to the wolves.  You will get assistance and 
advice from people who have volunteered for those positions 
in the past.    The Retreat's success depends on the Guild 
members taking an active part in its planning and 
implementation.  We know you won't let us down! If you want 
to help, contact Sue Springer. 
   

Member News  
 
Ellen Marshall's article on Artist Trading Cards appeared in 
the Fall 2005 issue of Polymer Café. 
 
Rai Nelson is teaching at the Main Line Art Center. 
PMC Thurs Jan 12 & 19th (2 weeks) 6:30-9:30 $70.00 
members/$82.00 non members. All Levels. 
Polymer Clay Thurs., Feb 2 & 9 (2 weeks) 6:30-9:30 same 
price. All Levels. 
Cold Connections Thurs., Feb 23.  6:30-9:30 - $45.00 
members/$53.00 Non members Combining the two mediums 
into a bracelet or necklace of their choice, 
For more information, go to http://www.mainlineart.org or call 
610-535-0272. 
 

 
 
 
Martha Aleo and Ellen Marshall are teaching a ten-week 
course, Clay With Pizzazz at the Fleisher Art Memorial. The 
class starts February 27.  For more information and to register 
on line, go to http://www.fleisher.org/ and click on the link for 
Monday Adult Workshops. 
 
Sara Caldwell's Store, Blue Santa Beads was featured in an 
article in the Delaware County Daily  Times business section. 
Check out the web site!   http://www.bluesanta-beads.com. 
 

Smashing Color Book: A Two Day 
Workshop 

with Maggie Maggio March 11 and 12 2006 
  
This innovative, edgy color workshop will explain what color 
is, what color appears to be and how to customize your color 
choices.  You will get the chance to try out new ideas with 
collages, dyes, colored pencils, polymer clay and fiber 
swatches as you put together your very own color book using 
Maggie�s unique design. The goal of the workshop is to learn 
an �intentionally intuitive� approach to using color.   After 
completing the workshop, students will have the knowledge, 
and hopefully the confidence, to troubleshoot their own color 
choices based on their personal sense of color enhanced by 
�good� theory and go home with a smashing new color book! 
 
Maggie Maggio is a nationally known polymer clay artist 
whose work has appeared in many publications including 
Ornament and the recent book 400 Polymer Clay Designs. 
  
L e v e l  No experience required, just a willingness to question 
traditional color theory.   M a t e r i a l s  Students bring clays 
for the swatches, pasta machine and tools, glue stick, colored 
pencils.  A $10 kit fee includes clays for the exercises, 
handouts, notebook making materials and the rest of the 
supplies. 
 
Fee   $95 for PAPCG members, $110 for non-members.   A 
student's space in the class is not confirmed until the full fee is 
received.  Space is limited to 15.  Payment is due ASAP, but 
no later than the period February 1 and 15, 2006.  Please 
pay with PayPal using the email address, 
PAPCG@comcast.net  For questions, including where to send 
payment by check, email Ellen Marshall at 
classes@philadelphiapolymerclayguild.com  

Philadelphia Polymer Clay Guild 
Officers 

President       Sue Springer 
Treasurer       Sarah Fisher 
Secretary      Toni O'Donnell                    
Membership Coordinator  Arlene Groch                           
Librarian     Terri Powell   
Master Class Coordinator Ellen Marshall 
Web Wizard        Sarah Fisher 
Clay News Editor  Martha Aleo 
                   
 

 2



ASME Section News   3

 
 

                                 
Clay Day December 3, 2005 

 
We held our first Clay Day in December.   We had a blast!!    

We didn�t have an agenda; we just brought our stuff and 
played all day.  Don�t feel bad if you had to miss it.  We will 

be holding more clay days in the future. 
 

 
 

 
 

October Meeting 
African Inspirations 

 

 
 

Maisha�s African Beads and Artifacts 
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MEMBER SPOTLIGHT 
 

Sandie Kean lives in Havertown, PA with one teenaged 
daughter and three cats.  She works full time for a financial 
firm.   She claims that she did not find polymer clay, but that 
polymer clay found her!  In April 2005, an artist friend gave 
her a pound of clay and some tools.    By the time the week 
was over, she had finished her first sculpture.    She was 
placing an order at Polymer Clay Express when someone there 
invited her to come to the Retreat.  She had so much fun, she 
immediately signed up to be a member.  Along the way, she 
met several other polymer clay sculptors, one of whom lives 
just 5 minutes from her house.  They got together again at the 
Philadelphia National Institute of American Doll Artists) 
convention and have since formed a doll sculpting club called 
Dollz & Thingz.    
 
      Sandie�s only complaint is that she does not have enough 
time to play with clay!  She says, �My favorite things are  
seeing what everyone else is  creating with polymer clay, 
learning all the  things I can do with it, and most  of all, I love 
the wonderful people I  have met in the process." 
 
