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THE CLAY NEWS 
Philadelphia Area Polymer Clay Guild                                                                                                 January 2011 

 

 

 

 
 
 

Schedule of Meetings and Classes 

Unless otherwise noted, all meetings and classes are 
held in the second floor community room of Hillman 
House Apartments, 22 South 22nd Street, Philadelphia, 
PA from 10 am to 4 pm. 
 

Be sure to check the blog if there is inclement weather. 
Any cancellations or change of plans will be posted 
there. 
 

 
January 16 Sunday Meeting 

We will be making Polymer Clay Name Tags. Bring your basic 
supplies and whatever you need for your favorite techniques. 
Be sure to bring your Show and Tell items as well! 

February 19 Saturday Ancient Patina Technique with 
Martha Aleo.  Class Guild Fund Raiser to benefit Guest 
Artist Program, 10 am to 4 pm 
 
Learn to mimic the look of antique silk and velvet, raku 
pottery, verdigris and weathered surfaces on polymer 
clay, with acrylic paint, embossing powder, liquid 
polymer clay, patterns from stencils, silk screens, and 
mica powders. We will make a small mirror and a vessel 
if time permits.  Class fee is $45.00.  Materials fee is 
$10-15.00 payable to teacher at time of class. 
 
 

Pay Dues and Master Class Fees 

On Line 
 
See Page 6 for details 
 
 
 

 
 
February 20 Sunday Meeting 
 
Martha will demonstrate how to use the Ancient Patina 
technique to make jewelry. 
 
March 19 Saturday Master Class with Louise Fischer  
Cozzi 
Save the date!  Information to follow.  To see Louise’s 
work, go to her website. 
 
March 20 Sunday Meeting with Louise Fischer Cozzi, 
Guest Artist 
 
Come spend the day claying with this accomplished 
artist. This is free event for members only. 
 
April 9 Saturday Master Class with Cynthia Toops 
 
Save the date for this incredible opportunity to learn 
from the remarkable Cynthia Toops. This is a rare event, 
and you don't want to miss it.  To see her work, press 
here. 
 
April 10 Master Class with Cynthia Toops  
 
April 17 Sunday Meeting 

Guild Members Emily Levine and Denise Pettit will 
demonstrate the use of resin with polymer clay. 

May 15 Sunday Meeting – Come support out Guest 
Artist Program. 
 
June 19 Sunday Meeting 

 
 

 

http://papcg.wordpress.com/
http://louisefischercozzi.com/
http://www.cdbeads.biz/
http://www.emilysquireslevine.com/
http://www.aestheticals.com/
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CCLLAAYYAATTHHOONN  22001100  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

  

  

CCLLAAYYAATTHHOONN  22001111  
1] GUEST ARTIST: Olivia Surratt is going to be demonstrating fusing and soldering.  If you order supplies ahead of 
time you may wish to have the company send it directly to the Days Inn at 6708 Tilton Road, Egg Harbor Township, 
NJ 08234-4091 
 
2]   PRE-RETREAT BOOK AND MATERIAL ORDERS: If you would like Rob and Wilma to bring any clays, tools, etc., for 
you, or something folks will need for your demo, be sure to send Wilma an email at polymer@erols.com, or call 
her at (800) 844-0138 ASAP or by Jan. 12th. [If you're absolutely desperate, you might be still able to get it if you 
call her on the 13th.]  Also, if you want any particular books from Lisa, send her email at. 
 
3]  DEMOS:  So far, in addition to Olivia's silver demos, we have demos promised by Martha [Clasps made w/ 
washers from Harbor Freight], Wilma [button and bead frame sets, and the extruder] as well as so far unidentified 
surprises by Mary Federici and Robin Milne. If you have an idea, material or technique, to share, please let me 
know so I can add it to the schedule. 
 
4] VOLUNTEER HELP: For those who are staying through Wednesday, please let me know if you can help with clean 
up. Joyce has volunteered, but it really would be better if one or two others can help her. 
 
5] TRADING SQUARES:  At last summer's Connecticut we exchanged one inch squares of whatever surface we 
chose. It turned out to be lots of fun, and we ended up with a lovely Polymer Clay sample page. If you'd like to 
participate, please bring at least 25 1" squares, or plan to make them during your first day or two at the Retreat. 
 We'll do the trading on Monday morning, because that's usually the one time that everyone is there. 

 
6] OPENING TIME:  The workshop will be ready for fun by 2 pm on Fri., Jan. 14th, although you may not be able to 
check into your room until 3 pm. 

http://us.mc657.mail.yahoo.com/mc/compose?to=polymer@erols.com
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7] GIFT EXCHANGE:   Per Robin's suggestion, let's each [or those who want to participate] bring something 
wrapped that we got for a gift but don’t like or can't use and trade.  We might get lucky and get something we 
really do like! 
 
8] SNACK TABLE:  We will be supplying some snacks and drinks, but if you'd like to bring a favorite item, that 
would be very welcome.  
 
