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THE CLAY NEWS
Philadelphia Area Polymer Clay Guild September 2007

Schedule of Events

Sat Sep 15, 2007 9:00 am Master Class Donna KATO Inro
Intensive SOLD OUT!
un Sep 16, 2007 10:00 am PAPCG Monthly Meeting Guest
Artist Donna Kato! Open to Everyone.
Sun Oct 7, 2007 10:00 am Master Class - Jeff Dever ! See
website after September 4, 2007 for more details.
Mon Oct 8, 2007 10:00 am Master Class - Jeff Dever !
Sun Oct 21, 2007 10:00 am PAPCG Monthly Meeting
Sun Nov 18, 2007 10:00 am PAPCG Monthly Meeting
We do not meet December, July or August.
Fri Jan 18 Wed – 23, 2008 South Jersey Clayathon
(Atlantic City, NJ)
February 21-23, 2008 Synergy I: Moving Forward/Looking
Back NPCG 2008 International Conference Baltimore,
Maryland. Registration opens in August. Go to the National
Guild's website for more information, http://www.NPCG.org

Meetings are held at the Sidney Hillman Apartment
Building 22 South 22nd Street, Philadelphia, PA 19103 in the
second floor meeting room. In the event that a meeting has to
be cancelled because of a weather emergency, the decision
will be made by 8:00 p.m. the night before and posted on the
web site.

IN S I D E TH I S IS SU E

Pay Your Dues On Line
State of the Guild Address
Member News
Polydelphia 2007
Guest Artist Program Interview with Christi Friesen and
Jana Roberts Benzon
RoadTrip! Or All's Well That Ends Well
My Favorite (Polymer) things
Jest Artsy
Member Spotlight : Emily Squires Levine
Web Site News
Treasurer's Report
New Books, Videos and Products
In Memory Barbara Braunstein
Submission Guidelines
South Jersey Polyaddicts Clayathon
New on the Internet
Dan Cormier Class Building Better Beads

Welcome Back!

We have an action packed Guild year coming up for 2007-
2008. You can browse through the online calendar and mark
yours! Don't miss the first Meeting of the year on September
16th with Guest Artist, Donna Kato. The meeting is from 10
AM -4 PM.

We will be having a business meeting immediately before
the general meeting on Sunday Sept 16th from 9 AM- 10 AM.
All interested Guild members are invited to attend.

We are also excited to have Jeff Dever join us for classes on
Form Construction and Armatures over the Sunday and
Monday of Columbus Day Weekend. If you have to work on
Columbus Day, it's time to ask for the Monday off! We will
have the class information on the website and online
registration on September 4. I expect this class to sell out
quickly.

Finally I want to welcome so MANY new members. The link
is up on the website to pay dues, and folks have been renewing
and signing up for the first time in record numbers. Dues paid
now will keep your membership up to date through September
2008. Take a minute and go to the website to renew your
membership today! See you in September!

~Sarah Fisher

Pay For Dues and Classes Online

It’s easier than ever to pay your dues. You can still bring a
check or cash to the meeting or you can pay online with
your PayPal account. To pay with PayPal, go to our website:

(Continued on page 2)

State of the Guild Address
Well, summer flew by as usual and it’s back to school,
routines and the Guild! Hooray!

It couldn’t be a better year to come back to claying with
friends new and old. We have some really exciting times to
look forward to. It seems as though lots of us can’t wait
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because our current membership before the year starts is
already up to where we usually are by November.

Thanks to our extended online clay family for some nice
comments and write-ups throughout the past season. It’s
always a pleasant surprise to have little kudos posted about
you. We are looking forward to meeting those folks who have
just joined because of the posts out there in cyberspace. I have
a feeling there are many more clay “Lone Rangers” in the
Philly area who don’t yet know we exist. We are working on
that. Which translates into,” Spread the word.”

If you haven’t been to the new website yet it’s a must! Sarah
had worked long and hard to get it up and running. It looks
great and is very user friendly. It includes our calendar,
meeting times and locations, lots of good info and copies of
past Clay News. There is also a spot for “Show and Tell” for
the month so even if you miss a meeting you can see the latest
work from our members.