 
      

 
 
 
 

 
 

Kathleen Dustin Master Class October 2005 
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Book Review 

 
 

 
 

Polymer Clay Surface Design Recipes by Ellen Marshall 
 
 The book is only four chapters long, but is chock full of 
information.  The first chapter, "Getting Started," offers 
information about basic polymer clay use and tools. But also  
includes a section on somewhat less basic techniques, like 
mokume gane, metallic clays, and use of armatures and forms.  
The second chapter, "Surface Techniques and Applications," is 
the meat of the book, and is divided into two sections  
"Basic Surface Recipes" and "Surface Intensive Techniques."  
The basic surface recipes sections covers a wide variety of 
surface techniques, using ink and paints, stamps and textures, 
and a variety of printing/application techniques.  
     
 One of the nice features of this section is that several 
variations of each technique are shown, hinting at the range of 
possibilities.  The surface intensive section starts to put some 
of the basic techniques together, demonstrating that each 
combination leads to even further possibilities.  The third  
chapter contains projects by a several artists.  The steps to 
complete each project are clearly laid out and photographed, 
so that one could duplicate the projects exactly.  The final 
chapter is the Gallery chapter, with work by several artists.  
Part of the fun of this section is that each of these artists has a 
unique sense of style and color--so that, although each uses 
surface embellishment all appears very different.   
     
 Overall, this book is a great reference on surface designs, and 
a great starting point for your own explorations. 
 
 Part of the dedication to Ellen's book is to the Philadelphia 
Area Polymer Clay Guild, saying that, "It's nice to be among 
you."  Ellen, we're happy to have you. 

 

-Terri Powell 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

Jersey Shore Clayathon 
 
The Jersey Shore Polyaddicts [the South Jersey members of 
the PAPCG] are sponsoring the first [hopefully annual] 72 
Hour Jersey Clayathon. Twenty Four people have signed up 
for this event, which will  run from 4 pm Friday January 14th 
have a group dinner party Friday  evening, and continue 
claying through 4 pm Monday the16th. 
 
The Jersey Clayathon is not an attempt to mimic Clay Quest ,  
Ravensdale or other conference in which a sponsoring group 
invites the masters of  this amazing medium to teach.  At the 
Jersey Clayathon, we are all students and teachers.  Those of 
us who express our creativity through this endlessly variable 
medium gather to clay and play together, Some of us are  
"hobbyists"; others are accomplished artists who have 
published books and articles, or produced videos; some try to 
earn their living as artists; most do not. It is not a competition 
of any sort. There will be no workshops or workshop leaders. 
Therefore there is no fee to participate. The only cost is an 
inexpensive hotel room and a $20 contribution to the rental fee 
for the working rooms.  
 
Although artists usually work alone, sometimes the creative  
juices find new direction by working around others. Those 
who wish to share an idea, technique, or new direction,  
are welcome to share it.   Those who wish to use the entire 
time to explore their own ideas through the day and night can 
do just that. The Jersey Clayathon is an opportunity to do 
whatever we wish for 72 consecutive hours away from the 
demands and interruptions of normal life. There will be a large  
workroom for claying and another two rooms with sinks.  
We'll have a buffer, dremel/drill press and 4 convection ovens 
available. Participants only need bring only clay and tools. 
 
I believe that the Philadelphia Area Polymer Clay Guild is the 
first in the country to hold an event like this.  We are very luck 
to live near enough to be part of such an innovative, ambitious 
guild.  

 

                                               -Arlene Groch 
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Jest Artsy 
  
When my kids were little I started a tradition I read about 
somewhere. I date and monogram Christmas tree ornaments 
for each child for that particular year. The intent is that when 
the children move out they take their ornaments with them so 
they have something for their first tree. The twins are 25 and 
they still haven't moved out. It's not looking good for the 
parents here.  
 
One year, my husband had a kidney stone and I had Lyme 
disease.  The children brought home lice from school twice 
and we shared them with the kids I babysat.  
 
When Christmas rolled around,   our daughter came home for 
school vacation with Chicken Pox. I couldn't resist. I bought 
white ornaments that year and painted hers with red spots. She 
was not happy. 
 
I'm not quite sure whose advice I followed, but someone 
suggested I bathe all the children in the same bath water and 
get it over with. So I did. On New Years day, the four other 
children broke out with Chicken Pox. Now each year when we 
get that ornament out someone inevitably moans. 
It's me. 
 