9] MOTORS:  Pasta Machine motors can be used in the oven/snack room next door to the workshop, but not in the 
workshop.  Can't wait to see you. If you have any questions, just send me an email or call me at 609 646 9447 
The Days Inn phone number is 609-641-4500 

                                                                                                                                                               ~Arlene Groch 
 

FFEEAATTUURREEDD  AARRTTIISSTT  DDEENNIISSEE  PPEETTTTIITT  

  
Denise always dreamed of becoming an artist but had to be 
pragmatic. She majored in nursing but switched to recreational 
therapy.  After graduating from Penn State, she took a job 
in Florida as a counselor at a camp for emotionally disturbed 
adolescents. She loved Florida and camping but discovered she 
was not particularly well-suited to dealing with teenagers. She 
switched to an entry-level job at the University of Florida and took 

a second job as a typesetter to help pay the bills. Her typesetting training got her started on a 
career as a production artist. 
  

She moved to Houston, embarked on a career as a graphic designer and started to feed her 
artistic passion by taking as many classes as she could in various art media and computer 
graphics. After she graduated from the Art Institute of Houston, she taught at Houston 
Community College and met her future husband Bill.  Then she and Bill collaborated and 
produced their son, Trent. 
  
Denise discovered rubber stamps in the 1980’s and set a new goal of 
becoming the Imelda Marcos of the rubber stamping set.  While she 
didn’t try to embellish moving cars, nothing else was safe.   But at a 

class with shrink plastic and polymer Princess Jane Roulston  in the 1990’s she 
discovered her true "life's calling"; she's been playing ever since. She's taken classes in 
metalworking, beading, copper enameling, resin, collage, watercolor, acrylic painting, 
and more.  Taxidermy is not on the list, but it could happen!  To support her art habit, 
Denise wisely decided against selling crack and started showing and selling her work, 
primarily jewelry, instead. 

  
In 2001, Bill's career led them to Springfield and Denise volunteered for Trent’s school 
art classes. Over the years, she's participated in a multitude of shows and has taught 
beginning classes at local venues. Currently she's an instructor at the Community Arts 
Center in Wallingford and the Delaware Art Museum.   Her primary interest is mixed 
media and she continues to take classes whenever and wherever she can.  Her website 
is   http://www.aestheticals.com/. 

 

                    ~~DDEENNIISSEE  PPEETTTTIITT  

  
 

  

  

  

http://www.luckysquirrel.com/ag_jroulston.html
http://www.aestheticals.com/
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MMEEMMBBEERR  WWEEBB  SSIITTEESS  

  
Did you know that several of our members have blogs, web sites and Etsy stores?  Here they are in no particular 
order 
 
Arlene Groch 
http://polygemdesigns.com/ 
 
Martha Aleo 
http://ornamento.wordpress.com 
 
http://marthaaleo.angelfire.com 
 
Sherman Oberson 
http://www.jean-jacquesgallery.com/index.html 
 
Susan Gross 
http://www.flickr.com/photos/43862505@N06/ 
 
 
Lisa Clarke’s Polka Dot Cottage 
http://lisaclarke.net/ 
 

Robin Milne 
http://www.flickr.com/photos/68rpm/ 
http://clayingaround.etsy.com 
 
Eileen Cressman-Reeder 
http://www.cressmanreeder.com/ 
 
Olivia Surratt 
http://oliviasurratt.com/ 
 
Emily Levine 
http://www.emilysquireslevine.com/ 
http://www.etsy.com/shop/emilysquireslevine 
 
Denise Pettit 
http://www.aestheticals.com/ 
 

  

MMEEMMBBEERR  NNEEWWSS  

  
Member Emily Levine has been accepted at the 2011 Germantown 
Friends School Juried Craft Show, March 4-6.   This is one of the most 
prestigious craft shows in the U.S. 
 
Emily has also been showing her work at the Show of Hands Gallery 
1006 Pine Street in Philadelphia.  She is slated for a Solo show in 
2011. 
 
Martha Aleo‘s bracelet design “Tokyo Rows” was featured in the Best of Step By Step Beads. 

She also participated in 4X6 Art, an 
invitational exhibit to raise money for the 
Fleischer Art Memorial in Philadelphia, 
contributing a three dimensional resin and 
polymer clay piece that actually sold!  

 

 

If you have any news about members, please send it to marthaaleo @yahoo.com  

http://polygemdesigns.com/
http://ornamento.wordpress.com/
http://marthaaleo.angelfire.com/
http://www.jean-jacquesgallery.com/index.html
http://www.flickr.com/photos/43862505@N06/
http://lisaclarke.net/
http://www.flickr.com/photos/68rpm/
http://clayingaround.etsy.com/
http://www.cressmanreeder.com/
http://oliviasurratt.com/
http://www.emilysquireslevine.com/
http://www.etsy.com/shop/emilysquireslevine
http://www.aestheticals.com/
http://www.germantownfriends.org/CraftShow
http://www.germantownfriends.org/CraftShow
http://maps.google.com/maps/place?hl=en&rls=com.microsoft:*&um=1&ie=UTF-8&q=show+of+hands+gallery+in+philadelphia&fb=1&gl=us&hq=show+of+hands+gallery&hnear=Philadelphia,+PA&cid=18261897806224891089
http://www.interweavestore.com/Beading-Jewelry/Magazines/Best-of-Step-by-Step-Beads.html
http://www.fleisher.org/exhibitions/dear-fleisher-2010.php
http://www.fleisher.org/
mailto:marthaaleo@yahoo.com
http://eimages.interweave.com/products/450/BB1000.jpg
http://ornamento.files.wordpress.com/2010/06/1.jpg
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LLYYNNNNEE  SSCCHHWWAARRTTZZEENNBBUURRGG  BBUUTTTTEERRFFLLYY    