Sarah posted the Kato workshop and it sold out in a few short
days. If you missed sign up you can still come for our first
meeting and have a clay day with Donna. We have lots to
cover for our first meeting and it promises to be a fun filled
day. We have plenty more workshops and Guest Artists
scheduled for the upcoming year so pay attention, or you
might miss your chance.

Many of us who work behind the scenes have had crazy
personal times this year. We are looking for some new
volunteers to keep the ball rolling. We have taken some time
to break down jobs into smaller parts so expect to be asked to
help. We will let you know what those positions are at the first
meeting.

In closing, the “State of the Guild” is great! We want to keep it
that way, so if you could help we could certainly use it.

~Sue Springer

Pay For Dues and Classes On Line (cont.)

http://www.papcg.org and click on "Pay for Does and Classes”
on the left side of the screen. Then follow the instructions. The
Guild can accept credit cards, echecks and PayPal transfers from
your PayPal account.

Dues are $30 per year payable in September. If you joined or
renewed since May of 2007, your membership is paid through
September 2008!

Member News
Our Blog, The Guild Reporter, was featured on WordPress
as one of their top ten fastest growing Blogs. If you haven't
checked out the Blog, what are you waiting for?

go to http://papcg.wordpress.com Thanks to Sarah Fisher for
setting up the Blog and maintaining it.

Ellen Marshall taught two classes at BeadFest Philadelphia in
August: Polymer Clay Sandstone Color, and Design and
Screen Printed Beads. Ellen's book, Polymer Surface Design
Recipes was bundled with two other books and reissued by
Quarry Books as Polymer Clay Art. The other books are
Exploring New Techniques and New Materials by Georgia
Sargent in which Ellen has a project, and Creating Fantasy
Polymer Clay Characters by Dinko Tilov. Ellen's work was
featured on the Polymer Clay Daily Blog (photograph by
Sarah Fisher) and in Donna Kato's new Book, Polymer Clay
Surface Designs.

Martha Aleo was a featured crafter on HGTV's That's Clever
in March. She demonstrated how to make a polymer clay
photo album and a festive pen. To see pictures of the projects,
go to Martha's website, http://marthaaleo.tripod.com.
Martha continues to write book reviews for Step By Step
Beads, and recently started a Blog on creativity and
inspiration, http://www.ornamento.wordpress.com.

Sherman Oberson opened a craft gallery, The Jean-Jacques
Gallery, 7118 Germantown Avenue, Philadelphia, PA 19119
(215)242-5440. It is a beautiful shop in an interesting
neighborhood. Sherman carries jewelry, house wares, cards
and some fashion accessories. Stop by! As a bonus, you can
probably knock out most of your holiday shopping with one
trip.

Sarah Fisher organized the donation of Bottles of Hope from
the Clayathon BOH Challenge to inpatients at Cancer
Treatment Centers of America–Eastern Regional Medical
Center where Sarah has worked. She will be happy to bring
more bottles there if anyone makes any.

Arlene Groch was accepted into the Noyes Museum Art and
Craft Concepts Exhibit, which ran from August 15th to
26th. She also did a polymer clay demonstration on August
22nd for the museum show.

Wilma Yost has produced two more outstanding videos.
More information on New Products page.

Gwen Agard is coordinating Philadelphia Knit Out at the
Philadelphia Convention Center on September 16.

Philadelphia Polymer Clay Guild
President Sue Springer
Treasurer Sarah Fisher
Announcement Coordinator Arlene Groch
FLickr Wizard Patti Underwood
Librarian Blanca Carasquella
Master Class Coordinator Ellen Marshall
Web Wizard Sarah Fisher
Clay News Editor Martha Aleo
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Polydelphia 2007
We had a new activity this year. We all got blank polymer

clay liberty bells and were supplied with yarn, wire and beads
so we could make fancy name tags. We had a blast!!! See you
all at Polydelphia 2008

Sandee Griffith's name tag

Thanks to our sponsors

The Vendors
www.amaco.com
www.artclayworld.com
www.beadalon.com
www.polymerclayprojects.com
www.clayalley.com
www.clearsnap.com
www.goldenarts.com
www.kalmbach.com
www.makinsclay.com
www.micro-surface.com
www.coveredinclay.com
www.paverpolusa.com
www.polymerclayexpress.com
www.polkadotcreations.com
www.polyformproducts.com
www.rangerink.com
www.reeds-beads.com
www.claysquared.com
www.softflexcompany.com
www.twistedsistah.com
www.vanaken.com
www.ccpvideos.com
www.abbadabbavideo.com
www.sweetbrierstudios.com
www.interweave.com

