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SCHEDULE OF MEETINGS 
AND EVENTS 
 
SOUTH JERSEY CLAYATHON 
FRIDAY JANUARY 16 TO WEDNESDAY 
JANUARY 21.   FOR MORE 
INFORMATION, CONTACT  
ARLENE GROCH. 
 
MONTHLY MEETINGS 
SUNDAY JANUARY 18, 10 AM TO 4 PM   
SUNDAY FEBRUARY 15 10 AM TO 4 PM 
SUNDAY MARCH 15, 10 AM TO 4 PM 
GUEST ARTISTJANE WYNN 
SUNDAY APRIL 19 10 AM TO 4 PM 
SUNDAY JUNE 21 10 AM TO 4PM 
 
 
MASTER CLASS 
SATURDAY AND SUNDAY MAY 16, AND 
17 MASTER CLASS WITH DAYLE 
DOROSHOW 
SUNDAY JUNE 21. 
 
CHECK GUILD WEBSITE FOR 
INFORMATION ON ALL MEETINGS AND 
EVENTS. 

You must be a paid member to attend our Guild 
sponsored Master Classes.  Membership benefits 
include the monthly meetings, access to the library, 
access to members only area of website (pending) 
and more!                 

Meetings, Master Classes and our Retreat are held 
in the Second Floor Community Room of Hillman 
House Apartments at 22nd and Market Streets in 
Philadelphia.  There is elevator access to the 
meeting room.  Any changes in the meeting time or 
place will be posted on the website by 7 AM on 
meeting day. If you have never been to Hillman 
House, email us at mailto:webmaster@papcg.org 
ahead of time to exchange cell phone numbers with 
a Guild Member.  You cannot call the apartment 
house for directions or if you have difficulty.  
Having a phone number for someone at the 
meeting may come in handy. 

STATE OF THE GUILD 
 
Well I hope you had some fun 
and rest through the holiday 
season. I actually got some 
rest. It's amazing what that can 
do for your brain. 
 
The guild is in pretty good shape as far as finances 
and structure. There is plenty of other work to be 
done though. 
 
I only have two volunteers for Polydelphia.  Unless 
I get more volunteers, we cannot go  
"Goodie bags" are off the list no matter what, 
which just made the entire thing so much easier. 
Anyone want to help?  Contact me or catch me at a 
meeting. 
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mailto:aggroch@mac.com
http://idolatrieartist.typepad.com/
http://www.dayledoroshow.com/
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In addition, my position as President will be vacant 
as of August.   The guild needs a president or co-
presidents to run the meetings and do some general 
house keeping. If anyone has a nominee or if you 
are interested in the job yourself, feel free to 
contact any of the guild representatives and we will 
be happy to assist you in the process. If you have 
someone who would be willing to tag team with 
you for different meetings, that would work just 
fine. Step on up! And one of the finer perks of the 
job is the royal scepter! It can be yours to hold and 
to love! 
 
Many thanks to the volunteers made this year run 
well and brought in wonderful teachers and guest 
artists, especially Sarah who does so much behind 
the scenes that we never see but all benefit from.  
We are booked with future artists into 2010. 
Enjoy Clay-A-Thon all you who are going and try 
and behave! You represent the Delaware Valley for 
crying out loud! 
 
I look forward to the next seven months. 
    ~Sue Springer 
 

STEERING COMMITTEE 
 
PAPCG is a collection of artists brought together 
by a common fascination.  We enjoy working with 
polymer clay and incorporate it in our artwork.  We 
come together to share ideas and friendship, to 
show our creations, and to learn more about the 
medium.  To this end we have regular meetings, 
sponsor a library for our members, sponsor Guest 
Artists for all members to learn from, sponsor 
Master Classes for more in depth study for our 
members and sponsor the retreat, Polydelphia. 
We are all volunteers, but there is a “business” 
bank account to manage.  There are decisions to be 
made on collecting and disbursing funds.  There is  
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
work to be done to make sure our meetings and 
events run smoothly.  Information has to be 
disseminated.  Policies need to be generated and 
monitored. 
 
There are some minimal requirements for filing tax 
documents (1099s for teachers) as well as for 
maintaining insurance, the library, the website, and 
our newsletter, The Clay News.  We have to find, 
reserve and rent the venue.  Teachers need to be 
recruited, housed, and paid. 
 
We are more than a club, but not really a 
corporation.   The strict structure of officers and 
bylaws has evolved organically into a more 
collaborative approach, which we have dubbed 
“The Steering Committee.”  This has turned out to 
be a great way to get things done, and it has the 
extra benefit of giving every member of the Guild 
a chance to be involved in the decision making 
process.   The Steering Committee is open to all 
members who wish to attend Guild business 
meetings (usually occurring during the monthly 
meeting) and who can receive and respond to email 
in a timely fashion.  Policy decisions and plans are 
made by the majority opinion at these meetings or 
in the email conferences.     Members of the 
Steering Committee can also take on various jobs 
that help maintain and grow the Guild.  All policies 
and the Guild Calendar are published on the guild 
website, and a general financial report is published 
twice yearly in The Clay News. 
 