 
-Sue Springer 

 
Lili's Report on Ultralight Sculpey 

 
 

Sculpey billed its new Ultralight clay as a replacement for foil 
armatures or using heavy scrap clay on the inside of beads or 
other bulky objects. So what is this stuff good for?  This report 
describes several projects I tried with the product.  
All by itself Ultralight is a little like a cross between 
marshmallow and bubblegum, and when you run it through the 
pasta machine, it feels soft and powdery, as if someone had  
dusted suede with talcum powder. I stamped it with some 
turtles and blotted some inkpads over the surface, then baked it 
over a bit of aluminum foil. The result was light, curved, and 
reasonably sturdy. 
 
I took some bits of gold and brown with Kato/Premo scraps, 
rolled them medium thin, and layered it with an equal 
thickness of the Ultralight. I ran the sandwiched clays through 
the pasta machine many times, until I had an evenly blended 
color...but the clay still had the fuzzy powder texture, and the 
mix was easily embossed with leaves from my trees [this was 
back in October]. I posed the leaf shapes on aluminum foil and 
baked as I would Premo. Washes of Pearl-Ex and Future wax 
dried on the raw clay, but Golden acrylic paint [Micaceous 
Iron Oxide] remained sticky [although it was dry after baking]. 
Even mixed with a little of the regular  
clays, the resulting objects seemed about 1/3rd the weight such 
items would have been. Inflated! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
When I realized that Ultralight reminded me of bubblegum, 
the next question was whether it could act like bubblegum. 
Unmixed, the Ultralight didn't seem stiff enough to withstand 
the pressure of the air, so I mixed it 8-1 with Premo [same  
layering mixing as with the leaves], and tried that. I formed a 
tiny pinch pot, with the straw filling the opening of the pot, 
and then blew gently into the straw, until I either thought the 
clay was getting too thin, or a leak erupted in one of the seams. 
Then I sealed the opening and baked the little puffs at 275° F 
for about 45 minutes. The puffs stayed sealed, and were strong 
enough for me to cut lines into the clay with a craft knife, 
which I then decorated with inks and tinted Future acrylic.  
I've also tried mixing Super flex into the Ultralight, but that 
doesn't seem to significantly change the amount of air I can 
get into the pots before they begin to leak air. 
 
What about armatures?  
 
Yes, I did try using Ultralight as an armature for several 
projects from Penn State [coffee scoop and USB drive kits] -- I 
tinted the Ultralight with some Premo, and then baked it on the 
brass tubes provided in the kits, and finally layered on my 
chosen clay veneers before baking a second time. Both 
projects worked well, and I think having lighter clay to bulk 
out the items was great, but I'm not convinced this is the end 
of foil armatures just yet!  
 
                                                                    -Lili Velez 

 
 
 

 
Inflated Clay 

 

 
Turtle Design 
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Explore your Creativity 
 

Products, Classes and More! 
 
 

 
 
 

    Polymer Clay Express has developed a series of bead corers 
to use with the Polymer Clay Express Clay Extruder.   Now 
you can extrude hollow shapes!   
 

 
 

Decorated Twist Bracelet design by Mari O'Dell made using 
the bead corer accessory.  You can order everything you need 
at www.polymerclayexpress.com.  Instructions for this and 
other projects made with the bead corer accessory are also on  
the web site. 

 

Idea Café 
 
Free monthly Creativity Workshops and Lectures in NYC 
André & Judy de Zanger  
28 East 35th Street (Between Park and Madison Avenue) 
Brown Stone Walk Up (ring lower bells) 
 
RSVP 
212-289-8856  
creativityinstitute@juno.com 
 
Do you have an idea that you have been thinking about, 
something you would like to share with others?  Here is a 
chance to learn, grow and exchange ideas with others or just 
hear what others are thinking.  We are all open to ideas but 
have a special interest in exploring the Art, Science and Spirit 
of Creativity.  You will have a chance to sign up for your short 
(open mike) presentation and then be joined by all others in  
 

 
 
dialogue.  We will be using the "Open Space" model of 
exploration in which "whoever comes are just the right people  
to be there, whatever is presented is what is supposed to be 
presented and whatever is discussed is what's meant to be 
discussed." 
 
Dates:  Thursday, January 19, Thursday, March 23 Thursday, 
April 20.  Time 7 to 9 PM (sharp) 
 

 

Sharyn Miller Wire Classes 
 

NEW YORK POLYMER CLAY GUILD 
New York, New York 

May 6-7, 2006 
 
Sat. 10 am to 5 pm "10 Trippy Tricks I" Workshop 
Learn 10 very different wire links and bead wraps with a really 
cool clasp in this full-day workshop. Worm beads, spiral-
triangle connectors, eye pins, wire links, bead wraps and so 
much more! All levels.  
 