The Artists

www.vaharoni.com
www.janarobertsbenzon.com
www.scrtc.com/~turtles4/
www.kimcavender.com

www.judydunn.com
www.cforiginals.com
www.cathyjohnston.com
www.monakissel.com
www.katemckinnon.com
www.slsavarickstudio.com
www.eugenascreations.com
www.elisewinters.com

Also thanks to: Tony Aquino, Judy Belcher, Marla
Frankenberg, and Dan Cormier

And thanks to Guild Members and Attendees who contributed:
Martha, Sarah, Ellen, Emily, Arlene, Patti Underwood, Patty
Pickup, Joyce Miskowitz, Joyce Mouton, Sherman, Lois, Sue,
Barb Kunkel, Gwen Agard, Denise Petit, Anna P. Bowers and
Susan Gross.

We all signed a T shirt for Sarah Fisher to thank her for
all the work she did for us.

Patti Underwood and Joyce Miskowitz

3



ASME Section News
4

Guest Artist Program

Who doesn't like to take classes with nationally known polymer
clay artists like Jana Roberts Benzon, and Lynne Anne
Schwartzenberg? Now, imagine doing it for free. You can if you're
a member of the Philadelphia Area Polymer Clay Guild and you
come to one of our meetings where we present a polymer clay artist
from our Visiting Artist Program.

The program works like this: A nationally known artist agrees to
give a class to a number for Guild members who pay class tuition.
We hold the class the Saturday before our regularly scheduled Guild
meeting. The artist returns on Sunday for the meeting and teaches
and demonstrates for the entire Guild.

Or, the teacher can elect to come to the Guild meeting only, as a
guest teacher. In both instances, the Guild pays the teacher's fees for
the Sunday meeting out of money raised from member dues and other
Guild fund raisers like the silent auction at our annual Polydelphia
Retreat. I can't imagine getting more bang for your buck than joining
the Philadelphia Area Polymer Clay Guild. Where else could you
get a bargain like this?

In addition to the artists already mentioned, we have had visits
from Christi Friesen, (who taught and gave a slide presentation which
she started off with the narrative," I was born at a very early age,")
Valerie Aharoni, whose class was brimming with practical tips and
design ideas (and who handed out packages of UltraLight Sculpey,
courtesy of Polyform Products) and Eugenia Topina who showed us
how she makes her awesome faux cloisonné creations.

Next year, the first visiting artist on our list is Donna Kato. Come
on and join our Guild. What are you waiting for? To join go, to our
web site, http://www.pacg.org and follow the instructions.

Interview with Christi Friesen and Jana

Roberts Benzon

Christi Jana

How did you discover polymer clay?
Christi: I discovered polymer clay when visiting with Karen Lewis,
who lives in the same town I do. She was just opening her bead store
and she knew that I was artistic and might appreciate what she was
doing. Coincidentally, I was about to resume work sculpting in clay,
something I had not done for some years, and was in the process of
re-stocking my studio and getting my kiln working again -- so when
Karen showed me this "new" clay she was using, I was intrigued. I

bought some clay and some books on polymer clay techniques
and started playing! I had always been a sculptor, and naturally
polymer allowed me to continue sculpting, but with more
options and more possibilities. In one of the books there was a

piece by Donna Kato that contained a pearl in the design. That
got my wheels turning and I started experimenting with adding
beads to my work. I haven't stopped playing with that idea yet!
Jana: Well, about 30 years ago, I began using salt dough to
make little figures as an activity for the pre-schoolers I was
teaching. I loved the feeling of a modeling compound in my
hands (always have....I did ceramic pottery in school, and took
courses as an adult). Anyway, when my skills surpassed salt
dough and its limitations (I'm laughing here, because,
well...surpassing salt dough's limitations didn't take much,
obviously), I searched for a better compound. I found the
recipe for making 'bread clay', which is white bread mixed with
white glue. Paste food coloring is added for color. I really
liked the consistency, but it was a pain in the rear to make, so
searched for a simpler alternative and found PC. I did simple
sculpting with PC for years before discovering the myriad other
techniques (millifiore, mica shift, Mokume Gane, and
transfers.)