Our goal is to be responsive to the needs and 
interests of members and to be fair in our decision-
making.  The Steering Committee has helped us to 
meet this goal. 
 
And the Steering Committee is YOU!  Please join 
us at a business meeting.  SEND AN email to 
mailto:info@papcg.org if you’d like to be on the 
email group for the Steering Committee. If you 
think something can be done better, come and be a 
part of the process and show us how! 
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We continue to have an elected President, currently Sue Springer, who sets the agenda.   She is where the 
buck stops.  Sue will be stepping down in June, so we are looking for nominations for our next leader.  If you 
are interested in the position or would like to make a nomination let us know 
           ~Sarah Fisher 

 
Member News 

 

EMILY LEVINE’S NEW WEB SITE FEATURES HER TILES, BOWLS AND CANEWORK EGGS.  EMILY AND 
HER WORK WAS FEATURED ON POLYMER CLAY DAILY. 
 
 

 SARAH FISHER’S STUDIO WAS FEATURED ON.  LIBBY MILLS' BLOG. 
 

 
MARTHA ALEO PUBLISHED PROJECT AND FEATURE ARTICLES IN STEP BY STEP BEADSMAGAZINE, 
STEP BY STEP WIRE JEWELRY , POLYMER CAFÉ AND THE BEAD A DAY 2009 BEADING CALENDAR 
 

   LISA CLARKE RENAMED HER BLOG TO POLKADOT COTTAGE 

 
 
 
 

Member Spotlight Terri Powell 
 
 (Caveat:  In my industry, we routinely send out data reports that look a lot like the 
following--only a few paragraphs of text, but pages of images.  Because I'm a 
microscopist, and that's how we roll.) 

 
Objective: To create beautiful objects for body and 
home. 
 
Background: So I met a guy in a bar in New Orleans...but maybe that's a story for another day.  
(Totally true, though.)  The cleaner version is that I've been working in polymer clay for 15 years, and 
joined the guild 8 years ago.   I continually try to stretch my technical range, and have taken a variety 

of master classes in polymer clay, metal, and mixed media. 
 
Analysis: Typically, the techniques I use are mokume gane, mica shift, and various surface 
techniques.  Recently, I've been doing a lot of drilling and backfilling.  Additionally, I am 
interested in mixed media work, combining polymer clay with a variety of other materials.  
Thematically, I am inspired by repetitive patterns, industrial design, nature, Japanese 
woodblock prints, Chihuly glass, mid-century modern design, Gustav Klimt, microstructures, Antonio Gaudi,  
and Aboriginal art.  Grammatically, I like starting sentences with adverbs. 
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http://www.emilysquireslevine.com/
http://libzoid.net/blog/2008/09/15/studio-snapshot-sarah-fisher/
http://www.ornamento.wordpress.com/
http://www.stepbystepbeads.com/
http://www.stepbystepwire.com/
http://www.polymercafe.com/
http://www.amazon.com/Beading-Bead-Day-Day-Calendar/dp/0740771639
http://www.amazon.com/Beading-Bead-Day-Day-Calendar/dp/0740771639
http://www.lisaclarke.net/


ASME Section News   4

 
 
Results: See figures. 
 
Conclusions:  One of the things that I appreciate about polymer clay is the versatility of the medium.  If I have 
the skills, I can make it be whatever I want it to be, and look however I want it to look.  And, as we all 
continue to develop our skills and deepen our aesthetic, the medium morphs to accommodate us.  It's really 
amazing to see how a person's body of work evolves.  (Even mine!)   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Photo credit:  The images of the earrings and the green bracelet were taken by Sarah Fisher. 

 
 

Library Report 
 
 
I highly recommend The Art of Polymer Clay Millefiori Techniques by Donna Kato. Her 
newest book is inspiring, even for non-caners like me. She shows how to make all of her 
usual canes, including canes from scrap clay and from old canes. She also includes projects 
using the canes; pins, rings, pendants and her famous squiggly beads. Starting with a basic 
bullseye cane, she goes on to show how to create a butterfly cane, a flower cane, a face cane 
and much more. All are very well demonstrated, with lots of photos. Examples of how other artists have used 
these canes will jump start your creativity. This book has inspired me to try canes again. It will inspire you, 
too. 
 