Sun. 10 am to 5 pm "10 Trippy Tricks II" Workshop 
In this class, you'll learn 10 MORE really cool yet functional 
wire links, bead wraps, and clasps. Trippy Tricks I is NOT a 
prerequisite for this class, but it is recommend that you attend 
both days for the maximum benefit.  All levels. The 
workshops will be held at St. John's University, Manhattan 
campus in New York City. To register, visit www.nypcg.org. 
Or call Donna Lopez at 212 724-7133 
 
 
 

2006 POLYMER CLAY RETREATS 
with Dan Cormier & Tracy Holmes 

After a busy and successful year debuting their newest 
workshop in the US, Canada, and England, polymer clay artist 
and innovator Dan Cormier and partner artist and teacher 
Tracy Holmes invite you to join them for three new �extended 
play� workshops that go beyond The Cutting Edge. 

 
Feb.19-26.06 
The Cutting Edge 
Special Edition 
The Art of Polymer Clay Surface Design 
The Haven Waterfront Resort 
Gabriola Island CANADA 
$1400 (US$) 
Mar.19-26.06 
The Water�s Edge 
A Week at the Beach with Polymer Clay 
The Haven Waterfront Resort 
Gabriola Island CANADA 
$1400 (US$) 
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May.29-Jun.5.06 
The Cutting Edge de Luxe 
The Art of Polymer Clay Surface Design 
La Cascade Studio 
Durfort FRANCE 
$1700 (US$) 

 
For more information, or to register for these all-inclusive 
getaways, contact Tracy Holmes at hoco@island.net. Spaces 
are limited. 
 

 
 
 

Lisa's Best Pumpkin Bread 
 
Ingredients 
3 1/2 cups All-purpose flour 
2 teaspoons Baking soda 
1 teaspoon Salt 
1/2 teaspoon Baking powder 
1 teaspoon Cinnamon 
1 teaspoon Pumpkin pie spice 
3 cups Sugar 
1/2 cup Cooking oil 
4 Eggs or equivalent Egg Substitute 
2 1/2 cups Canned pumpkin 
1/4 cup Water 
 
Directions  
In a large mixing bowl combine the flour, baking soda, salt, 
baking powder, cinnamon, and pumpkin pie spice.  
 
In a separate bowl, mix by hand the sugar, oil, eggs, pumpkin, 
and water. Combine with the dry ingredients. Bake in 9x5 loaf 
pans at 350 degrees for 90 minutes, checking after 1 hour.  
Weight Watchers Points: 4.8 for 1/24th of recipe 
Yield: 2 Loaves 
 
It makes good muffins, and it's also great when you replace the 
2.5 cups of pumpkin with 2.5 cups of other fruit Try Pumpkin-
Cranberry-Fig or Pumpkin-Banana-Applesauce, or Pumpkin-
Cranberry-Fig-Applesauce (I usually use things leftover from 
other recipes - I've even used a jar or two of baby food in the 
past). Enjoy!  
 
~Lisa Clarke  
POLKA DOT CREATIONS 
Books & More for Polymer Clay Enthusiasts 
http://www.polkadotcreations.com 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

ClayQuest 2005 Debriefing 
 
At our November 2005 meeting, members who were lucky 
enough to attend ClayQuest  told us about what they learned 
and showed us what they made.  Below are some examples. 
 
  

 
 

 
 
 

Submission Guidelines 
 
 The Clay News is hungry for stories, reviews, comments, 
suggestions, recipes, class information, show information and 
anything else.  Please submit all material for publication in MS 
word format via email or diskette.  Text format is also 
acceptable. 

Publication Deadlines 
               Issue           Deadline 
                        September  August 5 
                        January  December  5 
 

Email all submissions to marthaaleo@yahoo.com  
Mail all products and books submitted for review to 

Martha Aleo 
Editor  

Suite 1417 
1301 Filbert Street 

Philadelphia, PA 19107    
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Philadelphia Area Polymer Clay Guild 
321 Shore Road 
 Somers Point, NJ 08244  
Email Arlene Groch, Membership Coordinator, members@philadelphiapolymerclayguild.com. 
Web Site www.philadelphiapolymerclayguild.com 
 
Name____________________________________________________________ 
 
Address__________________________________________________________ 
 
City______________________________________________________________ 
 
Day Phone__________________         Evening Phone_____________________ 
 
Email____________________________   Fax____________________________ 
 
 
Check appropriate item:       NEW____________$30.00/year   
                                              RENEWAL_______$30.00/year) 
 
 
Guild meetings are held the third Monday of each month from 6:30 pm-9:30pm at the Fleisher Art Memorial, 719 Catharine 
Street Philadelphia, PA 19147-2811. No meetings in December,  July and August.  Non-members are welcome to attend one 
meeting as a guest.  After that, you must join or pay $10.00 per meeting. 
 
 
 

  Martha Aleo 
  Suite 1417 
   1301 Filbert Street 
   Philadelphia, PA 19107 
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