What is your favorite tool?
Christi: A wooden tool by Kemper - the "JA17" - looks kinda
like a butter knife at one end and roundy at the other - I can
create entire pieces with just that tool!
Jana: My favorite tool (I called it my 'mut'...Most Used Tool),
is the '00' sized rubber tipped tool. Love that thing.

What inspires you?
Christi: Everything! Well, not meatloaf, or paper cuts – but
just about everything else. I get inspired by nature of course,
the textures, shapes, colors. I love ancient art - Egyptian,
Mayan, Celtic - wonderful lines and depth. Of all the art styles,
the Art Nouveau period most inspires me - I love all the
sensuous lines, the stylized organic qualities, the fantasy
elements. And of course, chocolate inspires me to create -
(especially the European ones, mmmmmm.)
Jana: My 1-2 hour daily hikes are really 'inspiration infusions'.
I almost can't stop the images and ideas that pour into my head
when I'm out hiking in the beautiful mountains, away from the
clatter of city life. Something about moving my body in those
pristine surroundings causes a flood of creativity and imagery.

If you could dream up one polymer clay innovation (tool or
technique) what would it be?
Christi: I would love for everything about polymer clay to stay
exactly as it is, except it would be quite nice if it was stronger
after baking - like metal, only just as lightweight and yummy as
it is now! Let's get NASA working on that. With all their
"space age polymers" they're bound to have some ideas!
Jana: A new innovation? Just ONE????? I've got several, but
I think the main one I'd love is an indestructible pasta
machine....kind of the "Superman" of pasta machines. One
made of steel that will take stiffer clays with nary a whimper.
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Road Trip! Or All Is Well that Ends Well

On Sunday June 17th, some very eager Guild members set out on
a road trip adventure to the Artway (in Damascus, Maryland. ) The
weather was perfect. We boarded an awesome party bus early in the
morning. Martha had just received a copy of Donna Kato’s new book
and we passed it around the bus with many oohs and aahs. Ellen
taught me a beading project on the way. We brought our claying gear
and were ready to create when we arrived.

Once we arrived we were greeted by Wilma and her staff. This was
my first trip to the Artway. What a store! We converged like kids
going into a candy store for the first time. Those of you who have
been to the Artway know it is stocked with the latest supplies for
every polymer clay related
craft (beading, rubber
stamping, wire working, a
complete line of ten second
studio supplies, all of these
are my favorites.) The
class room is spacious with
several tables, ample
seating and lots of light.

After few hours of claying
and shopping, we went out to lunch at a cute little café in walking
distance. Then we returned to The Artway for more fun. After
several more hours we boarded the bus back to Philadelphia.
Everyone shared stories about the trip unaware that the real adventure
had not yet begun.

After we’d been on the road for 45 minutes, we started hearing
strange sounds and smelling strange odors, not at all like our trip
down to the store. The bus driver stopped to examine the situation.
We suddenly found ourselves stranded on the side of the road.
Bummer! Our beautiful party bus limousine turned into a pumpkin.
Dr. Sarah, who had driven in her own car with Terri and Sue, passed
the bus on the road and realized we were having difficulty. She
returned to offer assistance, shuttling us and our claying gear and
shopping bags to the nearest rest stop, the Chesapeake House. There
we dined on lots of burgers, Chicken, and Cinnabons while making
distressed phone calls to our families and waiting for another bus to
pick us up. Everyone remained good spirited knowing that somehow
we’d get back to Philadelphia. We did …in a stretch limo no less. . .
which the company sent to pick us up. It was not as comfortable as
our party bus, however, and some of us had to sit n the floor.

Some of us had to sit on the floor. We arrived back to
Philadelphia safely before midnight. In spite of our unplanned
adventure, it was still an incredible day. All is well that ends
well.

~Gwen Williams

On The Bus

My Favorite (Polymer) Things

Many of you already know that playing with the
metallic clays is one of my favorite things to do with polymer
clay. The mica shifting, the ghost imaging, the invisible
caning--it's all good. Of course, it's an added bonus that mica
shift techniques usually involve a single color of clay.... So if
you're not happy, you can just roll it up and start again! I'm a
firm believer in customizing your colors. Why use a color
reselected by the manufacturer when you can mix up exactly
the shade that you want?