CCAANNEE--OO--RRAAMMAA  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 

Thanks to Robin Milne for the great photographs. 
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PPaayy  DDuueess  aanndd  MMaasstteerr  CCllaassss  TTuuiittiioonn  oonn  LLiinnee!!  

  
We are unable to accept checks at anytime.  We do accept credit cards and eChecks via PayPal.  If you are unable 
to use PayPal, you may bring cash to a meeting and we will deposit to our account via PayPal and send you an 
email receipt.  If you cannot use PayPal to register for a class, please email us so we can work something out:  
info@papcg.org.   Master Classes are open to members only.  Non members should also pay dues along with their 
registration.  If you are looking for a class and you do not see it listed, it is likely sold out.  Please email 
info@papcg.org to get on the waiting list. 
PAPCG MEMBERSHIP DUES 2010-2011 (Pays through August 2011) $40.00 
Dues entitle the member to attend guild meetings, borrow library materials and participate in the Master Class 
programs (additional fees.) Dues help to subsidize our important and popular Guest Art program. 

 

EEEvvveeennntttsss  

 

Bead Fest Wire, Jewelry & More: April 8-10, 2011 Workshops Begin April 7 
Valley Forge Convention Center, King of Prussia, PA 

Register now at www.BeadFest.com  
  

Bead Fest Philadelphia: August 19-21, 2011 Workshops Begin August 17 
Valley Forge Convention Center, King of Prussia, PA 

Registration opens Jan. 2011 

 

 
 

Our Contest is Back ... And So Is Polymer Clay 

 
Welcome to an exciting double feature! First, our 2011 Your Design Rock Contest is gearing up. Now is the time to 
start work on your special creations --- entries don't have to be jewelry; they can be anything! Equally exciting is 

the return of polymer clay, to both our product line & our contest! Contest entries will be accepted in 6 categories, 
Jan 1 thru Feb 28, 2011. No entry fee!   

For more information, Press Here 
 
 
 

Metal Immersion Weekend Jan. 14-16, 2011 
North Wales, PA 

 

Soldering, etching, enameling, riveting and more.  For more information, press here. 
  

mailto:info@papcg.org
mailto:info@papcg.org
http://e2.interweave.com/t?r=1893&c=2418022&l=173884&ctl=3450F3A:DF9ADCF3A88EC45DB9E3E3BF07CF0784C30092B14F2F2183&
http://www.rings-things.com/contest/2011/?utm_source=News%2BFlash%2B2010%2BNovember%2B03&utm_medium=Email&utm_campaign=News%2Bflash%2B2010%2BNovember%2B03%2Bdesign%2Bcontest%2Blink
https://shop.rings-things.com/cart/pc/Polymer-Clay-Poly-Clay-Tools-c1977.htm?utm_source=News%2BFlash%2B2010%2BNovember%2B03&utm_medium=Email&utm_campaign=News%2Bflash%2B2010%2BNovember%2B03%2Bpolymer%2Bclay%2Blink
http://www.rings-things.com/contest/index.html
http://bead-q.com/metal.html
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GGrreeaatt  NNeewwss  ffrroomm  PPoollyymmeerr  CCllaayy  EExxpprreessss!!  

 

 

They will be carrying Zinc Yellow and Cobalt Blue Premo throughout 2011!! They are one of 

only three companies that will be doing so.  

 

Rob has squirreled away a cache of the soon to be discontinued colors.  You always thought 

he was nuts; now you have proof.   PCE also has a stash of Studio Sculpey so you can order 

that in 2011 too. To order, press here. 

 

 

To see the chart of the discontinued Premo colors and the new colors, press here.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Publication Deadlines 
 

 

 

 

 

 

The Clay News is published twice a year, or when the Editor feels like it.   We welcome all 

contributions.  We might not use them if they are more suited for Regretsy or Cakewrecks, 

but we welcome them nevertheless.  As for the deadlines, don’t listen to me.  I keep 

pushing them up anyway to accommodate those members who celebrate too much during 

the summer or winter holidays.     

 

 

 
 

 

Issue           Deadline 
                                                                             September   August 5 

January                    December 5 
 

Email all submissions to marthaaleo@yahoo.com  
Mail all products and books submitted for review to 

 
Martha Aleo 

Editor  
386 City Hall 

Philadelphia, PA 19107    
 

http://www.polymerclayexpress.com/m_clays.html
http://www.creative-wholesale.com/Premo%20Sculpey.html
http://www.regretsy.com/
http://cakewrecks.blogspot.com/