Also new to the library, as recommended by Robert Dancik:  Wrap, Stitch, Fold & Rivet: Making Designer 
Metal Jewelry by Mary Hettmansperger Making Connections: A Handbook of Cold 
Joins for Jewelers and Mixed-Media Artists by Susan Lenart Kazmer 
 

I haven't seen it yet, but we also have Polymer Clay and Mixed 
Media-- Together at Last: Incorporating Craft Materials and 
Found Objects in Clay Figures by Christi Friesen. 
 
Other new books include How to Make Polymer Clay Beads, 
Tiles Gone Wild, Under the Sea and a few more. Also, thanks to Ellen for donating a 
bunch of beading books to the library. 

 
~Linda   Cooke 
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Coming Events and Classes 
Polymer Clay Collaborative  

        � and Mixed Media Retreat 2009  

June 1-6, 2009 on the campus of Shepherd University, Shepherdstown, WV   A 4,000 sq. ft. ballroom work area! 
Three meals/day at the bountiful campus buffets, plus snacks.  Generous 4x4 work area for all artists.  Daily Demos.  Mixed media 
vendors on site to sell supplies.   All-inclusive pricing of only $475!  Take the artistic collaborative path to this mixed media event 
in a creative and learning environment …your muse will be there! Save the date. Reservation information available soon! Keep 
Checking the National Guild’s web site.  For more information, contact Syd Wellman.   

 

IF YOU HAD BEEN A MEMBER 
 
If you had been a member, you would have gotten a copy of Barbara McGuire’s Mokume Gane Handout.  
Barbara offered this copy of her demo from the day she was our Guest Artist to all of our Guild Members. 
 
And you could have gone to thee classes with Barbara McGuire, Robert Dancik and Kim cavender. 
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http://www.npcg.org/
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TREASURY REPORT 
 
Bank balance IS: $2,451.45.  Petty cash is around $93.00. Expenses/costs are the same as 
prior reports. 
        ~Sarah Fisher and Linda Cook 
 
 

 
A Giving Season 

 
Many years ago our church wanted to help some needy families in our community for Christmas. I had 
contacted the local elementary school to find out who was most needy. The school nurse was able to make 
arrangements with the families for us to contact them directly. 
 
I had the privilege of delivering the gifts to one of the families. The woman was a single mom. She was 
legally blind but still had her peripheral vision. She had a nine-year-old daughter. 
 
I had called ahead of time to let her know I was coming. She was a gracious hostess and offered me tea when I 
arrived. I gladly accepted. I remember sitting in her kitchen and studying her apartment while she fixed our 
tea. It was sparsely furnished and the furniture and linens did not match. Pictures had been hung wherever the 
previous tenant had put a nail. It still felt warm and inviting. 
 
We chatted through tea and I was getting ready to leave. She asked me to wait because she wanted to give me 
something. On her table she had been working on flour and salt dough cookie cutter angels. She had punched 
holes in the top of them with a straw and painted the surface with white tempera paint. I watched her pick one 
up, hold it out to the side of her vision and fish a red ribbon through the hole. She tied it in a knot and handed 
it to me. I thanked her and slipped it into my coat pocket. We chatted for a few more minutes and then I left. 
 
When I got to my car I reached in my pocket to get my keys and I got the angel instead. I was so humbled by 
this woman who had nothing and yet found a way to give of herself I started to cry. I cried a long time before I 
could drive away. 
 
I turned fifty this year and have really taken time to evaluate the lessons I have learned over the years. Each 
Christmas, I think of this woman. I don’t even remember her name. I kept that angel until it was only a red 
ribbon and some crumbs in the corner of a Ziploc bag. This woman is exactly the kind of person I am most 
impressed by. She found a way to bless in her time of need. 
 
My encouragement to you as we go into this New Year is to think outside of yourself and give even when you 
seem to have nothing to offer. It may be the very thing that changes another person’s life forever. 
 

~Sue Springer 
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Submission Guidelines 
 
The Clay News is hungry for stories, reviews, comments, suggestions, recipes, class information, show 
information and anything else.  Please submit all material for publication in MS word format via email or 
diskette.  Text format is also acceptable. 

 
 
 
 
 

Publication Deadlines 
 
 

Issue           Deadline 
                                                                        September              August 5 
                                                                       January                    December  5 
 

Email all submissions to claynewseditor@papcg.org 
Mail all products and books submitted for review to 

 
Martha Aleo 
Editor  

386 City Hall 
Philadelphia, PA 19107 
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Philadelphia Area Polymer Clay Guild 
1010 Dyre Street 
Philadelphia, PA 19124 
Emailpapcg@comcast.net 
Web Sitewww.papcg.org 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
  
T
he
 C
la
y 
N
ew

s 

 

 



ASME Section News   9

 
 

 


	Philadelphia Area Polymer Clay Guild