I use Premo most of the
time, so that's where all of my
color recipes come from.
There's no reason that you
couldn't mix these colors
using other brands of clay--
any paralyzed clay will do.
The Premo metallics come in
seven shades--Gold, Silver, Copper, Pearl, Green Pearl, Blue
Pearl, and Red Pearl. My favorite green is a 1:1 mixture of
Gold and Green Pearl. My second favorite custom color is a
1:1 mixture of Green Pearl and Blue Pearl, which yields a
lovely teal. Can you tell I lean toward the watery colors? One
of my favorite greens is the result of a happy accident. I mixed
up a bunch of scrap Gold and Green Pearl that was lying on my
work table, to make a mica shift sample bracelet. Everybody
wanted to know how I got such a lovely shade of emerald, so I
had to try to recreate (and measure!) the proportions so I would
know how to make it again. Just for the record, it's 8:5 Green
Pearl to Gold.

Additionally, I often use
the Gold and Copper right
out of the package because
they're just so pretty,
although sometimes I
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mix the gold with black for a nice bronze-ish color. For the Silver, I

tend to mix it 1:1 with Pearl because it just seems like a nicer color to
me. And, by the way, metallic Skinner blends are usually gorgeous.

My favorite green to my
favorite teal, my favorite
green to black, and gold to
silver are some of my
personal faves.

Here are some good references about metallic clays:
"All Polymer Metallic Clays" video by Mike Buesseler.
"Ghost Imaging" and "Marvelous Mica" videos by Grant
Diffendaffer., "The Art of Polymer Clay Surface Effects", the new
book by Donna Kato has information about using the new Kato color
concentrates to make custom metallic colors. Barb McGuire must
like the watery colors, too. She has a bunch of color recipes at the
Sculpey website:
http://sculpey.com/Projects/projects_Colormixing.htm

Have fun experimenting! ~Terri Powell

Photo credits: Earring photo by me. Bracelet and Buddha photos by
Sarah Fisher.

Jest Artsy

I’m not sure what triggered this memory the other day but it
happened over forty years ago. I can’t believe I even remember it.

My parents owned this amazing stone house that had been the
original creamery for the dairy farms in our part of central Bucks
County, PA. The county tore the house down to put in Peace Valley
Lake. That’s where I got the name for my some-day polymer lamp
business, Peace Valley Polymer. We children got revenge by
scattering my parents’ ashes at the house site, which we later found
out was illegal. My Dad has a smile about that.

Anyway, the house had a finished attic which served as my one
brother’s bedroom. I was about five and he was already in the Navy.
(I was a surprise.) The bedroom was built into the pitch of the roof
and it had closets at the base of the pitch on either side of the room.
The room was paneled in bead board and painted light green. On day
I must have been feeling inspired and I drew huge murals completely
around the room in orange permanent marker. I remember girls in
triangle shaped dresses and big flowers as tall as the girls. About a
month or so later… my parents called me to the attic. I’m not so sure
how the conversation went but I can imagine. “Did you do this?”
Plunking my hands proudly on my hips I replied, “Yes! It’s my
greatest work yet!”

~Sue Springer

Website News and Ways You Can Help

Build PAPCG Membership

Sarah is looking for suggestions on the website. If you have
an idea or something to add, please use the Contact Us form on
the website and drop her a line: www.papcg.org.

Keep checking in, there’s something new every day. AND
there is a printable PDF brochure you can email to your friends
or print out to take along with you wherever you may find PC
artists. (Nice to bring along to craft shows whether you are
selling or buying!).

You can access past issues of The Clay News on line and
don't forget our Blog, The Clay Reporter.

Treasurer's Report

PNC Non-Profit Checking Account: $2957.43, PayPal

Business Account: $9.46, Petty Cash: $225

Guild dues, library fees and monies raised at Polydelphia!
are used for the following expenses: Hillman House Rental
($35/day), library acquisitions, Guest Artist Stipend ,
($350/day), Travel stipend for Guest Artist/Master Class
Teachers (up to $300), Subsidizing Master Artist Classes (avg.
$350 per class), One restaurant meal for Visiting Artist, Hotel
accommodations for Guest Artist when Home stay not
available. The Guild carries liability insurance at a cost of
$900/year. Additional miscellaneous expenses include trash
bags, toilet paper, and occasional refreshments for events,
PayPal and banking fees, and administrative materials such as
software, tax forms, name tags and the like. The web site is
also an expense.

Our goal has been to have approximately 6-8 months
of expenses in our cash on hand. We have exceeded that
for the past few years. One major expense in the 2006-
2007 Guild Year was the transportation for the Road Trip
to PCE. The cost of the transportation was: $1078.90
(which includes the $180 credit we received for the
problems on the return trip.) Additionally, PAPCG
contributed to the 2007 South Jersey Clayathon

Guild officers and members are reimbursed for
expenditures related specifically to Guild business. We are
grateful for all members who donate their time and expertise to
furthering the goals of the Guild. No officer or member
receives financial compensation for Guild related duties, but all
are paid many times over in job satisfaction and good karma.

~Sarah Fisher
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Member Spotlight Emily Levine

I played with Sculpey with my children when they were young, but my adult interest in
polymer clay began in 1994 when I participated in a two-day intensive workshop on
caning at a local arts center. Unfortunately, the magic of creating colorful and intricate
canes was overshadowed by the ache of my hands from the conditioning process. Ten
years later, at the Baltimore Craft Show, I met Karin Noyes with her wonderful small
bowls. I learned that other polymer clay “recipes” had been developed, and I eagerly
picked up where I had left off.

I have always been excited by color, as reflected through my sewing, knitting
and cooking. With the versatility of polymer clay, I found a new outlet for
the interplay of color and pattern, creating objects to which the eye is drawn.
Tension is released as I puzzle out how to make a piece work: transforming
disappointing canes, adding highlights of contrasting colors and juxtaposing
patterns and shapes. My work evolved – from bowls to accent tiles, coated with clear resin, for my kitchen backsplash. Recently, I
have begun displaying my tiles in hand-crafted frames. My next goal is to create a larger piece, combining multiple tiles which are
connected visually through color, pattern and shape.

My polymer clay community – the Philadelphia Guild – and all the amazing artists I have met through master classes have been
invaluable. Their support, problem solving suggestions and good humor are much appreciated.

Emily Squires Levine resin.tiles@gmail.com

Emily resides in Swarthmore, PA with her husband, two children and fifteen year-old Portuguese Water Dog. When she is not caning,
she works in the financial services industry.
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New Books, Videos and Products

Books
Making Polymer Clay Beads by Carol Blackburn
Interweave Press, 2007 $24.95

Making Polymer Clay Beads is Interweave Press’s surprise best seller of the year, and with good
reason. It's a comprehensive primer of polymer clay techniques suited to clayers of all levels. And
it has expert instructions on how assemble jewelry once you’ve made all those beads.

The Art of Polymer Clay Creative Surface Effects by
Donna Kato Watson-Guptill, 2007 $19.95.

Donna’s book was worth the wait. Inside, you'll find expertly written instructions for the best of her projects
from the last ten years and beautiful photography. Like Ellen Marshall said, "If you think you have
everything you need, you still need this."

New from Polymer Clay Express
Now you can watch videos on line! Go to http://www.polymerclayexpress.com and let Mari O'Dell guide you through assembling
and using the PCE extruder, the small disc accessory and the coring device.

Videos

Extruding Polymer Clay Canes with Cindy Beljan DVD 25.00
See how easy it is to make intricate and complicated canes by using the
PCE extruder and various design disks.

Boxes, Bangles, and Beautiful Focal Beads
with Mari O'Dell DVD 25.00
Mari shoes you how to use the PCE extruder to embellish a treasure box with a
bezel shape and molded design elements, make bangle bracelets and create focal
beads and pendants.

Sharilyn Miller's new DVD, Tribal Treasure Bracelet Workshop is
a top notch DVD on wire working and jewelry making. 29.95.
Order from her website, http://www.sharilynmiller.com.

Makins Extruder Hollow core adapter sets and new
die sets. Extrude skinny hollow shapes
Jeannie Havel demonstrated these at the
Retreat. You gotta see them to believe them
Order from http://www. PMC.com or
http://www.clayalley.com
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Square Cane Reducer
Thee Beadopolis REDUCERATOR!
North Am. C$26.50 + C$13.50 Shipping(CAD)
http://www.custommadebeads.com

Canadian Clay Artist Wes Warren has developed
a tool for measuring and reducing square canes.
He makes a basic and a deluxe model.

New Craft Store
307 Market Street , Philadelphia, PA 19106
http://www.artistcraftsman.com/servlet/StoreFront

Submission Guidelines

The Clay News is hungry for stories, reviews, comments, suggestions, recipes, class information, show information and anything else.
Please submit all material for publication in MS word format via email or diskette. Text format is also acceptable.

Publication Deadlines
Issue Deadline

September August 5
January December 5

Email all submissions to ClayNewsEditor@papcg.org
Mail all products and books submitted for review to

Martha Aleo
Editor

Suite 1201
1301 Filbert Street

Philadelphia, PA 19107

Sue Springer and Sarah Fisher at the Retreat
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In Memory

Barbara Braunstein

On February 16th Barbara
Braunstein, an enthusiast
and regular participant in
the South Jersey
Polyaddicts, was putting the
finishing touches on her
make up and looking
forward to lunch with a
close friend. Moments later
she fell to the floor,
apparently from a massive
stroke or heart attack. Her
death on February 16, 2007,
at age 73, was therefore a
total shock to her family
[including four children and seven grandchildren] and
many good friends. At the Shiva [memorial] service at
her Vineland home, all we could talk about was how
excited she has been at the imminent prospect of moving
into her new home in a Margate high rise. She'd bought
the condo not long after the death in 2006 of her husband,
Leonard Braunstein, MD, and had just completed a total
renovation done with her flair as an accomplished life
time artist. Obviously, all of the light switch covers had
been covered in polymer clay!

Barbara was a painter, a multi-
media artist, and, most
recently, an enthusiastic
clayer. Her crocheted, felted
and beaded pocketbooks won
her a place as a Niche Award
Finalist in 2006.

Barbara's good humor
and talent are deeply
missed. Let her sudden
passing be a reminder to
all of us to make every
moment count.

~Arlene Groch

South Jersey Polyaddicts Clayathon

It's time to save your space at Clayathon, 2008. Here's the BIG
NEWS,,, we've expanded Clayathon from 3 days to 5 days, so
we'll have even more time for non-stop claying and fun.

When: 3 pm Friday January 18th until 1 pm Wednesday,
January 23rd. Where: Days Inn, 6708 Tilton Road, Egg
Harbor Township. For more info, check out their web site:
http://www.daysinnpleasantville.com/

Room Cost: Hotel rooms have been kept at only $49.99 @
night+ tax @ double room, including hot breakfasts.

Registration fee: $75 @ person. People can reserve their
rooms for any length of time they wish and the $75.00 fee is
the same regardless of whether you come for a weekend or the
whole time.
The fee covers common costs, including the rent for the
workroom, the oven/food room and demo room, table rentals,
dinner for all on Saturday night, tips for the hotel staff, and
fruit, snacks and soft drinks throughout the 5 days.

We will have 24 hour access to our workrooms, so they are
accessible for those who like to work into through the night
and for the early birds they pass on their way to/from bed at 5
am!

Priority Registration for PAPCG Members: As a courtesy to
our PAPCG Sisters and Brother Sherm, from now until
September 1st [the due date for our PAPCG dues] we will
register only PAPCG members who have paid their 2007-2008
PAPCG membership dues. We are limited by workshop space
to only 30 participants, so be sure to register as soon as
possible.

How to Register: The non-refundable registration fee is $20.
The $55 balance of your $75 registration fee must be paid by
January 2nd. You can pay by Pay Pal. Just send $20 via Pay
Pal to e_rankosky@yahoo.com, or mail your check to Elaine
Rankosky, 14 Manchester Street Galloway, N.J. 08205.

Hotel Room Reservation: All hotel room reservations must be
made directly with the Days Inn. They will hold rooms at this
group rate until January 1st only. Room reservations can be
canceled until January 6th if necessary, so you may wish to
reserve now, while you're thinking about it. Just call the Days
Inn at 609-641-4500 and give them a credit card and your
name and your planned roommate, if any. Just be sure to tell
them you are with the "Polyaddicts" to make sure you get our
group rate.

Happy Claying, ~Arlene Groch

Jeff Dever is teaching a class
in October for intermediate
and advanced students. Class
size is limited to 15 students
and the cost is $200.00 per
pupil. Check the web site
after September 4th for more
information on the class and
how to register.
http://www.papcg.org
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New on the Internet

We are all aware of how the existence of the Internet helped polymer clay grow as an art form. With the proliferation of Blogs,
web sites are starting to seem old fashioned. The beauty of Blogs is that they are easy to update. What's even better, now you can
have the latest news delivered to your email or newsreader whenever your favorite Blogs are updated. In the old days, you had to
check your favorite web sites on a regular basis to see if they contained anything new.
If you still need convincing, Donna Kato has a Blog. To check out Donna Kato's Blog and see some incredible pictures of her
work, go to http://web.mac.com/donna_kato/iWeb/Site/Home.html

Here are some new Internet resources and some old sites worth revisiting. Happy Browsing!

Polymer Clay Productions, http://polymerclayproductions.com. News, reviews, lessons, projects and kits. Polymer clay podcast
every Friday. You can listen on your computer or download and listen on your MP3 Player. Hosted by polymer clay artists Ilysa
Bierer and Kira Slye.

Step By Step Beads Magazine has a new web presence to compliment the magazine. Go to http://www.stepbystepbeads.com.
Don't forget to check out http://www.stepbystepbeads.com/sources - All you need to know on stores, suppliers, tools, shops and
Bead Societies.

Beading Daily Blog, http://www.beadingdaily.com . Read the blog on their web site or subscribe to their newsletter. Email
beadingdaily@e.beadingdaily.com

Bead sky Newsletter http://www.beadsky.com. You can subscribe to their newsletter by emailing newsletter@beadsky.com

http://www.ganokskin.com covers everything about jewelry making. You will find anything you want to know about supplies,
techniques or trends at their web aide. You can also subscribe to their newsletter.

The Main Line Bead Society holds free Bead Soirees for their members. To find out more, check their web site,
http://www.mainlinebeadsociety.con

Polyform products is looking for people serve on their Consumer Panel. And there is always something interesting on their web
site. To sign up for their newsletter, go to http://www.sculpey.com.

HGTV now has videos on demand. You can search polymer clay, jewelry, beading, or any other topic you want. This works best
with a DSL or cable connection. It will be slow with dial up. Click on
http://www.hgtv.com/hgtv/pac_ctnt_988/text/0,,HGTV_22056_59774,00.html

A good place to check out classes in your area is http://www.polymerclayworkshops.com

Don't forget the Polymer Clay Central message Boards, http://www.polymerclaycentral.com and the newly designed National
Guild site, http://npcg.org. If you haven't yet seen http://polymerclaydaily.com or http://polymerclaynotes.com, you've probably
been in a coma. Welcome back. Now check them out. Last but not least, don't forget our Guild's Blog, the Guild Reporter,
http://papcg.wordpress.com.

Building Better Beads

Dan Cormier and Tracy
Holmes taught a Master
Class on Building Better
Beads in July. We were so
fortunate to have Dan and
Tracy return to
Philadelphia. Dan's body of
work continues to advance
and Griffin continues to get
taller! Tracy takes it all in

stride. Dan and Tracy are planning a web site. No URL yet, but we'll keep you
posted.
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Philadelphia Area Polymer Clay Guild
1010 Dyre Street
Philadelphia, PA 19124
Email papcg@comcast.net
Web Site www.papcg.org
Name____________________________________________________________

Address__________________________________________________________

City______________________________________________________________

Day Phone__________________ Evening Phone_____________________

Email____________________________ Fax____________________________

Check appropriate item: NEW____________$30.00/year
RENEWAL_______$30.00/year)

Guild meetings are held the third Monday of each month from 10 am to 4 pm at the Hillman Apartment Building, second floor
community room, 22 South 22nd Street, Philadelphia, PA 19103. No meetings in December, July and August. Non-members are
welcome to attend one meeting as a guest. After that, you must join or pay $10.00 per meeting.

Martha Aleo

Suite 1201
1301 Filbert Street
Philadelphia, PA 19107
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